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INTRODUCTION

This conference book consists of selected articles from the 7" International Conference on
Gender Studies “Gender, Space, Place & Culture.” The conference held in Famagusta, North
Cyprus during October 10-12, 2019 by the Center for Women’s Studies of the Eastern
Mediterranean University, was the seventh international meeting on gender and women studies.
The conference aimed to put forth how various disciplines such as geography, engineering,
urban planning, history and sociology view gender, space and culture according to feminist
perspectives and the conference brought many scientists, activists, and representatives from
various disciplines together. Totally 165 reports were represented in English and Turkish and
found the opportunity to be discussed comprehensively by participants from all over the world.
Additionally, The conference hosted dear former rector of Istanbul Technical University(1994-
2006) and the first president of European Women Rectors Association, Prof. Dr. Gilsin
Saglamer, and the lecturer from the faculty of language, history, and geography of Ankara
University, Dog. Dr. M. Murat Yiicesahin, sharing their knowledge and experiences with the
participants of the conference.

Besides oral presentations, there were also panels called Women in Academia, Kadin/Woman
2000 Journal: Gender and International Relations Special Issue, Masculinity in Advertisements,
Stories of Women staggering sexist culture in law and the Transformation of Law.

The papers that were presented in the conference were evaluated by the Science Committee in
accordance with the academic criterion determined by the Conference Organizing Committee.
We would like to thank the members of the EMU-CWS Science Committee for their self-
sacrificing work and help to compose this conference book. Although the members of the

Science Committee have given many fruitful comments and suggestions about the papers, they
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have not seen them before the book was published. The ideas discussed in the contents of the
papers belong to the writers and don’t mirror the opinions of the Organizing Committee.

We would like to thanks to all members of the Science Committee and the Board Members of
EMU-CWS, Prof. Dr. Fatma Giiven Lisaniler, Prof. Dr. Ayse Isik Giirsimsek, Yrd. Dog. Dr.
Nazime Beysan, Yrd. Doc¢. Dr. Seda Orbay Yicel. On the other hand, we are grateful to our
center’s Research Assistant Ph.D. C., Bilcan Bladanli Korkmazel and Student Assistants Gokce
Efe and Aysegiil Bedir for their priceless efforts from the beginning of the organization of the
conference, until the publication of this book. Also, we would like to express our heartfelt thanks
to all participants that contribute to sharing universal knowledge and development of scientific

studies in our conference.

Editors
Assoc. Prof. Siiheyla Ucisik Erbilen Assoc. Prof. Kagan Giince
Eastern Mediterranean University Eastern Mediterranean University
Center for Women’s Studies - Chair Faculty of Architecture
Faculty of Education Famagusta, TRNC

Famagusta, TRNC
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ONSOZz
Bu konferans kitab1 Toplumsal Cinsiyet, Mekan, Yer & Kiiltiir temal1 7. Uluslararast Toplumsal

Cinsiyet Konferansinda sunulan bildirilerden bir segki sunmaktadir. Dogu Akdeniz Universitesi
Kadin Arastirmalar1 ve Egitim Merkezi (DAU-KAEM) tarafindan Rauf Raif Denktas Kongre
ve Kiiltir Merkezi’'nde 10-12 Ekim 2019 tarihleri arasinda yapilan Konferans, Merkezin
Toplumsal Cinsiyet Calismalar1 alaninda gergeklestirdigi 7. Uluslararas1 bulugmadir.
Konferansin temel amaci cografya, mimarlik, kent planlama, tarih ve sosyoloji gibi farkl
disiplinlerin toplumsal cinsiyet, mekan, kiiltiir kavramlarina feminist ¢er¢eveden nasil baktigina
dair yeni aragtirmalar1 ortaya koymaktir. Cinsiyet, mekan ve kiiltiir lizerine ¢aligmalar yapan
akademisyenler ve arastirmacilar, cinsiyet, mekan ve kiiltiir arasindaki iliskiyi, ortak
yapilagsmasini sorgulamayi ve ortaya ¢ikarmay1 hedeflemektedirler. ‘Sosyal hayat i¢in mekansal
iligkiler temel tastir’ sdyleminin esas alan feministler tarafindan gelistirilen mekansal kavramlar
ve yaklasimlar, ¢esitli disiplinlere yeni anlayiglar getirmektedir. Bu yaklasimla konferansta,
cinsiyet, mekan ve kiiltiiriin ortak yapilanmasi iizerinde durularak sosyal bilimlerdeki giincel
degisiklikler ve yeni fikirler sunulmustur.

Farkli iilkelerden bilim insanlari, aktivistler, sivil toplum kuruluslarindan ¢ok sayida
temsilcilerin bir araya geldigi ve deneyimlerin paylasildig1 konferansta Ingilizce ve Tiirkge
olmak tizere 165 bildiri sunulmustur. Sunulan bildirilerin yani sira “Hukukta Cinsiyet¢i Kiiltiirii
Sarsan Kadin Hikayeleri ve Hukukun Doniisiimii”, “Sinema ve Reklamlarda Erkeklik(ler)”, “Bu
Diinyanin Yabancist olmak”, “Women in Academia,” “Woman 2000 Gender and International
Relations Special Issue” basliklarini tagiyan bes de panel diizenlenmistir. Konferansa davetli
konusmaci olarak katilan, Istanbul Teknik Universitesi’nin ayni1 zamanda Tiirkiye’nin ilk kadin

Rektorl (1996-2004) ve Avrupa Kadin Rektorler Dernegi’nin (EWORA) ilk baskani, Prof. Dr.
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Giilsiin Saglamer ile Ankara Universitesi Dil ve Tarih Cografya Boliimii Ogretim Uyesi Dog.
Dr. M. Murat Yiicesahin bilgi ve deneyimlerini katilimcilarla paylasmislardir.

Konferansta sunulan c¢alismalara iliskin bildiri Ozetleri, Konferans Duzenleme Kurulu
tarafindan belirlenmis akademik kriterler 1s18inda farkli bakis agilarina sahip Bilim Kurulu
Uyeleri’nin degerlendirmelerine sunulmustur. Uyeler, dzetler hakkinda bircok degerli elestiri
ve Oneri sunmusturlar. Konferans kitabi igerisinde yer alan bildiriler, yazarlara ait gortisleri
icermekte olup, Konferans’in gerceklesmesinde yer alan kisi ve komitelerin  goriislerini
yansitmamaktadir. Konferans kitabinda sunulan bildirilerin tam metinlerinden olusan bir se¢ki
yer almaktadir.

Oldukca verimli gegen ve faydali bir paylasim ortami saglayan, ayni zamanda toplumsal
cinsiyet ¢aligmalarina ivme kazandiran Konferans’in gerceklesmesine katkida bulunan Bilim
Kurulu Uyelerine, KAEM Yonetim Kurulu tiyeleri Prof. Dr. Fatma Gliven Lisaniler, Prof. Dr.
Ayse Isik Giirsimsek, Yrd. Dog. Dr. Nazime Beysan, Yrd. Dog. Dr. Seda Orbay Yiicel’e, ote
yandan konferansin diizenlenmesindeki her asamada yogun bir ¢caba gosteren Merkez Arastirma
Gorevlisi Uzm.Bilcan Bladanli Korkmazel ve Merkez Ogrenci Asistanlarimiz Gokge Efe ve
Aysegiil Bedir’e fedakar ¢alismalarindan 6tiirii tesekkiir ederiz ayn1 zamanda bizlerle birlikte
olarak evrensel bilginin paylasiminda ve gelisimine bilimsel c¢aligmalariyla katkida bulunan

biitlin katilimcilara en igten tesekkiirlerimizi sunariz.

Editorler
Assoc. Prof. Siiheyla Ucisik Erbilen Assoc. Prof. Kagan Giince
Eastern Mediterranean University Eastern Mediterranean University
Center for Women’s Studies - Chair Faculty of Architecture
Faculty of Education Famagusta, TRNC

Famagusta, TRNC
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IS THERE ANY HOME? THE OPPORTUNITIES AND PITFALLS OF
PRESENCE IN LGBT + VENUES

Alican ERALP?

Abstract

Family home might be the first place where LGBT+ individuals intensely experience pressure
and various forms of violence. For many LGBT+ subjects, leaving home is a liberating action
that opens a way for eliminating domestic violence and offers a resource for
establishing/experiencing their identity. Since then, the spaces that queers can be “queer” starts
to be formed for the LGBT+s and gay venues (e.g. gay bars) are one of the critical components
of this transition. They offer adequate information related to identity diversity, relatively safer
zones and a sphere to find oneself or others. It also can enable new forms of relations and a
sense of belonging to a place.

However, there is still a risk that these venues can be repressive for several reasons that have
similarities to the family home dynamics that put obstacles towards queer liberation. This study
focuses on the opportunities and pitfalls of LGBT+ venues by comparison with the experience
of the family home. | investigate the possibilities: Do these venues keep individuals away from
oppression or do they become places where a different form of oppression emerges by expecting
certain performances from their attendees similar to the inside home performance?
Furthermore, | inquiry whether the gay individuals associate these venues with the notion
"home", or the people in the community with the notion "family”. To be able to acquire these
possibilities, the in-depth interviews have been conducted with LGBT+ persons (h=13) who

have experienced physical or digitally gay venues.

Keywords: LGBTI+ Venues, Gay Scene, Gay Community, Alternative Family, Coming-Out

! Graduate Student, Galatasaray University, Media and Communication Studies alicaneralp@gmail.com
10
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Introduction

John D’Emilio (1993) asserts in his article “Capitalism and gay identity” that capitalism
has allowed homosexuals to leave the nuclear family, thus they could create an identity. Surely,
D’Emilio does not suggest that no person in the past had sexual feelings towards same-sex one.
He suggests that capitalism has led homosexuality to emerge as an identity for gays and leshians
to live with. Because homosexuality not only contains “same-sexual intercourse” but also it
usually refers to a lifestyle. He indicates that the thing, that we call “homosexuality”, has come
into existence by crossing through the modern age. In accord with his opinion, the sale and
purchase of labor-power give homosexuals a chance to leave home and become freer to identify
themselves as gay or leshian and build a lifestyle that reflects their identity.

Although D’Emilio examines how the change in modes of production provided a sphere
to build an identity outside of the heterosexual family home, his article triggered me to follow
another inquiry: Drawing upon this article, | deduce that the obstacles to creating an identity in
the family home do not or exist to lesser extent outside of the home. Then, the action in the new
zone established after immediately leaving the family house is a liberating experience. Is it true?

In this article, I investigated the differences between home and outside in terms of
experiencing identity in both spaces, and I explore, if any, the potentials of gays’ experience of
the outside as a cure to family-related or home-related problems. Even though all sexual
identity-based issues do not root in the experience of home and family, it is very usual that the
family does not facilitate the transition process to adulthood of gay individuals (Johnston &
Valentine, 1995; D'Augelli et al., 1998; Valentine & Skelton, 2003). | focused on gay venues as
an out-home experience. The reason that | juxtaposed a gay venue with a family home is the
opposite perceptions towards the possibilities of two spaces. Weston (1995) reveals that queers

feel certain about that they are not the only ones, but others are somewhere not around the home:

11
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“‘There must be not only someone like me but also someone out there somewhere. ‘Like’
others become spatially located at the very point a person enters the gay imaginary (...) From
the start, then, the gay imaginary is spatialized, just as the nation is territorialized. ”’(p. 261-
262)

The existence of gay venues opens a new door into participating in “gay imaginary”.
While the family environment does not usually offer support mechanisms, gay venues possess
the potential to offer queer individuals a resource for developing an identity. These places might
be very effective in finding oneself or others and adequate information about identity, and
relatively safer zones. The most important benefit of these venues is that they offer a space
where a gay can “be gay”, and the gay is certainly sure that these performances are going to be
acknowledged. In other words, to complete the identity, it must be “read and accepted”
(\Valentine & Skelton, 2003: 854) by others, and gay venues provide a platform for them.

These venues have a constructive and restorative effect, nevertheless, they are not free
from societal dynamics. Valentine & Skelton (2003) properly summarize the opportunities and
pitfalls of gay venues:

“On the one hand, it can be a positive, liberating and supportive space that offers a
sense of identity, community, and belonging. On the other hand, it can simultaneously be a site
of danger where young lesbians and gay men can encounter a range of social risks and be
subject to abusive relationships and social exclusion. Vulnerable social groups are not just
marginalized/oppressed, but can also marginalize and oppress each other.” (p.863)

| conducted interviews with the aim of comprehension of the complexity of the two
atmospheres of home and gay scene: “What did gays experience at home, and what did they
find outside?”. To be able to understand the diversity of experiences, I conducted in-depth
interviews with 13 persons who experienced physically and digitally being in gay venues. This

sample consists of an age range from 21 and 40 and the participants live in Istanbul (9) and
12
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Athens (4). Out of 13, 11 participants describe his sexual orientation as a gay male. Although
two of them do not describe themselves as a gay male, they remark that they have been through
same-sex experiences according to a societal view. Moreover, this is a space-focused study and
their assigned genders by society allow them to enter some gay bars and clubs where lesbians
and transgenders cannot do. Thus, I did not hesitate to include them in the study because of their
“gay” experience in gay venues.

I conducted this study with gay males, and this is merely due to a factual limitation.
Especially in Turkey, gay males are more visible in the gay scene and more numerous. LGBT+
venues are under male-domination. However, this situation is not exclusive to Turkey, this
segregation is observable around the world. (Binnie, 1995; Formby, 2017; Browne & Bakshi,
2011). Groups that live familiar experience under the same roof are not usually together in these
places. According to Castells’ (1983) controversial argument, males tend to dominate space
because this is the way they can release themselves from the social and sexual oppression. He
asserts that women do not need a space for solidarity, and they seek relationships and networks.
On the other hand, by virtue of interviews, | learned that some venues do not permit lesbians or
transgenders to enter. In brief, these venues are not LGBT+ affirmative in the present study.
Therefore, I intentionally use the words “gay venues” or “gay scene” or “gays” despite the fact
I'have chosen the article's title containing “LGBT+ venues” to be more inclusive for each person
who is queer or non-heterosexual. The term ‘scene’ is usually referred to as commercial ‘gay’

bars and clubs which are rarely used for ‘LGBT’ bars and clubs (Formby, 2017: 117).

13
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Family Relationships and Home Experiences

One of the remarkable concerns is that the family members are not seen as assistant
elements in the course of the transition process when young individuals know themselves and
construct an identity. None of the participants attribute a facilitator role to his/her family in
sexual orientation related issues. This situation is common for all participants regardless of their
coming out to their families. It is evident that it is not possible to pose the question of sexual
orientation with their family and try to answer it together. For out® participants, the stages
progress in a row by an announcement to the family after self-acceptance. For non-outs, they
consider that the transition would most probably be regressed if they informed their families
during the self-acceptance period. | asked the latter if they have any intention or plan to come
out to the families and none of them indicated any plan or intention of doing that.

Arda, participant aged 25, pointed out: “I'm out to the whole world for ten years, to my
father for two years”. This statement and others helped me to understand that the identity
transition of the participants had been already completed and the role of family was out of
service on understanding a gay person’s one-Self. After the self-acceptance is done, friends are
present for validation which gays usually do not receive from the family. This might be the main
reason that young queers disclose to a close friend before disclosing to parents and other family
members (Rosario, Schrimshaw, & Hunter, 2009) or that they never disclose to the family.

Interviewer: “Have you ever needed support from your family during all sexual

orientation turmoil?”’

! GLAAD, American non-governmental media monitoring organization, suggests that "openly lesbian," "openly
gay," "openly bisexual," or simply "out". To explore the “GLAAD Media Reference Guide - Terms To Avoid™:
https://www.glaad.org/reference/offensive

14
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Samet (30, Istanbul): “It never happened. Because I've already done it in another way
with my family of choice. | have very close friends from whom I took all the supports that | need,
and with whom I can be totally myself. I describe them as family.”

The fact that the participants noted that they have not received any support from the
family during the acceptance, disclosure and validation stages of coming out, this does not
indicate that the missing support from the family is replaceable. A participant living with HIV+
expressed the lack of family support as an obstacle to go on:

“I'd like to able to speak to them about life that I want to live, my relationships and my
health status. | would feel complete, at least | would be a stronger person (...) If I had a different
relationship with my parents, | could have told them the sexual harassment. | could tell it only
a friend. If they knew it, | absolutely would file a complaint. Those days, | extremely wanted
their supports. Extremely.”

On the other hand, everything is not perfect for those who are openly gay. It is a
complicated question “how much validation” that they feel was given to their identity. Although
the participant, named Petros, describes his coming-out moment as a good one, afterward his
mother asks him not to wear “very gay”, not to draw attention in the neighborhood. Another
participant, Sarp also indicates that his mother’s behavior changed after the coming out. For
instance, she started constantly asking him where he goes or stays over the night while she never
did that before.

Along with these sexual orientation-related pressures, Mikhalis, participant aged 26,
points out a greater issue about the family ties. He states that he feels the pressure in the family
scene, but not only for himself. He exemplifies her mother as another person who is not gay but
also tries to fulfill the expected performance at the big family tables. He stated that she does
self-censor while she is with her male siblings. The emphasis here is on the family structure

which mostly limits its members. However, | do not suggest a pollyannaish view of the family
15



Gender, Space, Place & Culture 7! International Conference on Gender Studies e-ISBN: 978-605-9595-30-8

institution, which has an inherently restrictive nature. The agent is not a mystery, it is the
heteronormative system that limits both. It is likely the most compelling part of these relations
that can’t be described as the top-down pressure of the persecutor. Oppressed also can be an
oppressor.

Fotis, openly gay participant aged 21, declared that he hasn't spotted his feminine-phobic
attitude until very recently. He stated that after his coming out to his family, he intensively put
effort to look very masculine to avoid the pressure of family gaze. As a result of this problem,
he admits now that it becomes a part of his character and he exhibited some discriminatory
behaviors to feminine gays in their communications. Another example, Deniz recognized the
interiorized oppressor tendency in the family although s/he tries to destruct it with all his/her
strength:

“One day, I found a condom in my sister’s drawer. Even though I expect her to accept
me having sex with men and that | exactly know her having sex with someone... Holding that
condom in my hands... A bachelor member of my family is having sex. Maybe I still have
something which | could not destroy yet. | quietly put that condom back and | blamed myself for
having this feeling for weeks.” (Deniz, aged 25, Istanbul)

Lastly, the experiences of the participants in the family home atmosphere diversify.
While a home can be a "neutral” or relatively safer space for some, others attributed it with
negative terms like the Sarp's “prison” analogy. However, the distance from the family home is
a critical variable that affects the relationship with the family. For instance, Sarp, aged 27,
asserts that the relationship with his mother is always better when he is far away from home.

Samet also states that it is enough for him: “If they are there and good”.
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Gay Venues and Scene

In the second session of the interviews, the participants expressed their experience of the
gay venue and gay scene. We started with their first visit to a gay bar. The words chosen to
describe the atmosphere of the venue were “unusual”, “different”, “new” and so on. For most,
gay clubs were not similar to anywhere they have seen before. However, the more complicated
side was how they interpret the scene differently even though they have experienced the same
places. In parallel to Weston’s claim (1991: 403), “bars remain a central symbol of identity, and
almost everyone has a story about the first visit to a gay club”. Ozgiir and Deniz describe their
family as “white-middle-class”. Their family resources gave them access to these possibilities,
and they have already had information about the scene. Both stated that they used this advantage,
hence “the image” (a gay scene or kissing gays) did not surprise them. Nevertheless, Samet’s
experience was different. Although Samet does not have the same kind of family, he also has
resources. He has been using the Internet since his childhood. Additionally, he’d made some
researches about gay identity and had watched gay porn several times before the first visit. But
Samet was very surprised for the first time when he visited the gay bar.

“I entered the venue and saw men kissing. This was the biggest shock of my life (...) 1
remember that I couldn't understand how they could have kissed. That day when I realized the
difference between those that I imagine in my mind and the reality, I said to myself ‘you are
nothing’. You are like a militant about gay rights, but you are still afraid of kissing and touching
someone. I decided to come out to my friends before I revolutionize in the world” (Samet, aged
30, Istanbul)

In my opinion, for this case, the gay scene has a positive effect on the normalization of
the participant’s perception of the identity. However, the participants did not describe the

general experiences in the gay scene as a positive experience for several reasons.
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The first problem was the “fresh meat” experience of the participants which is prevalent
among young gays (Eichler, 2012). A young gay who came to a gar bar for the first time usually
feels pressure because he is new in the scene. He draws oppressive attention and feels insecure.
Most of the participants stated that they were harassed in their first experiences in gay venues.
Although the experiences vary by the venue, the problems commonly encountered by the
participants were the disregard of their rejection, and the violation of their bodily integrity.

Although the disturbing experiences related to the harassment have relatively
diminished in years, one concern is not changing: Stares. While stares can easily be a sort of
harass, some people can interpret it as totally different. In Valentine and Skelton’s (2003)
interviews, a respondent explains that the gaze made him nervous but happy as well because it
made him feel normal. However, stares are very challenging for most of the participants in my
study. Regardless of the flirty intents, stares are a very common problem in the gay scene. For
instance, Arda stated that he stays away from the gay scene as the stares made him feel alienated
in these venues where his “presence was supposed to be normalized”.

Another reason to not prefer going to gay venues is music. Jodie Taylor (2012) indicates
in her ethnographic account on the role of music in gay venues that these venues help LGBT+
individuals find each other, and music and dance have an important role in accompanying to
this socialization. For the participants in this study, music has also a crucial role, but not in a
good way: Only one participant indicated that he is satisfied with the music in gay bars. For
most of the rest, music is the main reason to not go to gay bars. Can, participant aged 23,
explained that he preferred a gay-friendly pub for years rather than a gay bar. He remembers
very well the moment when he first stepped into the pub. He narrated that jazz music was
playing and it felt him safer than being in a gay bar playing Turkish pop music.

Rivalry and common standards of the scene are troubling issues for participants. Even

though the level of oppression is not the same for all participants, they state that they were
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included in a rivalry or observed it. Moreover, there is a body/image hegemony in gay spots that
Formby (2007, 116) describes as 'off-putting’ particularly for gay men.

The aforementioned participant, Can, explains that he was very focused on his look for
a certain period because of the impositions of his new friends who desire to get attention in the
gay scene. Enes and Ozgir declared that they were in a competition related to how a young gay
male should look like. Unfortunately, | was told about some experience that can be easily called
as “dating violence”. Sarp and Deniz explained that they were struggling because of the partners
who forced them to adapt to the gay scene where the partners were popular and wanted to show
their relationship off. Enes emphasized the class-based side of this rivalry that he experienced
in his early ages:

“They competed in spending money. | heard a few times someone asked my friend what
he was drinking. ‘Ah! Are you drinking beer? I'm drinking vodka.” One night, my friend swiped
his mother’s necklace to look cooler.” (Enes, aged 24, fstanbul)

The participants compared their physical venue experience to digital one which includes
forums, chat sites and applications in smartphones. Between many differences, ‘rejection” was
a salient factor. Compared to digital experience, being rejected in a gay scene makes attendees
feel more depressive. Because the rejection occurs in front of the eyes of other gays. Therefore,
in a physical place, the attendee can be shyer on approach to someone he liked. Vasilis, aged
40, stated that he has dated up a few times with someone from applications who had ignored
him in the gay scene or an organization. According to him the reason behind this rejection can
be "peer pressure”, or image concerns which the person desires to present himself with "hot
guys".

Lastly, one of the outside experiences that the participants asserted was the Pride parade
as it offers a meeting point for gays. For most participants, the Pride parade evokes strong

feelings that strengthen the community ties for LGBT+. However, Sarp and Vasilis explain that
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they felt some pressures in their previous participation in the Parade similar to the pressures
they feel in gay spots. Yet they also recognize the identity politics behind these events. Vasilis,
an a 40 years old male, declared that he felt excluded in his first parade experience because he
did not see any average-looking person around, and there was low-level queer diversity
containing only a few women. He depicted the atmosphere as “an endless parade of chiseled
naked men”. Vasilis concluded that many things have changed in years at least over the diversity
issue. Sarp’s first parade experience was a more complicated problem:

“It was like... You were in a different group. Especially when you are a teenager,
everybody seems heterosexual. You could not succeed to get involved in that world. And now, a
new group! New rules! | remember that some dynamics seemed too much for me (...) In the
beginning, | was excited, but it looked like it was necessary to feel an affiliation with the group.
You have to perform a new role.” (Sarp, aged 27, Istanbul)

Sarp explained that this feeling has not disappeared even after participating in the Pride
for many times and after gay bar experiences. However, he repeatedly underscored that he has
not any problem with being “too much” or extreme. He declared that he does not intend to judge
people, the problem for him is the feeling that the others will judge him when he does not adapt
to the general scene. Arda also similarly emphasized the feeling that he has to be extreme if he

wants to be part of a gay commune.

Conclusion
Michael Hobbes (2017) questions in his well-elaborated and well-synthesized article in

Huffington Post: “Why Didn't Gay Rights Cure Gay Loneliness?". This question is a donnee

! The title of the article has changed to "TOGETHER ALONE: The Epidemic of Gay Loneliness" after a while. To
see the unedited version: https://twitter.com/highline/status/837156991877414913
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for this study. Gays left the home, built a new one and some of them can live together as married
in those houses. But the “loneliness” could not be fixed so far. And, there are some outputs of
this “loneliness”. For example, young LGBT+ subjects are at "greater risk for major depression,
generalized anxiety disorder, conduct disorder, substance abuse and dependence, multiple
disorders, suicidal behaviors, sexual risk-taking, and poor general health maintenance than are
their heterosexual peers” (Elizur & Ziv, 2001:126).

Although gay bar offers a space where LGBT+ “can find information, support and
develop a positive sense of self-identification and sexuality” (Valentine and Skelton, 2003: 856),
there will be always individuals who cannot afford to be there or adapt to the dominant culture
(Binnie, 1995).

This work proves that the “watchful gaze of other household members” (Johnston &
Valentine, 1995:89) in the family house has been transforming into another form in these
venues. This can make difficulties for LGBT+ individuals who struggle with anxiety than
heterosexuals (King et al., 2008, Timmins, Rimes, & Rahman, 2019). Even if the authority of
parents disappears or reduces to some extent, the opening fills up with the expectation of the
general gay scene. This study proves that the new elective communities may exclude some
individuals, and that “social pluralism and proliferation of communities do not necessarily
guarantee variety or autonomy for all members” (Weeks, 1996: 84).

| have strongly believed that friendship is the key to solve the problems of disadvantaged
groups and solidarity can be possible with powerful commune sense. Friendship and solidarity
among LGBT+s can be interpreted as another example of “sisterhood” sense in women’s
movement. Therefore, Peter Nardi’s declaration always sounds meaningful: “Not only are
friends a form of the family for gay men and lesbhians, but friendships are also a political
statement. (Nardi, 1992: 108). However, the current participants clearly stated that they have

not any strong sense of belonging towards gay venues and the gay community although they do
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not exclude the gay political movement. It is evident that the participants do not associate these
venues with a home feeling. Likewise, the participants do not feel closeness with other members
of the community just because they live similar sexual orientation-based experiences. The
participant, Deniz, has been politically organized for years and actively works in a Istanbul-
based LGBT+ organization. He admits that his thoughts on queer politics have changed in years:
“I don’t have to make friendship with these people (queers) even if we have a genuine
partnership over experience. I realized that at this age.”

There is a critical point that should not be ignored although these findings are effective
in understanding the sense of belonging. In my study, all the participants are graduated or
continuing their educations. And, they live in one of the very cosmopolitan cities of their
countries like Istanbul or Athens. They have been able to access resources including non-
homophobic friends or gay-friendly places. Additionally, all of them have been using the
internet since childhood. Fortunately, their socio-economic status put these individuals in a
relatively more advantageous position in this disadvantaged commune. In my opinion, the fact
that none of the participants experienced a financial and emotional boycott by their families
causes low emotional investment in these venues and people. Valentin and Skelton (2003)
question Ulrich Beck’s thesis on the declination of class-oriented ties. In contrast to Beck’s
ideas, the authors reveal that class determinism is still forceful in this field. For instance, the
university atmosphere is more tolerant to a young gay from the middle-class yet the places where
a young gay, whose working-class family expects him/her to fulfill more macho gender roles,
can “be gay” are more limited. The living conditions of gays from the working-class are likely
to be harder and more complicated. Therefore, these places might be the sole chance to “be gay”
for someone even though it is not for the current participants. With the participants’ meaningful

contributions, | consider that while examining why some gays do not prefer these venues, it is
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important to try to comprehend why these places are highly important for the gay commune for
which class ties are still very decisive:

“When I was an adolescent, | used to hang out in a place named Machine which is too
crawling with lubunya®. We knew -X- (a gay bar currently working in Istanbul) but did not go
there. We used to not like that place. Because my company was very white. [ hadn’t these kinds
of worries at that time (...) Once I got -X-, I noticed that it is a kind of class discrimination that
I'm doing. There was no one in Machine who is a construction worker, but you see him in -X-.
He does construction works six days of the week in Bagcilar and afterward, he comes there with
an evening bus. He enjoys the night until morning and then leaves the venue. He waits for the
morning bus for two hours. Because he is also a ‘lubunya’ and wants to reach the scene, too.

But he has just limited opportunities. ” (Deniz, aged 25, Istanbul)

In conclusion, I am returning to the beginning with the question of “Is there any home?”’.
By following answers, | am partly able to approach the complexity of the family and home
issues. In the article focused on transgender murders, Zengin (2015) is certainly sure that “the
appeal of the notion (of the family) and the desire forms created by it is never going to stop
poking us” (51). In the conclusion of the current inquiry, I come to agree with Zengin’s idea.
The family and the home are very strong notions than | expected and mostly associated with
biological (or assigned) family and its place. The most appropriate matching for the assessment
mentioned is Enes' experience. Although he explains that he severely feels the lack of attention
and support from his family throughout his life and that he completely found it for a short period
in the gay venues, he clearly stated that the notion of family and home can never be replaced

with something else.

! “Lubunya” is a term in the Turkish queer-language, roughly equal to the word “queer”.

23



Gender, Space, Place & Culture 7! International Conference on Gender Studies e-ISBN: 978-605-9595-30-8

It is seen that the alternative mechanism could not be created which is offering the gays
what they expect to get from the family notion. Eleanor Formby (2017) asserts that gay venues
are not formed to create LGBTI-affirmative space but are self-created by running from the
heteronormative world. She describes this process as a “push than pull effect” (p.132). It is
possible that this effect is the main reason for these contradictions. People probably encounter
each other incidentally while escaping from somewhere they are not accepted instead of meeting
to form a community based on common sharing. Family-based wounds might not be, therefore,

bound up.

References

Binnie, J. (1995). Trading places: consumption, sexuality and the production of queer space. In
D. Bell & G. Valentine (Eds.), Mapping desire: Geographies of sexualities. London: Routledge.

Browne, K., & Bakshi, L. (2011). We are here to party? Lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans
leisurescapes beyond commercial gay scenes. Leisure Studies, 30(2), 179-196.
https://doi.org/10.1080/02614367.2010.506651.

Castells, Manuel (1983). The city and the grassroots: a cross-cultural theory of urban social
movements. London: Edward Arnold.

D’Augelli, A. R., Hershberger, S. L., & Pilkington, N. W. (1998). Lesbian, gay, and bisexual
youth and their families: Disclosure of sexual orientation and its consequences. American
Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 68(3), 361-371. https://doi.org/10.1037/h0080345.

D'Emilio, J. (1993). Capitalism and gay identity. In Abelove, H., Barale, M. A., & Halperin, D.
M. (Eds.). The Lesbian and gay studies reader. New York: Routledge.

Eichler, M. (2012). Consuming my way gay: An autoethnographic account of coming out as
consumptive pedagogy. SAGE Open, 2(3), 215824401245757.
https://doi.org/10.1177/2158244012457578.

Elizur, Y., & Ziv, M. (2001). Family Support and Acceptance, Gay Male Identity Formation,
and Psychological Adjustment: A Path Model*. Family Process, 40(2), 125-144.
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1545-5300.2001.4020100125.X.

Formby, E. (2017). Exploring LGBT spaces and communities: Contrasting identities,
belongings and wellbeing (1st ed.). https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315747798.

24


https://doi.org/10.1080/02614367.2010.506651
https://doi.org/10.1037/h0080345
https://doi.org/10.1177/2158244012457578
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1545-5300.2001.4020100125.x
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315747798

Gender, Space, Place & Culture 7! International Conference on Gender Studies e-ISBN: 978-605-9595-30-8

Hobbes, M. (2017) Together alone: The epidemic of gay loneliness. [Online] Available at:
https://highline.huffingtonpost.com/articles/en/gay-loneliness/ [accessed 31.10.2016].

Johnston, L., & Valentine, G. (1995). Wherever | lay my girlfriend, that's my home: the
performance and surveillance of lesbian identities in domestic environments. In D. Bell and G.
Valentine (eds.), Mapping desire: Geographies of sexualities, London, Routledge.

King, M., Semlyen, J., Tai, S. S., Killaspy, H., Osborn, D., Popelyuk, D., & Nazareth, 1. (2008).
A systematic review of mental disorder, suicide, and deliberate self-harm in lesbian, gay and
bisexual people. BMC Psychiatry, 8(1), 70. https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-244X-8-70.

Nardi, P. (1992) That’s what friends are for: friends as a family in the gay and lesbian
community. In Ken Plummer (ed.), Modern homosexualities: fragments of lesbian and gay
experience. London: Routledge.

Rosario, M., Schrimshaw, E. W., & Hunter, J. (2009). Disclosure of sexual orientation and
subsequent substance use and abuse among lesbian, gay, and bisexual youths: Critical role of
disclosure reactions. Psychology of addictive behaviors: journal of the Society of Psychologists
in Addictive Behaviors, 23(1), 175-184. https://doi.org/doi:10.1037/a0014284.

Taylor, J. (2012). Playing it queer: Popular music, identity, and queer world-making. Bern; New
York: Peter Lang.

Timmins, L., Rimes, K. A, & Rahman, Q. (2019). Minority stressors, rumination, and
psychological distress in lesbian, gay, and bisexual individuals. Archives of Sexual Behavior.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-019-01502-2.

Valentine, G., & Skelton, T. (2003). Finding oneself, losing oneself: the lesbian and gay “scene”
as a paradoxical space. International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 27(4), 849-866.
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.0309-1317.2003.00487 .X.

Weeks, J. (1996) The idea of a sexual community. Soundings: A Journal of Politics and Culture,
2:71-84.

Weston, K. (1991). Families we choose: Lesbians, gays, kinship. New York: Columbia
University Press.

Weston, K. (1995). Get thee to a big city: Sexual imaginary and the great gay migration. GLQ:
A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies, 2(3), 253-277. https://doi.org/10.1215/10642684-2-3-
253.

Zengin, A. (2015). Sevginin 6liim diinyasi: aile, arkadashik ve trans cenazeleri. Kiiltiir ve
Siyasette Feminist Yaklasimlar, 26(3), 38-52.

25


https://highline.huffingtonpost.com/articles/en/gay-loneliness/
https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-244X-8-70
https://doi.org/doi:10.1037/a0014284
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-019-01502-2
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.0309-1317.2003.00487.x
https://doi.org/10.1215/10642684-2-3-253
https://doi.org/10.1215/10642684-2-3-253

Gender, Space, Place & Culture 7! International Conference on Gender Studies e-ISBN: 978-605-9595-30-8
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Abstract

This study addresses the concept of semiotics in the context of building with a focus on analyzing
the phenomenon of aesthetics. The effect of symbolic representations in architecture and the
semiotic of architecture in relationship to gender sensitivity form the main objective of the study.
Relying on the symbolic nature of architecture as a work of art, an empirical analysis was
undertaken of how buildings and other design elements in the built environment can trigger an
aesthetic experience including sexuality. The two case studies Ricardo Bio fill Walden 7, Spain
and Walking Street Pattaya, Thailand were the public places analyzed.

Here the building form, nature and landscaping, and the color of material finishes have a strong
effect on humans where their architectural design coupled with locational site served as a major
source of attraction to people. It includes heterosexual and lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender
and (LGBT) communities. Finally, the study concludes that architecture is socially constructed
and building could be gendered through its semiotic contents.
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Introduction

Architecture is basically referred to as a product of design and construction however, for
anthropologists and critic’s it is an expressive subject articulating the paradigm of
communication (Bonta, 1979). It is in this approach that Marxists considered tall buildings as
expressive of social class in capitalist society and feminists as a representation of gender and
class domination by the patriarchy. A building as a symbolic artifact is a well-grounded
phenomenon since ancient civilization for example both the Greeks and ancient Romans
honored the phallus and worshiped Priapus, the well-endowed god of fertility and built temples
and monuments to worship him, utilizing phallic architecture and sculpture (Phallic
Architecture, 2014).

Based on the above, a study is carried out in order to explore the semiotic nature of
architecture and its role as an aesthetic object in shaping the gender spaces. The main objectives
of the study are to: describe the expressive meaning of architecture, explore the sexual
semiology of spaces, describe the aesthetic experience in buildings and define the relationship
between gender and building. Similarly, the study is expected to answer the questions: How do
buildings mean? Are there any relationship between architecture and emotion; in other words,
does the built environment affect human sexuality? And Are there any relationship between
gender and building?

The study is expected to figure out the role of architecture in bodily pleasure, sexuality
and to provide a justification for explaining the rationale behind human’s choice of building
form, spaces, materiality, color finishes and landscaping in both residential and public places
like hotels, bars, clubs, go-go clubs, brothels, etc.

Therefore in the study literature sources such as peer-reviewed journals, books and internet

materials will be used and further two 2 case studies will be carried out. The study is structured
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into five chapters: first is the introduction and overview of the research, second is the Extent of
the Meaning of Architecture, the Third is the Sexual Semiology of Buildings and Spaces, the

fourth is the Discussion and Findings and finally the conclusion.

The Extent of the Meaning of Architecture

The expressive meanings of the architecture are well documented, there are numerous
shreds of evidence on that just as Juan Pablo Bonta notes, architectural history as we know it
has been written tacitly adhering to the crudest version of the paradigm of communication
(Bonta, 1981), Similarly Umberto Eco shared the same view according to him, “we commonly
do experience architecture as communication, even while recognizing its functionality” (Eco,
1997). In this sense, architecture is, therefore, a semiotic work of art and hence interpretational
(Figure 1). Thus, this chapter will examine the relationship between architecture and sex and

architecture and aesthetic experiences.

Figure 1: A Semiotic Triangle Adapted from Ogden and Richard Semiotic Triangle (1923)
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Architecture and Sex
Tall buildings are often referred to as a symbol of masculinity to the extent such iconic
buildings have an identity serving as a local source of amusement and inspiration and similarly
attract tourists from different cities across the globe as seen in Figures 2,3 and 4. In analyzing
their meaning, following the work in The Production of Space by Henri Lefebvre, he noted that
buildings of phallic architectural type metaphorically symbolize "force, male fertility, masculine
violence™ (Lefebvre 1991:287). However, phallic architecture in most cases creating a symbolic
representation in building purposefully or not is always a source of amusement and a tourist
attraction. Just as the Ypsilanti water tower is now a tourist center so also is the Colonna
Mediterranean
Some of the early examples of the relationship between architecture and sex can be
found in ancient times where genitalia and human sexuality have a fascination, for example,
both the ancient Greeks and ancient Romans honored the phallus and worshiped Priapus, the
well-endowed god of fertility and built temples and monuments to worship it, utilizing phallic
architecture and sculpture (Phallic Architecture, 2014). In modern time such buildings
proliferated and architect often use the forms specifically for inspirational purpose typical
example of such phallic buildings includes Y psilanti Water Tower of Michigan, Torre Agbar of
Barcelona Spain, (fig 2), Empire State Building, New York (Figure 3), and the Colonna
Mediterranean in Luqua, Malta (fig 4). However, the Colonna Mediterranean monument which
was designed and erected by an artist Paul Vella Critien with a conceptual meaning as a “3D
Egyptian symbol” an Egyptian obelisk has a contradicting meaning by the public. They see it
as a phallic monument, due to its symbolic nature depicted by the architectural features on it,
the aesthetic experience shows such, hence been tagged a gender assault that is not acceptable
to many. There is such semiotic architecture all over the world which conveys meaning to

onlookers that have some sensitivity on gender issues.
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Figure 2: Ypsilanti Water Tower. Figure 3: Empire State Bldg, New York Figure 4:Colonna Mediterranea, Malta

Figure 2: Ypsilanti Water Tower has become a monumental structure attracting people
from different, angles built-in 1890, today the tower is Frequently joked about for its
phallic shape. (Source: bing.com/images/Ypsilanti Water Tower)

Figure 3: Empire State Building is a notable landmark and one of the American

cultural icons Briginshaw (2001) describes the tall building as the symbol of American

pride and "The ultimate sign of American phallic  power"”

Wikipedia.org/wiki/Empire_State Building Retrieved 24th October, 2019)

Figure 4: Colonna Mediterranean popularly known as Luga monument in Malta, which

has created a controversy over its phallic

appearance.(Wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonna.Retrieved on 24th October 2019)

Moreover, the effect of the quality of the built environment on sexual arousal cannot be
overemphasized. There are lots of shreds of evidence on the role of space in conditioning sexual
relations. In the Sex and Building: Modern Architecture and Sexual Revolution (2013), Richard
Williams made a discursive analysis of this. According to him any space that places a premium
on bodily pleasure might reasonably be described as erotic even if the primary purpose is not
sex; sauna is generally erotic in the popular imagination (Figure 5).

Further, in relation to the power of architecture in igniting sensory experiences, Roxanne
Mountford opines “space has heuristic power over their inhabitants and spectators by forcing
them to change both their behavior” (Mountford, 2001). And Michel Foucault notes “power has

its principles not so much in a person as in a certain concerted distribution of bodies, surfaces,

light, gazes, in an arrangement whose internal mechanism produces the relation in which
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individuals are caught up” (Foucault, 1990). Therefore, architecture could be said to have a
long-standing relationship with sex and thus has a spirit of space and tend to exert inherent

power over its occupant.

Architecture and Aesthetic Experiences

Aesthetic experience has been part of the human phenomenon since ancient times, for
example in ancient Greeks, Plato and Aristotle shared the same point of view on aesthetics, both
regarded music, poetry, architecture, and drama as fundamental institutions within the body
politic. Similarly in medieval times, more widely diffused among medieval thinkers was the
Neo-Platonist theory, in which beauty is seen as a kind of divine order conforming to
mathematical laws: the laws of number, which are also the laws of harmony, this continue to be
dominant view until the early renaissance. And in modern times, Francis Hutcheson was perhaps
regarded as the first to place the problem of aesthetic judgment among the central questions of
epistemology, in his inquiry: How can we know that something is beautiful? What guides our
judgment and what validates it? He concludes: aesthetic judgments are perceptual and take their
authority from a sense that is common to all who make them. Immanuel Kant also attempted to
describe the imagination as a distinctive faculty, active in the generation of scientific judgment
as well as aesthetic pleasure (Scruton and Munro, 2018).

The rise of capitalism and the social class system in the 20th century made a strong
impact on our society; people value pleasure, money, and power. Similarly consumption
becomes their cultural hallmark, at the level of consumption, people tend to fetishize the built
environment; they made their buildings as aesthetics objects in which they derive all sorts of
sexual desires and satisfaction (Figure 6). Similarly, they buy commaodities neither on the
account of their utility nor as status-symbols; but in order to get the experience provided by

them, they consume them in order to make their life pleasurable and meaningful. Materials like
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concrete, steel, and glass enable them to build spaces of their choice with the spirit of place.
Some of the notable aesthetic modernist architects are Le Corbusier, and Frank Lloyd Wright
(Figure 5) and Alvar Aalto as Juhani Pallasmaa argues their architecture is based on a full

recognition of the embodied human condition engaging all the human senses (Juhani, 2012).

Figure 5: Aesthetic Taliesin Winter Home Figure 6: Architecture as Aesthetic Object

Figure 5: A pool and terrace at Taliesin West winter home built by Frank Lloyd Wright
for himself. Today the building possesses an almost, prehistoric grandeur (Source:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taliesin_West)

Figure 6: A modernist residence with an outdoor pool designed for amusement and
other bodily pleasure (Source: https://www.homestratosphere.com/swimming-pool-
ideas)

The Sexual Semiology of Building and Spaces

The preceding sections provide a theoretical background of the symbolic nature of
architecture where it exists both as expressive and stimulating through which aesthetician finds
all sorts of pleasure and satisfaction. However, this chapter will examine the architecture of two
buildings specifically Ricardo Bio fill Walden 7 and Walking Street Pattaya, Thailand to provide
a concrete example.
Case study 1: Ricardo Biofill Walden 7

Walden 7 is a live model of utopian vision of communal space that majorly drew
inspiration from science-fiction novel Walden 2 written in 1948 by psychologist B.F Skinner-

a vision of a utopian society living in which all cultural norms were rejected in favor of a self-
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enforced code of behavior. Although Skinner too sourced his idea from Henry David Thoreau’s
1854 work Walden that featured liked-minded of mid-19th-century middle-class life. The
current building is 16 story building represented in a vertical labyrinth completed in 1974,
attracting a breed of a middle-class community located at the Catalonian region of Spain in the
Sant Just Desvern suburban area, designed by Ricardo Biofill.

Architectural Features from case study 1:

Walden 7 is basically tall building and idiosyncratic in every respect, the building itself
was conceptualized through biological analogies in which a 28-meter square module served as
the basic unit of the structure and is organized and stacked up to form a 16-story residential
complex. Each floor is in such a way that it shifted slightly from the one below and thereby
creating a contrasting light effect and similarly the space created by the incremental
displacement allows for a network of walkways and public spaces. The following are some of
the architectural features of the building:

. The physical form of the building looks like winding vertical labyrinth consisting of 500

residences of self-sufficient city miniature

. There are 4 internal courtyards that run the full height of the building

. The exterior is coated with red material and the interior with azure sky blue
. Picturesque landscaping with two swimming pools at the rooftop

. There is a basement floor for car parking.

Semiotic Meaning of the Walden 7 Environments

Apart from the fact that Walden 7 drew its inspiration from mid-19th century utopian
vision, the building is tall, coated with exciting colors and also located at the outskirt of the town
then in 1975 when it was commissioned giving enough room for eroticism by like-minded

bohemians. Therefore, the building is basically an alternative to the normative family
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experience. From the onset, the exterior of the building has a red coating (Figure 6) whereas in
the interior has azure sky blue which in accordance with the color psychology is expressive; the
red simply signifies lust, excitement, and love and the blue calmness, pleasure, and coziness
(Aslam, 2006; Labrecque & Milne, 2011). In this sense, the colors are used as a stimulant to
both draw the attention of passers-by and to conditions the sexual euphoric life in the building.
More importantly, there are pot plants, garden furniture, and two swimming pools at the rooftop
to allow for a glimpse of the sky above (Figure 7). The rooftop, in fact, turns out to be a nude
sunbathing spot with four pools in the center of living space. According to a narration when it

was freshly built Walden attracted diverse prostitutes and transsexuals (King, 2016).

Figure 6: Ricardo Biofill Walden 7 Building Figure 7: An aerial view of Ricardo Biofill
Walden 7

Figure 6: Exterior view of Ricardo Biofill Walden 7 intentionally painted with red tiles
in order to create a striking effect on onlookers (Source:
https://frieze.com/article/fortress-solitude)
Figure 7: An aerial view of Walden 7 showing all the 4 full heights the courtyard and
two swimming pools at the expense of the sky for eroticism (Source:
https://frieze.com/article/fortress-solitude)
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Case study2: Walking Street Pattaya, Thailand

Perhaps one of the major defining features of any public place is its sociability. Walking
Street is a public entertainment, and red-light district, located in the city of Pattaya, Thailand.
In addition to a large number of institutions offering sexual entertainment, Walking Street is
known for its beer bars, restaurants, sports bars, go-go bars, night clubs, and hotels. Walking
Street has a spirit of place and atmospheric tone coupled with beautiful beaches make it a
popular tourist site attracting both local and international tourists.

Architectural Features from case study 2

Walking Street atmospheric tone apart from being perceivable, the red-light district was
fashionably designed with various spaces that match the pattern of behavior that people engage
in to support both the functional and biological requirements of the space. The following are
some of the architectural features of the place.
. Buildings: walking street is an island of love structured with numerous fantastic resort
and spa luxury buildings and spaces offering a number of sex-oriented services including dining,
massaging and go-go dancing. The hotels are mostly a storey building featuring Le Corbusier
concept of communal spaces with number of terraces, rooftop gardens, and exterior glass walls
for the visitor to have a look of the outside environment (Figure 8).
. Landscaping: there is a varying number of recreational spaces along the beachfront with
beautiful coconut trees, swimming pools and different seating furniture for dining and massage;
however, some outdoor gardens are situated at rooftop enjoying beautiful views of the
surrounding environment.
. Material finishes: warm material finishes, particularly in the indoor environments, were
chosen specifically to create a dramatic and romantic effect this is obvious in most of the beer
and go-go bars, restaurants, night club and the building fagade along the walking street (Figure

9).
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Figure 8: Arcadia Beach Resort, Pattaya Figure 9: A Night View of Walking Street, Pattaya

Figure 8: Arcadia beach resort is selective in material finishes and, design to offer best

pleasure and recreation services for, the visitors including massaging, dining and

swimming selected for the visitor.

(Source: bing.com/images/walkingstreetpattayal8:10:19)

Figure 9: walking street Pattaya is known for its various sociabilities, such as

entertainment, bars, nightclubs, and sex-oriented services. The street is known for its

neon signage and also in the interior, particularly in go-go bars colors are decisive.

(Soure:bing.com/images/walkingstreetpattayal8:10:2019)
Discussion and Findings

In this study, it is clear that there is a strong connection between architecture and human
emotion as we can see from the mid-20th-century architecture. Le Corbusier and Frank Lloyd
Wright are among the famous aesthetician that design buildings to have a strong effect on the
user. This could be seen demonstrably in their Villa Savoye and Fallingwater projects
respectively.

Also, material finishes and nature in the form of effective landscaping are among the
strong design elements architects use to create a dramatic effect on the people. Further, these
elements play a vital role in a sexual relationship, they are among the essential features of the

romantic architecture of the 19th century in which nature, unusual colors and geometric

building form are used to create an intense emotional feeling.
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Moreover, architecture is also symbolic artifact as noted by feminist, Briginshaw (2001)
and Lefebvre (1991) that tall buildings metaphorically symbolize force and male fertility. In this
sense, a building represents gender. Similarly, Greek and Roman worshiping of Priapus the
well-endowed god of fertility and they built temple and building in the form of phallic form are

other examples supporting the gendered nature of building form.

Conclusion

Architecture as a work of art is a meaningful entity built upon a paradigm of
communication, similarly, as an aesthetic object, architecture can be felt by the senses in which
its design and internal arrangement of material and spaces could trigger a sensation including
sexuality.

Similarly, architecture is a product of social function as it is a common theme in the
brutalist design. It gives meaning based on its components and features. Therefore, architecture
culturally produces an artifact. In this sense, architecture could be produced to symbolize a
particular set of people in line with its culture, location, features around it and design objective.
Referring to the case study, Walden 7 for example, when it was freshly built it attracted diverse
prostitutes and transsexuals. Further, many public places such as tourist sites, resort and spa
hotels, night clubs, among others are designed to give a functional identity to the respective
gender group. Finally, there is a strong connection between building and gender, in other words,

a building could be gendered.
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QUEERING THE FORMAL ARCHITECTURE

Armagan GULHAS!

Abstract

Unlike current architectural discourses, it's known well that, education and practical
applications of architecture sustain its formality on space and city. While the formal and
functional perception in architecture causes a lack of relationality between the inputs in space,
it restrains this relationality to masculine position within a Cartesian duality.

Along with the dualities between form/matter and subject/object; the motivation of creating,
designing and organizing establish the problematic of this study. As an alternative way of this
heteronormative stance in space, queering the formal architecture creates different passages
within architectural education and practices. This move makes it possible to look for the
problem by excluding the formal and solution-focused reductionist approach, rather than
solving it.

In this way, with the materialization of the formal thought, space gets rid of various abstractions
and enters into an ambiguous embodiment. The links that will be established in the triangle of

architectural, feminist and queer theory will be providing an alternative view of architecture.

Keywords: Queer, Formal Architecture, Problem, Solution
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Introduction

Problematizing the essentialist concepts and behaviors within normative relations in
architecture can be one of the ways of queering architecture. Proposing a queer perspective
against solution-focused policies as being the main idea in the study, enables to create
motivation for carrying the assumed information and methods from the area of solutions to the
area of problems within architecture, being an area of establishing identities. Causing for
assumptions to which neutrality and originality are attributed, to undergo deconstruction, creates
for a tendency to appear for problematization of assumed solutions. Therefore, the application
of a queer perspective in the axis of problem and solution concepts seems to be a way of making
it visible. In the study, primarily general information will be given about the concept of queer
and its usages and descriptive relations of queer shall be problematization. By passing on to the
concept of queering, discussions about architectural acts will be made by using examples that

will create opposition with solution-focused strategies of Neufert.

Methodology

In this study, as being a way of queering the construction forms which I have formally
defined within architecture, it will be focused on problematization of solution-focused attitude.
As a method, examples from the book of “Architects’ Data” which is frequently referred to in
the triangle of architectural design-application and training as a source, as being a work of
Neufert that has been published in 1936 and which has reached our time by being extended,

shall be used in comparison with architectural acts proposing different viewpoints.
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On the Indefinability of Queer

Generally queer is a concept that has been included in identity policy as having a usage
that extends opinion and expression area compressed within dual forms of homosexuality-
heterosexuality, together with oppositions in relation to a stable communal gender concept. By
deeming negative effects created by monolithic structuring of identities as a problem, in the
other categories, a search for perspective in which aspects like race and ethnicity have
interrelated constitutes a fundamental basis for the queer idea. While there are different queer
definitions, as a common definition, by transforming gender, communal gender and normative
order of sexuality into a problem, queer which turns identity, community and policy approach
upside down, can be defined as a concept that criticizes all types of identity, community and
communal gender alternatives believed to have evolved through natural ways. (Jagose, 2010:
121) If queer is defined on commonality of infinite sexual identity, practical, expressive areas,
it would be correct to read it as a criticism relating with identity concept and not as a pluralist
liberalism: “Because queer is the response given to restrictions caused by emphasizing freedom
and identity awareness in lesbian, feminist and gay movements”. (2010: 154)

The reduction of validity of liberal, ethnical and separatist concepts relating to identities
through historical progress, has also prepared the ground for queer to come out. In contrast to
exclusive tendencies coming out with separate identity categories such as lesbian and gay,
ambiguity of queer has come to the forefront. Queer concept, has a placement in architecture,
which increases its impact through time. When Betsky defines a venue by using the concept of
queer, she mentions about places that are mixtures of human-made/natural spaces and
real/imaginative ones. By matching this new alternative queer space with counter architecture,
she defines them as free spaces being relieved from classification of buildings and social

coding’s. (Betsky, 1997: 25). Even though she states that she does not limit queer with spaces
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relating to sexual preferences of people, queer venue examples given by Betsky (gymnasia,
Turkish baths, gay bars, etc..) seem to be restrictive in many respects. In this study, relationship
of space with queer will not only be evaluated as per the visibility or effectiveness of queer
individuals or situations relating with sexual desires in the space, but instead of mentioning what
constitutes a queer space, by investigating how they have formed, it will be focused on making
this information become useful.

By eliminating the descriptive relationship of space with queer, considering queer with
a viewpoint, in fact, overlaps with ambiguity and non-descriptive aspect of queer. Investigating
queer in this way, criticizes forms of domination and construction in architecture while

encouraging to transform them at the same time.

From Queer X to Queering X

With the usage of queer in the form of the “Queer X” mold in which it is present as a
factor being qualitative and descriptive, | think that a relevant architectural reading will have a
solution-focused, stable structure, reducing conceptual ambiguity of queer. For this reason,
instead of describing architecture or spaces with queer, queer comes out in front of us as a
perspective, to assert queering, as having a usage that is action-focused and which does not
restrict its potential.

One of the most important differences that exist conceptually between queer and
queering is related to timeliness and completeness. While something that is described as queer,
defines a finished-completed time, queering defines the process itself and it's not being
completed and that its ending bears ambiguity. The best example that can be given for this is
queer space examples of Betsky which | have previously mentioned about. Queering, which we
situate opposite to this, is a structure that destroys what exists and hacks it, and it also contains

queer in an explicit way. Therefore, for relations, usage of queering instead of queer among the
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concepts and methods bears a critical role in this study which we realize about architecture.
While questioning the formal relations and solution-focused structure of architecture, the
situation where perspective which emphasizes the problematic aspect with design bears

assertion of queering finds its corresponding features.

On the Formality

While formality is mainly related to material form in architectural hypothesis, with a
wide perspective, it defines thought organizations going beyond what is material. Formal
perspective corresponds to a system that has the assertion of universality and that basis the
applied methods on abstract acceptances. Whether they are practical, theoretical or pedagogical,
architectural acts place architecture in an area creating practical/functional/aesthetic solutions
to problems as the outcome of formal perspectives. Even though we see oppositions to formal
viewpoints from different ways, nowadays we can not observe that this is reflected much on
architectural acts. Although architectural design contains a process and socioeconomically and
ethical layers being included, formal relations that are tried to be established as based on the
final product and particulars defined by it, continue to remain at the forefront. Therefore,
materializing formal relations is one of the conditions of queering architecture. Passing from
abstract interrelations to the world of material relations and shifting solution-focused
organization relating to design to design problem can be one of the first aims. Hence, it can be
possible to transform inferences and methods relating to design and space from an

abstract/masculine/bodiless world into a conditioning process that embodies and queers.

Formality of Definable Architecture

Not only in architectural design but also in articulated urban spaces, discussion of
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effectiveness of formal relations and social codes constitute the starting point. Solution focused
politics of architecture and design creation, should be seen as an attitude deepening formal
relations and social codes. While Agrest mentions about designed and non-designed productions
and interrelations, he states that design being created in architecture passes through a normative
cultural process as being different from what has not been. By neglecting formal comparisons
among different architectural approaches in architecture, he emphasizes the difference between
what has been designed and what has not been designed. While he defines the act of design
creation as a social practice among approved rules and norms, he states that non-designed
productions resolve the limits of architecture. (Agrest, 1974: 48) While the situation of not being
designed is quite in contact with queer within venue scale, problematization of designed one
shall feed queer thinking practices in relation to the space. By starting from the point emphasized
by Agrest, problematization of normative relations in architecture and the essentialist concepts
and behaviors, pulls architecture into the queer. Therefore, application of queering, as being an
act, in the axis of problem and solution concepts in the plane of architecture, seems to be the

way of making it become visible.

On the Problem of Solution-Focused Perspective

If thinking of a problem in a philosophical plane is defined with a Bergson approach, it
will be more related with finding it instead of solving it. A speculative problem will be resolved
at the moment when it is correctly revealed. In another way of saying it, if a problem can be
expressed, its solution will also be included in it as being covered. (Deleuze, 2014: 55).
However, general opinion in empirical area is related with the idea that problem will disappear

together with the solution.
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Hence, the questions to be asked could be as: “Do problems exist until their solutions
are found? “Does a problem only correspond to lack of knowledge or is it only a pedagogical

aspect?”

“However, just as in geometry we imagine the problem solved, so in algebra
we operate upon unknown quantities as if they were known: this is how we pursue the
hard work of reducing problems to the form of propositions capable of serving as
cases of solution. We see this clearly in Descartes. The Cartesian method (the search
for the clear and distinct) is a method for solving supposedly given problems, not a
method of invention appropriate to the constitution of problems or the understanding
of questions. The rules concerning problems and questions have only an expressly

secondary and subordinate role. “(Deleuze, 1994: 161)

Thinking act that is perceived as a search for solution relating to the existing problem,
constitutes a social and pedagogical prejudice for Deleuze. (Smith, 2006: 146) Since thinking
about the problem as constituting an interface on the way to find a solution, creates a priority
relationship, it can be considered to be a wrong practice to the attributed values. It is not
sufficient to solve a problem with a series of cases being created with an analytical perspective.
While the solution corresponds to non-continuity forming in the continuity of the problem,
forgetting about the problem that is assumed as being solved, transforms the solution into an
abstract generality. (Deleuze, 2017: 221) On the other hand, while being only involved with
correctness or wrongness of solutions, the question about how correct the problem is, is not
frequently asked. However, it is also required to mention that many of the problems are
correlated with solutions in the form of memorizing. According to Deleuze, our belief in that

correct and wrong concepts are related to solutions starts from the moment when we are a child
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and it is a communal aspect. These packages in which problems having data are combined with
memorized solutions, constitute strategic productions formed to avoid problems to be thought
about. For the problems given by teachers, the only thing expected from the student is to solve
them. And it is a fact that what corresponds to the solution in this example is equal to
memorizing the solution. Therefore, this structure that is created is a kind of slavery that avoids
the establishment of creative opinion. Actual freedom is not related to coming up with
memorized solutions to a problem having data but it is related to having the competency to
determine what the problems are about. (Deleuze, 2014: 55)

Its difference from the solution of problem is that it has a structure that has been
determined objectively. (Smith, 2006: 138) In this situation, while solution corresponds to what
is pragmatic, problem that is the structure constituting is virtual. Virtuality of problem is related
to the structure that continuously changes/produces the solution and itself. Passages between
problem and solution and creative transformations, constitute potential areas as being different
from problems having data and memorized solutions. The problematic area that can be defined
as this kind of a plurality area can also be considered as a deduction that starts from the problem
and goes towards accidents and events including the relevant conditions and solutions. (Smith,
2006: 145) Problematiczation does not mean representation of something that previously existed
or the creation of what does not exist. It can be considered as acts that include opinions that
place a situation in the game of wrong/correct aspects (political, ethical, scientific, etc).
(Foucault, 1990: 257)

Way of asking questions gives opinions relating to the problem and subject. The question
of “What?”, bears hierarchical aspects within itself due to its essence. In return for the
hierarchical structure in the questions, Nietsczhe transforms questions into question formats of
“Who?”” and “Which?”. Instead of the question of “What is tragedy?”, by asking the question of

“Who are Apollo and Dionysos?”, and instead of the question of “What is reality?”, by asking
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the question of “Who want to have the truth?”, he develops his way of thinking. With the
changing of questions, while facts turn into interpretations, problem becomes very apparent.
(Wasser, 2017: 60) McCormack, mentions about a critical point about how problem is asked.
As a problem, he considers terrorism as the subject and he asks this question: “Can terrorism
come to an end?”. According to McCormack, terrorism is a phenomenon regarding which
problem-solving parties, meaning the ruling government will have control. It is observed that
asking this question in this way does not cause any threatening particular to arise for none of
the subjects (terrorists, terrorized ones, and problem-solving parties/ruling parties). In this
context, the problems can never be solved. Hence, each interaction between problem and

problem-solving parties cause new problems to be created (2009: 21).

An Experiment on the Formal Architecture: Neufert

Solution-focused theories are subject to an evolving continuity between the old and the
new. While the hierarchical continuity being established closes the paths from the new towards
the old one, it enhances correlation with the change factors coming out with time. (Williams,
2000: 206). The purpose in this study that will be realized concerning Neufert is to reach to the
questions from answers with a queer perspective and to make the subject become problematic,
instead of clearing the given answers and providing new answers.

Architects’ Data of Neufert, being a normative architectural structure, has been
translated to 17 different languages starting from its first year of the establishment being 1936
until today. While Architects’ Data has been divided into 5 sections in its early editions, today
it contains 20 sections being extended and developed. Following Neufert the book has also been
developed by his son Peter Neufert and a group of architects/engineers and it has been renewed

to comply with the new concepts and standards and in the year 2019, its 39th edition has been
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published. This informations bear significant importance in showing the impact area of Neufert
and in emphasizing its historical aspect. The book has been compiled about various architectural
solutions ranging from human measures to interior space organization and from infrastructure
services to daylight and optical issues. Neufert who has made the final big revision of book in
the year 1979, 7 years before his death, has brought architectural applications at a point where
a situation without standards can not be imagined with the success and popularity he has
attained. A short while after its being published, DIN (Deutsches Institut flir Normung)
standards being used in the book, have begun to be applied in many of the architectural studios,
offices, and academic grounds.

In this book he has created for designers, Neufert has also given many proposals about
how a design should be like. While this programmatic responsibility loaded on designers
contains a human-centered masculine position, it moves within a routine reason and outcome
relationship. To explain it with an example, he mentions a designer’s learning about appropriate
furnishing ways for people to feel comfortable at the venue and for the works to be facilitated.
This general and abstract solution relating to design and the single directional relation
established with the problem do not reveal what the problem is constituted of. Interventions in
policies relating to the design, working principles of designer and the relevant method can also
be added. In the calendar recommended relating with planning of design process, he states that
starting from the ending of preliminary design, to establish a mental distance between designs
and designer, it is required to leave a design space of 3-4 days in between. Mechanical relation
form which he tries to establish between design and designer produces receipts as the case with
paths followed up during the stage of shaping the structure. On the contrary to these expressions
of typification, in between the lines he also mentions ideas that turn mechanical relations upside
down. While Neufert states that a human being is not only a biological creature needing a

specific area and that his emotions should also be considered, he opens of small holes in the
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mass he has established in a way.

The habit of human-focused solution production in relation to design gets into crisis as
the person being the user leaves the equation. As being an example for such a crisis, Bat House
Project contest that has been organized in the year 2007, contains extraordinary situations from
different respects and thus, it presents an architectural perspective where problem comes before
the solutions. When it is requested from architects to construct a home for the bats, changing of
scale and users cause for the crisis to occur in relation to the design. Apart from having the
practices to create human-centered designs, for many of the designers trying to idealize the
people being evaluated, Bat House Project does not allow any other paths than leaving hetero-
normative practices. Furthermore, two ecologists being bat researchers who were part of the
jury of this contest, cause for contest practices of architects to be changed. Discussion of what
is best for the bats shows that it is passed on to the process of producing creative problems.
(White, 2014: 299) Many problems relating to design, commence negotiation processes relating
with bats instead of being limited with a general solution representing the bats (ecologies about
the bats). In this way, leaving the heteronormative design approach aside and having a problem-
focused thinking strategy, makes both designers and designs gain a queer perspective.

The concept of standardization defines a normalization dimension that is frequently
reviewed in architectural expressions. For example, the rules which are specified for bricks, also
determine body policy as it is subject to an ideal body form at the same time. (\Vossoughian,
2014: 35) Brick standards that are situated with a logic similar to DIN standards of Neufert in
paper formats, constitute an important step in relation to structures. Neufert who considers the
establishment of a wall within a normative order with the joint thickness has reduced the current
format of 12cmx25cm (width x length) to 11,5cmx24cm meters, in a way to conform with the
systems being organized on basis of 12.5 cm, being 1/8th in ratio. In this way, when the joint

thickness of 1 cm is added, while dimensions sum up to 25 cm from width and length, a single
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width dimension will correspond to Neufert measure of 12.5cm as including its joint section.
This solution brought up by Neufert for establishing bricks can be read as the formation of his
world of measures and externalization of conceptual dimensions of structural aspects. What
other features does a wall or a column have apart from their functions? These structural elements
start the destruction of functional perception as being proportionate to the context and problems
they produce. We can search in the structures and expressions of Eisenman about how limitation
aspects and political loadings problematize a wall. With a design approach that attaches
symbolic values to structural elements besides their function, in situations relating to the
articulation of columns within the venue and it's being constructed in very big or small
dimensions differentiating it from a classical column, column starts to have internal or external
motivation. (Eisenmann, 1999: 212) Another problematic approach that is similar can be read
through an architectural project of the recent period. As is different from the normative wall of
Neufert having an interval of 12.5 cm, the project of a Mexican architecture office named as
“Prison Wall” being aimed to form the border wall considered to be established at the American-
Mexican border, creates a situation where the solution-focused perspective of wall concept is
interrupted. Designers approach critically towards the issue of border wall being brought up to
the agenda by American president Donald Trump and they reveal this situation with a design
where there is a wall established on the side facing Mexico and where the side facing America
is a place where immigrants are judged, trained and expelled as constituting a prison, and where
it can be climbed on the stairs that are situated and where it can be walked on. In this way, a
position is created where it is enabled to talk about problems relating to the establishment of the
wall as being outside the scope of a normative and stable wall. The project investigates an
assumed wall concept and tries to queering the design.

The conditions under which the solution-focused design policy of Neufert has been

shaped brings a different discussion into the agenda. “Rapid design” method of Bauhaus,
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becomes effective in shaping the opinions of Neufert. Rapid design method is an architectural
training application aiming for the sector to support rapid production and industrial concepts in
the period after the war. In this training, it is expected from students to find rapid solutions for
the given architectural problems and to visualize them. Hence, in rapid design method, by using
ready plan schemes and sections, it is targeted to create a housing design in a few hours. At the
same time, it aims to simulate the pressures confronted by modern period architecture in
professional life. The intersection of the path of Neufert with this training method following his
graduation bears significant importance creating the foundation of Architects’ Data. In
conformity with this training system where design is arranged in a hetero-normative and routine
way, standardization has become the most important topic for Neufert. According to
Vossoughian, acceptance of the idea of gaining time starting with rapid design training and
continuing with Neufert, makes the design activities of architect become routine and has caused
for vertical design practices to be established. (2014: 49) As is similar to this, we can also
observe hegemony of similar technigues and assumed solutions in architectural project contests.
The desire to both win the contest and to realize this act without losing much time reduces the
chance of contestants to produce creative problems and it causes a solution-focused and
empirical approach to come out. The research conducted by S6nmez and Keskin in relation to
architectural project contests in Turkey, produces the inventory of gaining schemes of contests.
While it is analyzed that in the contests the previously experimented and reliable schemes are
gaining, it is emphasized that limited solutions keep on being repeated and that alternatives are
not produced. (2017: 8). However, it is required to state that it can be possible to produce
alternative solutions by creating the problem and passing on to the problematic area.

Space organizations that are proposed by Neufert and in other solution-focused theories
are generally based on dual categories. In space organizations, there are main spatial references

and programs such as public-private, open-closed, woman-man, domestic-professional, and
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consumption-production which are dominating. In addition to this, the same dual categories are
also seen in relation to the fixtures within the space. Especially separation and representation of
women and men as being revealed in housing designs are examples of this. (Vossoughian, 2014:
36). While queer perspective comes up with a perspective in which there are no dual oppositions
such as woman-man or interior-exterior as the case in structural proposals, it is also not solely
constituted of records of practices that have remained hidden until now or that have been hidden.
(Gorny & Houvel, 2017: 3). Therefore, it is related to transforming both hidden and apparent
events relating to the past into problematic forms together with their current reflections and
layers. The kitchen which could be an efficient space for problem and solution creation can be
evaluated in this respect. While Susan Henderson examines Weimar housing design as being
specific to Frankfurt Kitchen, she emphasizes the relationship established between metal
surfaces and modular kitchen design having many parts, with the modern appearance of daily
life. This Frankfurt Kitchen being structured and fictionalized is the realization of a kitchen
functioning as a machine. (1996: 235) The approach relating to Frankfurt Kitchen is also seen
in kitchen drawings of Neufert. Due to the reason that excess number of components increases
problems relating to kitchen and the solution requests imposed on the architect Neufert has
evaluated the most extensive fixture drawings, measures, and workflows comprehensively at
the kitchen space. Solutions foreseen by Neufert for the kitchens have been created in relation
to body measures as being much more than in the case of other venues. With the impact that it
bears variations aiming for more number of functions and usage forms with respect to other
venues, all the space has been determined in relation to an ideal female body. Both in the
Frankfurt kitchen and in the solutions of Neufert, the woman is seen as a machine belonging to
internal space and man is seen as a subject belonging to the external world. As being the case
with spatial arrangements, by starting from the point of dual and unjust distributions with respect

to spatial aspects, it can be stated that Neufert and Frankfurt Kitchen belong to the Cartesian
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world. While hetero-normative gender policies are materialized with design, femininity remains
in the background. Therefore, in the kitchen example, both gender policy and design policy
come in front of us. Solutions brought up by these two policies bear similar contexts. Therefore,
assumed acts in relation to the kitchen carry out solution-focused strategies and add gender
quality to space and a reductionist approach is made in relation to space such as a kitchen in the
housing where there is a high level of density with respect to the variety of acts and physical

conditions.

Conclusion

Neufert creates Architects’ Data with design-oriented theoretical based approaches and
with the practical solutions supporting this theory. Architects’ Data which almost contains all
types of structures, programs, and structural components, should also be evaluated concerning
social and ideological layers being defined in addition to ready solutions he has created for the
designer. To express a new view of the problem in a queer way, the order in which the results
of the assumed solutions are part of it should be investigated. By using queering as a tactic, this
study has revealed problematization and stretching potentials of formal relations and solution-

focused policies within the context of architectural hypothesis and practices.
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PRIVACY, PLEASURE AND HOMOSOCIABILITY: GENDERING OF
VICTORIAN TURKISH BATHS

Burkay PASIN?!

Abstract

Under the influence of Orientalist ideology, the British culture incorporated many Eastern
forms, one of which is the Turkish bath. During the Turkish Bath Movement in the mid-19th
century, more than 600 public bath complexes were built in various regions of the British Isles.
The Victorian Turkish baths offered an alternative public environment to the overcrowded
working class dwelling and work place.

The gendering of Victorian Turkish baths were threefold. First, as sites for self-governing
subjects, personal privacy in the baths was of utmost significance. Second, they had a significant
place in sociability among Victorian women, who were able to bypass the masculinized social
interactions, especially in the baths located at small spa towns. Third, they provided a variety
of safe spaces for queer subjects, distanced from the risks of arrest or assault, ranging from
public rooms to individual cubicles where the users meet, cruise, and involve in sexual
encounters.

This study concentrates on Victorian Turkish baths that still function as part of larger bath
complexes. It follows a case study methodology combined with an archival survey as well as
on-site inspections, interviews and questionnaires conducted at these baths. Based on
comparative analyses of the data, the study aims to understand how these baths have been
gendered throughout their lifetime and how their spatiality conforms to changing gender norms

of contemporary British culture.

Keywords: Victorian Turkish Bath, Gendering, Privacy, Pleasure, Homosociability
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Introduction

Tradition becomes an ill-defined concept, especially when a unique traditional form of
one culture is translated into another. In modernising societies, such a translation shows itself
as a mode of (re-)invention of a particular cultural form to generate a common spirit and a
suitable historic past for the society. The 19" century Victorian British culture incorporated
many Eastern traditional forms which were translated into its modernising society in a myriad
of ways. Many of these forms, by means of their sublime aesthetic quality, provided a
pleasurable experience and an escape from the detrimental effects of rapid modernisation and
industrialisation.

In the middle of the 19" century, the Turkish bath was introduced into the Victorian
society and its popularity grew with remarkable speed amongst all sections of the population.
Victorian Turkish baths not only provided a pleasurable experience but also functioned as
therapeutic centers designating public health and cleanliness. They constituted a hybrid cultural
nature associating Eastern habits of bathing with Western, Victorian, and historically Roman,
patterns of leisure. The overall success of these baths relied on attracting a broad range of
consumers from industrial and commercial classes, who were gathered within the privatised
public spaces of the baths.

Tom Crook considers Victorian Turkish baths as schools for moral training of people
and examines them as “institutions of active, embodied liberalism: as political spaces where
subjects went to practise and enhance their powers of self-government and in so doing embody
and perform a clean and respectable lifestyle.” (Crook, 2006: 21) For Crook, these baths “allow
for an exploration of the material facets of Victorian liberalism, of its spatial and corporeal
dimensions” where “personal cleanliness went hand in hand with sober, industrious habits and

a conscientious sense of domestic and social responsibility.” (Crook, 2006: 21)
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Teresa Breatnach (2004: 163) asserts that “the activity of bathing in the Victorian world
can be treated through discourses of improvement and progress, leisure and
recreation”constructing alternative habits conforming to accepted morality norms rather than
intemperance and filth. Throughout the invention of Victorian Turkish Baths in the British Isles,
the Eastern values of cleanliness, pleasure and homosociability seem to have filled the moral
gap remaining within the Western norms of health, leisure and privacy. These concerns were
paramount to the formation of the baths both as disciplinary institutions and spaces of recreation,
where the act of bathing itself is blurred within a public domain of morality and commercialized
leisure.

This paper re-visits the Victorian Turkish Bath as an invented tradition. It shows that it
aimed at inculcating certain modern values and norms of behaviour such as civility, bodily
competence and temperance through dual practices of health and cleanliness, leisure and
pleasure, privacy and homosociability. Associating a historical interpretative approach with a
case study research, the paper aims to understand how these dualities have been practiced since
the mid-19" century to date and how they are reflected on physical space of the Victorian
Turkish bath. In the first section, it provides a theoretical framework for the appropriation of the
Victorian Turkish bath tradition in modern Victorian society. In the second section, it briefly
presents the historical and social context within which the Victorian Turkish baths were
invented. In the following sections, it discusses the dual practices of health and cleanliness,
leisure and pleasure, privacy and homosociability consecutively. The paper also aims to reveal
whether these dual practices still exist in various surviving Victorian Turkish Bath

establishments.
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Theoretical Framework

In The Invention of Tradition, Eric Hobsbawm and Terence Ranger provide a useful
framework to comprehend how the concept of tradition is conceived, constructed and practiced
in modern societies. They describe ‘Invented Tradition’ as “a set of practices, normally
governed by overtly or tacitly accepted rules and of a ritual or symbolic nature, which seek to
inculcate certain values and norms of behaviour by repetition, which automatically implies
continuity with the past” (Hobsbawm and Ranger, 1983: 1). Inventing a tradition is essentially
“a process of formalization and ritualization, characterized by reference to the past, if only by
imposing repetition” (Hobsbawm and Ranger, 1983: 4).

The invented traditions since the Industrial Revolution have taken three types. The first
one is “those establishing or symbolizing social cohesion or the membership of groups, real or
artificial communities.” (Hobsbawm and Ranger, 1983: 9) This type is the most prevalent one,
embodied in unifying devices and symbols such as national anthem, national flag and national
actors. The second type signifies “those establishing or legitimizing institutions, status or
relations of authority” (Hobsbawm and Ranger, 1983: 9) organising disciplinary power relations
by means of governmental, municipal or religious institutions. The third type includes “those
whose main purpose was socialization, the inculcation of beliefs, value systems and conventions
of behaviour.” (Hobsbawm and Ranger, 1983: 9) In most cases, these three types overlap in
order to legitimize certain norms, to generate a common spirit and a suitable historic past for
the so-called modern societies.

Victorian Turkish baths exemplify a combination of the second and the third types as
they could be considered disciplinary public institutions promoting bodily and mental health.
According to Breathnach, “the baths are used as a sign of common progressiveness which is

supposedly at the basis of successful empire building in both Eastern and Western contexts” and
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“the bath user is placed at the center of an historical and cultural continuum through an
association with powerful empires.” (Breatnach, 2004: 170) She asserts that this common
progressiveness, power and civilization identified with middle-class is embedded in the use of
both oriental and classical styles of architecture and decoration (Breatnach, 2004: 170). They
constitute a hybrid cultural nature associating Eastern habits of bathing with Western, Victorian,
and historically Roman, patterns of leisure, which can be read in the shaping of both

“segregational and recreational, disciplinary and commercial spaces.” (Crook, 2006: 32)

Historical and Social Context

The Turkish Bath Movement in the British Isles started with the pioneering of David
Urquhart in the late 1940s. The movement was supported by various medical practitioners of
hydrotherapy such as Dr Richard Barter and Dr J L W Thudichum by means of their lectures
appreciating the benefits of hot dry air for the human body. With direct support of Urquhart, Dr
Barter established the first Turkish bath in Ireland in 1857, as part his Hydropathic
Establishment at St. Ann’s Hill in Cork. This was a hot air bath using minimum steam which

become a model for the Turkish baths established throughout the country (Figure 1).
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Figure 1. Left: Divan or Cooling Room,
Right: Sudatorium or Hot Room,
Bottom Left: Tepidarium or Warm
Room (Source: Barter, 1858)

In the following years, the number of public bath complexes increased and the
movement spread towards England and Scotland. The members of the Foreign Affairs
Committees (FACs) opened more than thirty of the first Victorian Turkish baths in England
(Shifrin, 2015: 7), i.e. the first Turkish bath in Manchester by William Potter, Richard
Shannon’s two Turkish baths in Stephenson Street and in Sunderland, and Charles
Bartholomew’s Turkish bath in Bristol. The British researcher Malcolm Shifrin has recorded
that since 1857, more than 600 public bath complexes were built in various regions of the British
Isles, with various lifespans ranging from a century to a year (2015: 105).

In addition to these entrepreneurial actions, there were social factors effecting Victorian
Turkish Baths’ rapid spread and popularity among the Victorian society. Until the mid-
nineteenth century, public leisure activities in the British Isles such as bathing, sea-bathing,
swimming, dancing, gambling, etc. were largely patronised by wealthy people of aristocracy.
Public bathing was seen as part of “formalised daily routines performed by the social elite in

the public spaces of communal baths and pump- and assembly-rooms.” (Adams, 2015: 1) By
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the 1850s, the attitudes of upper and middle classes towards leisure and recreation shared a
common ground, which can be seen in changing social habits and manners such as “the
institution of summer holiday at the seaside, the extension of reading to all classes, drinking in

public houses” (Gloag, 1961: 169).

Figure 2. Cross-section and floor plan for the Hammam, the Eastern Bath, designed for the
‘London and Provincial Turkish Bath Company '(Source: Urquhart, 1862: 223)

F. M. L. Thompson highlights that “the commercialization of popular entertainment and
leisure was a prominent feature of the second half of the century.” (Thompson, 1988: 288) As
public bathing started to become a popular leisure activity among the middle-class, the idea of
personal cleanliness had been associated with the concept of respectability. Within the context
of changing social habits of the working class, personal cleanliness had become “a symbol of
middle-class status, self-respect, and civility that public baths were seen as the most effective
way to improve the health, morality, and social respectability of the urban poor.” (Masquelier,
2005: 6) Having connected bodily cleanliness with moral purity, the public baths were believed
to “cleanse the social fabric of a society threatened by the poverty, crime, and disorder of

burgeoning urban slums...” (Masquelier, 2005: 6)
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The Industrial Revolution had brought about a series of problems threatening public
health, such as overcrowding, dirt, and the smoke nuisance, creating unprecedented conditions
which made a new movement in favour of cleansing facilities inevitable. This led to an
understanding of civility in close association with personal hygiene. Not to offend one’s
immediate company with unpleasant sights and smells was considered a sign of civility and
decency. This brought forward a new ethics of civility based on “receptive mind and sober
habits” both in working environment and home life (Crook, 2006: 26). In work place, a clean
body was thought to mobilise the practical, hands-on and mechanical intelligence; thus increase
efficiency (Crook, 2006: 29). In other public environments, the Victorian Turkish Baths was
expected to reinforce the “middle-class belief that cleanliness was central to the fight against
both physical and moral decline.” (Breatnach, 2004: 164) Through regular acts of cleansing, as
Adeline Masquelier points out, “individuals shape expressions of gender, class, morality, honor,
and civility by using the skin, hair and clothing... inscribed with visual statements of social

signification.” (Masquelier, 2005: 14).
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In domestic environment, they were believed to have moral contributions such as

belonging to home and family life (Crook, 2006: 26).

Figure 3. Left: Interior view showing the seats
in the frigidarium of Royal Baths at Harrogate,
Middle: Interior view showing tepidarium of
Western Baths Club,

Right: Interior view of the tepidarium in
Arlington Baths Club (Photos by the author)

Health and Cleanliness

The most triggering factor in the promotion of Victorian Turkish baths was the pursuit
of public health and cleanliness for the entire society. The cholera epidemic which occured
before the Turkish Bath Movement had led to the stimulation of opening public baths and
washhouses by means of regulations of local authorities. The first Baths and Wash-houses Act
of 1846 in England and the Towns Improvement Clauses Acts of 1847 and 1854 in Ireland gave
a borough or parish, initiative to provide public baths and wash-houses by borrowing money for
public washing, bathing and laundry facilities, to make their own bye-laws, and to specify a

charge for the use of the facilities provided. According to the act, each adult bather was to be
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supplied with clean water and a clean towel, and give the maximum charge for a warm bath of
the lowest class at 2d and in the wash-house, each woman was to be provided with a tub and a
boiler (Campbell, 1918: 3-4). The Public Health Acts of Scotland in 1867 and in 1897, contained
similar regulations for the provision of water for bathing purposes, except for the lowest charge
for a bath which often doubled the one in England (Campbell, 1918: 4-5).

Urquhart believed that the existing public baths including individual tubs were
inconvenient in terms of ventilation and hygiene. He asserted that the Turkish baths were more
hygienic and economic than these baths as they enable the bathing of many people in a single
and large hot space. For Dr Barter, the Turkish bath was a significant part of hydropathic
treatment against epidemics of deadly diseases like cholera and typhoid. Barter claimed that
there was no drug equal to the Turkish bath as a purifier. Gout and rheumatism, and chronic and
skin diseases, were not known among the Turks, who were seldom ill, and more long-lived than
the Western nations (Barter, 1858: 25). The combination of steam baths to encourage
perspiration, cold water baths to close the pores, and sometimes the use of wet bandages and
shampooing or massage was believed to expel the poison from the body thereby leaving the
patient both well and rested (Breatnach, 2004: 162).

The invention of Victorian Turkish bath put forward the awareness of the individual in
relation to his/her body. As Tom Crook highlights, in search for health and cleanliness, the
bodily skin became a site for exploration promulgating two new demands: “that washing be
regular and applied to all of the body” (Crook, 2007: 561). Crook considers this relation a form
of “cubicle space” in which an accentuated sensory intimacy is shaped between individual
subjects and their bodies (Crook, 2007: 561), creating a space of self-discipline and self-respect
formalised by regular acts of bathing. This cubicle space also extends towards the public
environment of the baths controlled by the attendants on the instant of (un)dressing, waiting,

walking, swimming, etc. which occur at different places of bath complexes (Crook, 2007: 561),
64



Gender, Space, Place & Culture 7! International Conference on Gender Studies e-ISBN: 978-605-9595-30-8

and uniformly at different baths accross the British Isles (Crook, 2007: 558). In this context, the
Victorian Turkish bath not only functioned for physical cleanliness but also for mental
purification and bodily awareness.

In Eastern Muslim geographies, those bathing in accordance with Islamic rules did not
need to question the technical aspects regarding the appropriate temperature and humidity levels
required for the human body while realizing the weekly bathing ritual. In comparison, the
adaptation of the Turkish bath tradition into the Victorian context could be considered the
scientification of a traditional form to match long-term expectations of a Western society in
terms of health and cleanliness. In search for an empirical basis for the Victorian Turkish bath
tradition, the British authorities had to fight with challenges regarding the applicability of the
hot air bath as a hydropathic treatment. From their early years, the baths received various
objections from the medical authorities, which were mostly based on their promotion “as a
therapeutic agent not only as a cleansing agent” (Shifrin, 2015: 94). Some doctors completely
forbade their patients to use the baths claiming that they were “injurious to the blood” and “it
should be avoided by those with a weak heart”, while some doctors allowed their patients to use
them “under the supervision of a doctor” (Shifrin, 2015: 95). Another discussion was about the
correct temperatures and humidity. While Urquhart and Dr Barter believed in the use of dry hot
air, some doctors recommended that “a reasonable amount of humidity was not only desirable,
but absolutely essential.” (Shifrin, 2015: 92)

According to Shifrin’s records (2015), a considerable number of Victorian Turkish baths
were established as part of health hydros such as Swindon Health Hydro, The Royal Turkish
Baths at Harrogate and hospitals such as the Newcastle-upon-Tyne Infirmary, Huddersfield and
Edinburgh Infirmaries. These complexes not only incorporated the dry hot air bath improved by
Dr Barter but a range of supplementary services such as cold water treatments, the cold sheet

bath, the sitz bath, the freezing douche, massage and therapy rooms, etc. Relatedly, many
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different subjects of varying professions took part in the accomplishment of the public health
and cleanliness service: “patients, medics, masseuses, technicians, wounded soldiers, passing
visitors, managers, families, cooks, porters and domestic servants” (Foley, 2014: 15). In this
way, the health aspect of the Victorian Turkish baths was highlighted against Eastern type of

bathing which was not accepted and applied by all members of the Victorian society.

Figure 4. Top Left: Exterior view of Swindon
Health Hydro. Top Right: Exterior view of
Royal Baths at Harrogate.

Bottom Left: Public Baths, Ashton-under-Lyne
Lancashire by Paull and Robinson (Photo on
the left by the author, Source for the middle
image: RIBA Archives, Source for the right
image: Builder, 1870)

Leisure and Pleasure

One emergent aspect in the daily life of the Victorian society in the mid-19" century was
the dissociation of the leisure time and the working time as part of modernization process.
However, for the middle-classes, the leisure time did not mean an opportunity for mere pleasure
but another occasion for the purification of mind and achievement of moral superiority.
Breatnach highlights that “pleasure for pleasure’s sake was seen problematic and a threat to

social order.” She considers the conception of leisure in the mid-19th century as “a fundamental
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anxiety that leisure should not be too pleasurable, but that it must serve other serious purposes...
recreation was under legal and philanthropic control bringing alternative activities such as men’s
clubs, museum visits, etc instead of venues of alcohol” (Breatnach, 2004: 163).

The majority of the British population were unaccustomed to regular bathing in the mid-
19th century so they were intended to visit the baths for controlled pleasure rather than mere
cleaning. As institutions of moral reform playing part in the civilization of the masses, they were
alleviating the potentially dangerous social energy immanent within the working class society
living in urban areas. (Crook, 2006: 25) In addition to steam room, sauna and hot rooms of
varying degrees, the bath complexes also included spaces such as cafe, hairdresser, reading
room, billiard room, massage parlour, lecture hall, gymnasium, offering an environment of
leisure and pleasure for the working classes.

Urquhart considered the Turkish bath, as not only a place of bathing but also “an
instrument for social mixing” in order to “create an intercourse with the lower orders”
(Avcioglu, 2011: 201). He believed that the Turkish bath is a means of cleaning both the body
and the mind and should be cheap enough for the poorest working class to be able to benefit
from since they had little access to floating water. However, in reality those visiting the baths
did not form a singular homogenous group but reflected difference regarding profession and
status. Agnes Campbell, in Report on Public Baths and Wash-houses in the United Kingdom,
(1918: 28) lists different user groups who regularly used the baths as follows: “tradesmen,
artisans, shop assistants, clerks, engineers, apprentices, factory girls, students, seamen, sweeps,
mothers with children, carters, labourers, domestic servants, and people of small means who
live in apartments...”

Many authorities believed that the baths were places of indolence and luxury at an
expense so introducing them to the lower classes would be quite difficult (Shifrin, 2015: 98).

This signifies another relation between social class and visual pleasure. The eclectic use of
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classical elements such as Corinthian columns, arched openings, triangular pediments and
Eastern motifs such as horse-shoe arches and decorative minarets on the exterior clearly set the
baths apart from other buildings surrounding them. The interiors reflected a similar eclecticism
with the use of stained glass, arched doorways, tracery, onion domes, patterned tiling, colored
plastering and half-moon apertures. The visual richness of the baths both externally and
internally assigned a prestigious status to their users.

Breathnach asserts that these “bizarre” interiors which are “eclectic mixtures of oriental
decoration and ancient Roman historical tripartite spatial arrangement” were designed to
express “middle-class identity” (2004: 165-166). The Victorian Turkish baths contributed to the
aesthetic training of its users by providing a high level of visual pleasure in addition to their
functional complexity. The Royal Baths in Harrogate, Oriental Baths in London, Victoria Baths
in Manchester are some of the examples with neoclassical exteriors and Saracenic interiors,

which stand apart from the surrounding buildings attracting the attention of possible customers.
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Figure 5. Front elevation drawings of the baths and point details (Drawings by the author)
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Figure 6. Interior view showing the plunge pool of Harrogate Royal Baths (Photo by the
author)
Privacy and Homosociability

The Victorian Turkish baths created a privatised public environment alternative to the
overcrowded working class dwelling and work place. As a disciplinary site to create self-
governing subjects, personal privacy in the baths was of utmost significance. Except for group
activities such as playing billiard, gambling, meetings and special occasions, the users were
mostly alone within the private domain of their body and mind and in compliance with personal
norms and behaviours of morality.

The baths also had a significant place in sociability among Victorian women. According
to Shifrin’s records, just over 100 of the baths established in the British Isles provided facilities
for women either in the same building with the men’s but with separate entrances or in separate
sessions on specific days or at stated times (2015: 277-279). Although most of the gender-
segregated facilities turned into mixed use in the early 20" century, providing specialised

sessions for women still continue in some of the baths, i.e. Western Baths Club and Arlington
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Baths Club in Glasgow, as a mode of positive discrimination to encourage more women users
to visit the baths. The sociability among women was enhanced by a series of sports activities
one of which was the swimming competition organised by Arlington Ladies Swimming Club.
The first competiton was held on 4th November 1875 in various categories such as plunge from
diving board, plain swimming, back swimming, side stroke and sculling (Mitchell Library
Archives). The competition was repeated annualy until the 1960s when the Arlington Baths

started to offer mixed-gender facilities for its users.

Figure 7. Invitation poster for the ladies’ swimming competition at Arlington Swimming Club
(Source: Mitchell Library Archives, ref: NRA(S)2900)

Some women were able to bypass the sexualized and masculinized social interactions
celebrated by male authors. Especially in baths at small spa towns, women used their elite

educations to help facilitate female sociability; they exercised their feminine knowledge of
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medical care, cookery and artistic expression discursively, joining with other women in these
activities to create or deepen female social alliance. In this process of female-female interaction,
the baths functioned as “crucial geographic sites for female identity creation” (Herbert, 2009:
362).

Since their spread in large cities, the Victorian Turkish baths have brought forward
certain prejudices, mainly resting upon the fear of homosexual encounters among the users.
Members of the leisure class believed that the regular use of the baths would lead to effeminacy
and destroy manliness which created the British Empire (Shifrin, 2015: 100). In Vapour and
Steam: The Victorian Turkish Bath, Homosocial Health, and Male Bodies on Display (2005),
John Potvin treats Urquhart’s Jermyn Street Hammam in West end of London as a queer space
where “male homosociability was performed and enjoyed” (Potvin, 2005: 319). Accordingly,
the interior of the Hammam offered its bathers a sense of refuge, a place of repose, a location to
facilitate a sense of interiority; “a ritual withdrawal from the outside forced extraversion of the
metropolis, in search of a refuge wherein male homosociability had its own set of rules and roles
veiled by the cosmopolitan West End” (Potvin, 2005: 324). While there is no evidence regarding
the existence of homosexual activities in Jermyn Street Hammam, Potvin’s article provides a
thorough understanding of its private interiors where the bourgeoise need to control and regulate

the body and bodily pleasures was subverted to a certain degree.
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Figure 8. Interior view drawing of Jermyn Street Hamam (Source: London Metropolitan
Archives)

Based on personal accounts, Matt Houlbrook concentrates on three Turkish baths in
London which were known as homosexual rendezvous: (1) The Savoy from the late nineteenth
century, (2) The baths under the Imperial Hotel in Russell Square 1913-1966, and (3) Edgware
Road Turkish Baths at Harrow Road 1880-1947 (Houlbrook, 2005: 95-96). Houlbrook argues
that homosexual interactions occured in these establishments with regards to “the cultivation of
the bodily health and physicality that brought naked male bodies into close proximity”
(Houlbrook, 2005: 96). The physical structure of these baths offered their users a variety of
spaces ranging from public rooms to individual cubicles where they meet, cruise, and involve
in sexual encounters, “creating a distinctive microgeography predicated upon the movement
between public and private space” (Houlbrook, 2005: 99). They were drawn by the promise of

a safe space distanced from the risks of arrest or assault in the public city.

Conclusion
This paper has shown that invention of Turkish bath tradition in the mid-19" century
was not a straightforward process as it had to cope with certain challenges regarding the modern
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Victorian society while constructing new cultural norms out of an Eastern traditional feature.
One can identify from the social history of Victorian Turkish bath, a process of cultural
appropriation and assimilation that reflects upon modern norms of personhood. Cleanliness in
the baths did not simply signify bodily purification but was rather considered as a means to
develop self-respect and self-discipline. Accordingly, its health aspect, both physical and
mental, was put forward against its bathing aspect. Leisure time in the baths was controlled by
means of various facilities conducted under the supervision of bath attendants in bizarre
interiors. In this way, the working classes were to be trained both physically and visually and
be increased to middle-class status.

Today, there are only twelve bath complexes remaining in the British Isles, five of which
include Turkish baths built in the Victorian era. The aspect of privacy is still a prominent aspect
in Victorian Turkish baths as the users prefer visiting the Victorian Turkish bath mostly alone,
and engaging in private leisure activities such as swimming, exercising, cleansing, lying down
and relaxing in these potentially public spaces. Moreover, the design of a set of rooms of
increasing heat with their associated health treatments is still evident in the indigenous settings
of the Turkish bath. New associated aspects of health, leisure and privacy can be observed in
contemporary spa centers at hotels as part of globalised health tourism networks. In these
centers, bathing archetypes of various cultures such as Turkish bath, Russian steam room,
Finnish sauna, etc. are associated within a single space where issues of health, leisure and

privacy are adapted into consumer culture.
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GENDER DISPARITY IN ENROLLMENT AND ACADEMIC
PERFORMANCE OF SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS IN
COMMERCE IN ANAMBRA STATE, NIGERIA

Christiana Ngozi EMENTA!

Abstract

The study examined gender disparity in enrollment and academic performance of secondary
school students in commerce in Anambra state, Nigeria. Two research questions guided the
study while two null hypotheses were formulated and tested at 0.05 level of significance. Ex-
post facto research design was used adopted for the study.

Population of the study was 112, 339 students in six education zones in the state who sat for
commerce examination in SSCE from 2013/14 to 2017/18 academic session. Two education
zones termed urban and rural were purposively sampled from the six education zones. In the
two education zone, 23,016 students registered and sat for commerce. Percentages and Chi-
square was used for data analysis. The Senior Secondary Certificate Examination result was
used for the study.

Findings of the study revealed that female students enrolled and performed better than males
in urban areas while males enrolled and performed better than females in rural area. The study
further revealed a significant difference in enrollment pattern and academic performance of
students based on gender and location. It was concluded that sensitization and advocacy for
female students’ enrollment in education in urban areas yields results while enlightenment and
sensitization at the rural area is greatly required.

It was recommended among others that the State government should encourage male and
female students by awarding scholarships and related incentives to best graduating male and
female students in public schools to motivate them towards enrollment and consequent good

performance in commerce and other school subjects.

Keywords: Gender disparity, enrollment. Academic performance, secondary school students,

Commerce.
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Introduction

Gender is the social, economic, political and cultural attributes associated with being
male or female. It relates to socially defined sex, roles, attitudes and values acquired through
socialization and ascribed by a given community. Yang (2010) referred to gender as social
attributes and opportunities associated with being male and female and the relationships
between women and men; boys and girls, as well as the relations between women and those
between men. Afonja (2002) viewed it as social constructed concepts based on assumed power
and position that group of humans should possess. Similarly, UNICEF (2017) asserted gender
as social and cultural constructs which distinguish differences in the attributes of men and
women, girls and boys, and accordingly refers to the roles and responsibilities of men and
women. Social classification as it concerns gender affects power and position allocation,
responsibilities, status and roles. Gender conception within social constructs and contexts
brings up concerns on disparity.

Gender disparity is a critical issue all over the world. Little wonder, resolutions of
United Nations through United Nations International Children Emergency Fund (UNICEF,
2010) in support of sustainable development goals (SDG, 2015) policy, promotes the
development of national capacities to achieve equality for boys and girls through the
strengthening of national counterparts in pursuit of development goals and human rights. In
many developing countries (Nigeria inclusive), education has been highlighted as a basic
human right and an important determinant of a nation’s development. Nigeria as a signatory to
the pact on world declaration of Education for All (EFA) and her eventual commencement of
Universal Basic Education underlines the significance of education for all individual regardless
of gender. Gender equality means more than access to schools for boys and girls, it combines

the right to education (enrollment) and rights within education (academic performance). The
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right to and within education implies that secondary school children are to enroll and perform
at peak in all school subjects (including commerce) they identified to study.

In Nigeria, commerce is one of the business subjects taught at senior secondary school
level of education. It is a subject that helps students develop skills, knowledge and
understanding related to financial, business, consumer and employment issues. The general
objectives of commerce education at this level of education according to Federal Ministry of
Education (2007) are to:

- enable students have a broader understanding of the importance of commercial
activities;

- enable students cultivate the right attitude to commercial activities;

- provide useful general notion on commercial activities

- develop a habit of wise services offered in commercial institutions.

Commerce is central to human existence (FME, 2007). It develops in individuals the
knowledge needed to effectively fit in the community. Fundamental knowledge acquired in
commerce education assist persons who wish to pursue their career in non-business areas as
well as school drop-outs who wish to venture into other vocations and succeed in their work.
In the light of the above understanding, it is expected that students irrespective of their school
location enroll for the subject and perform at optimum in internal and external examinations.
It is expected that learning experiences offered to children in schools do not discriminate
against males and females. There is need to see that both boys and girls are given equal access
to education (Ezeudu & Obi, 2013).

School location means urban-rural environment. The area a school is located affects the
academic achievement of the students (Nworgu, Ugwuanyi & Nworgu, 2013). The

performance of students in a school located where there are provisions of amenities like road,
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electricity, viable transportation system, pipe borne water etc, cannot be compared with that
of students located where there is paucity of social amenities. Akpan (2009) noted that schools
in urban area have electricity, water supply, more teachers, learning facilities and
infrastructure. In differentiating urban from rural location, Ezike (2011) stated urban location
as those areas with high population density, high variety and beauty while rural areas are those
with low population, subsistence mode of life which is monotonous and burdensome. This
study will consider school location as a prevailing factor on enrollment and academic

performance.

Gender Disparity in Enrollment and Academic Performance in School Subjects
Numerous studies on gender differences in enrollment and academic performance has
been carried out by authors and researchers in various school subjects in Nigeria. Telima (2006)
conducted a study on enrollment and academic achievement of secondary school students in
physics and found significant difference in enrollment and academic achievement in favour of
male students. Aina (2012) found that male students enrolled and performed better than female
students in three science subjects; biology, physics, chemistry and mathematics. Filgona and
Sababa (2017) revealed low enrollment and poor academic performance of female students in
geography. In a 10-year longitudinal study of enrollment of secondary school students in
Nigeria, Omoregie and lhensekhein (2009) recorded that more males enrolled in school than
females. Rahji and Fakayode (2012) examined gender gap in enrollment for rural household
children in secondary schools and recounted that more boys enrolled than girls, attributing the
difference on the ways households perceive male and female children. Nnamani and Oyibe
(2016) investigated academic achievement of students in social studies and found that female
students achieved better than males. Owosen (2014) assessed enrollment pattern in urban and

non-urban school and reported a gap in favour of students in urban location. Ezeudu and Obi
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(2013) carried out a study to ascertain effect of gender and school location on academic
achievement of students in Chemistry and reported that male students no matter their location
performed better than females, highlighting that students in urban areas do not perform better
that rural students. Data from National Bureau of Statistics (2016) revealed gap in enrollment
of males and females in secondary schools in Nigeria, with males enrolling more than females.
Nevertheless, further study of the report showed that more females enrolled in secondary school
than males in Anambra State. This report was however on overall enrollment in secondary
school. A study is therefore needed to check enrollment pattern as well as academic
performance of students in school subjects especially commerce. This study sought to bridge

this gap.

Theoretical Framework

Certain theories explain human phenomenon as they occur. Theory of gender schema
propounded by Bem (1981) tends to describe belief as it regards gender. This theory explains
that children learn about what it means to be a male and female from the culture in which they
live. According to Bem (1981) children adjust their behaviour to fit in with the gender norms
and expectations of their culture. This theory relates to this study as some culture belief that in
academic pursuit, male students should tilt towards sciences and engineering while females
move towards arts and humanities study. This belief and inclination of a people therefore affects
enrollment into selected field or course of study.

Theory of educational productivity is a theory that deals on academic performance. The
theory was propounded by Walberg (1981) and posits that psychological characteristics of
individual students and their immediate environment influence educational outcomes. The
theory identified variables that influence educational outcomes as student ability, prior

achievement, motivation, age/developmental level, peer group, quantity and quality of
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instruction, classroom climate, home environment and exposure to mass media outside the
school. This theory relates to the study as factors other than one’s gender greatly affect the
academic achievement of a learner. These factors play a significant role in the academic

outcome of students in school subjects.

Statement of the Problem

Various studies have been conducted to ascertain existence of gender disparity and
academic achievement in school subjects. Little has been done with reference to commerce as
a school subject. More so, most studies on gender gap and performance placed emphasis on

urban areas, giving little or no attention to schools in rural location.

Research Questions
The following research questions were raised to guide the study:
1. What is the gender enrollment pattern of urban and rural students in Commerce in SSCE
from 2013/14 to 2017/18 academic session in Anambra state?
2. What is the academic performance of male and female students in urban and rural
location in SSCE in Commerce from 2013/14 to 2017/18 academic session in Anambra

state?

Hypotheses
The following null hypotheses were tested at 0.05 level of significance.
1. There is no significant difference in urban and rural students’ enrollment pattern in
SSCE in Commerce from 2013/14 to 2017/18 academic session in Anambra state based

on gender.
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2. There is no significant difference in urban and rural students’ academic performance in
Commerce from 2013/14 to 2017/18 academic session in Anambra state based on

gender.

Method

The research design used for this study is ex-post facto design. The population of the
study was 112, 339 students made up of 47,174 males and 65, 165 female students who sat for
SSCE in Commerce in the six education zones in Anambra State from 2013/14 to 2017/18
academic session. Purposive sampling technigque was used to select two education zones termed
urban and rural zone. 12, 663 students made up of 5378 males and 7, 285 female in urban zone
while 10, 353 students made up of 5, 277 male and 5, 076 female in rural zone registered and
sat for SSCE in Commerce between 2013/14 and 2017/18 academic session. Data was extracted
by the research from the computer processed results of SSCE from Post Primary School Service
Commission. It was considered reliable and valid because it is a standard result. Data collected
was analyzed using percentage for research questions and non-parametric statistics Chi-Square
was used to test the hypotheses. Grading system of A1-F9 was used. Students whose grade was
from A1-C6 was regarded as those that passed while those grade ranged from D7-F9 was

regarded as students who failed the examination.

Results

Research Question 1
What is the gender enrollment pattern of urban and rural students in Commerce in SSCE from

2013/14 to 2017/18 academic session in Anambra state?
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Table 1:Percentage gender enrollment pattern of urban students in Commerce SSCE in

Anambra State
% %

Academic Male Female Total Enrolment Difference Difference Percentage
Session Enrolment Enrolment Enrolment difference in male in female Total
2013/2014 1030 nrz1 2201 1“1 47 53 100
2014/2015 165 279 2444 1 48 52 100
2015/2016 156 2315 3471 159 33 67 100
2016/2017 976 1065 2041 89 48 52 100
2017/2018 1051 1455 2506 404 42 58 100

Total 5378 7285 12663 1907 42 58 100

Data in Table 1 show gender enrollment pattern of students in urban location in
Commerce in SSCE between 2013/14 to 2017/18 academic session in Anambra state. In the
years under review, a total of 12663 students enrolled for SSCE, with male having enrollment
of 5378 and female 5285 with an enrollment difference of 1907 in favour of female students.

Specifically, In 2013/14 academic session, out of 2201 students that enrolled for SSCE
in Commerce, 1030 (47%) were male students while 1171 (53%) were female students. The
difference in enrollment shows that 141 more females enrolled than males. For 2014/15 session,
2444 students enrolled, males recorded 1165(48%) and female students 1279 (52%) with a
difference of 114 in favour of females. In 2015/16 session, a total of 3471 students enrolled,
male recording 1156 (33%) and females 2315 (67%) with difference of 1159 in favour of female
students. Out of 2041 students that enrolled in 2016/17 session, male figure stood at 976 (48%)
while female stood at 1065 (52%) with 89 as the difference in favour of females. Finally, in
2017/18 academic session, 2506 students enrolled, with male students recording 1051 (42%)
and female student 1455 (58%) with a difference of 404, to the advantage position of female

students.
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Table 2: Percentage gender enrollment pattern of rural students in Commerce SSCE in

Anambra State

0 )

Academic Male Female Total Enrolment Diffef:ence Diffef;nce Percentage
Session Enrolment Enrolment Enrolment difference in male in female Total
2013/2014 964 982 1946 18 50 50 100
2014/2015 1102 976 2078 126 53 47 100
2015/2016 121 1001 2122 120 53 47 100
2016/2017 1028 1016 2044 v 50 50 100
2017/2018 1062 101 2163 39 49 51 100
Total 5277 5076 10353 201 51 49 100

Data in Table 2 show gender enrollment pattern of students in rural location in
Commerce in SSCE between 2013/14 to 2017/18 academic session in Anambra state. In the
years under review, a total of 10353 students enrolled for SSCE, with male having enrollment
of 5277 and female 5076 with an enrollment difference of 201 to the advantage of female
students.

Specifically, In 2013/14 academic session, out of 1946 students that enrolled for SSCE
in Commerce, 964 (50%) were male students while 982 (50%) were female students. The
difference in enrollment shows that 18 more females enrolled than males. For 2014/15 session,
2078 students enrolled, males recorded 1102 (53%) and female students 976 (47%) with a
difference of 126 in favour of males. In 2015/16 session, a total of 2122 students enrolled, male
recording 1121 (53%) and females 1001 (47%) with difference of 120 in favour of male
students. Out of 2044 students that enrolled in 2015/17 session, male figure stood at 1028 (50%)
while female stood at 1016 (50%) with 12 as the difference in favour of male students. Finally,
in 2017/18 academic session, 1062 students enrolled, with male students recording 1062 (49%)
and female students 1101 (51%) with a difference of 39, to the advantage position of female

students.
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Research Question 2
What is the academic performance of male and female students in urban and rural location in

SSCE in Commerce from 2013/14 to 2017/18 academic session in Anambra state?

Table 3: Gender and Academic performance of urban students in Commerce in SSCE in

Anambra State
Academic
session % of Male students academic performance % of Female students academic performance

Pass Pass%  Fail  Fail % Total Male  Pass Pass % Fail Fail % Total Female
2013/14 932 90% 98 10% 1030 1007 86% 164 14% 1171
2014/15 1102 95% 63 5% 1165 1176 92% 103 8% 1279
2015/16 989 86% 167 14% 1156 2037 88% 278 12% 2315
2016/17 819 84% 157 16% 976 969 91% 96 9% 1065
2017/18 766 73% 285 2% 1051 1222 84% 233 16% 1455

Data in Table 3 shows the percentage of male and female urban students with their
academic performance in SSCE in Commerce in Anambra state. In 2013/14 academic session,
90% of male students passed and 10% failed while 86% of female students passed and 14%
failed. For 2014/15 session, 95% of male students passed and 5% failed while 92% of female
students passed and 8% failed. In 2015/16 session, 86% of male students passed and 14% failed
while 88% of female students passed and 12% failed.

In 2016/17 academic session, 84% of male students passed and 16% failed while 91%
of female students passed and 9% failed. Finally in 2017/18 session, 73% of male students

passed and 27% while 84% of female students passed and 16% failed.
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Table 4:Gender and Academic performance of rural students in Commerce in SSCE in

Anambra State
Academic
session 9g0f Male students academic performance % of Female students academic performance

Pass Pass%  Fail  Fail % Total Male  Pass Pass % Fail Fail % Total Female
2013/14 906 94% 58 6% 964 934 95% 48 5% 982
2014/15 1039 94% 63 6% 1102 840 86% 136 14% 976
2015/16 998 89% 123 11% 1121 898 90% 103 10% 1001
2016/17 828 81% 200 19% 1028 808 80% 208 20% 1016
2017/18 1024 96% 38 4% 1062 1002 91% 99 9% 1101

Data in Table 4 shows the percentage of male and female urban students with their
academic performance in SSCE in Commerce in Anambra state. In 2013/14 academic session,
94% of male students passed and 6% failed while 95% of female students passed and 5% failed.
For 2014/15 session, 94% of male students passed and 6% failed while 86% of female students
passed and 14% failed. In 2015/16 session, 89% of male students passed and 11% failed while
90% of female students passed and 10% failed.

In 2016/17 academic session, 81% of male students passed and 19% failed while 80%
of female students passed and 20% failed. Finally in 2017/18 session, 96% of male students

passed and 4% while 91% of female students passed and 9% failed.

Hypotheses 1

There is no significant difference in urban and rural students’ enrollment pattern in SSCE in

Commerce from 2013/14 to 2017/18 academic session in Anambra state based on gender.
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Table 5:Chi-square analysis of gender and students location enrollment pattern in SSCE

Commerce from 2013/14 -2017/18 academic session in Anambra state

Critical
Academic Difference in Degree of Calculated Table
session Location ' Gender N enrollment freedom Value Value Remark
Male 1030
2013/14 Urban Female 1171 141
Total 2201
Male 1165
2014/15 Urban Female 1279 114
Total 2444 4 187.28 9.49 Significant
Male 1156
2015/16 Urban Female 2315 1159
Total 3471
Male 976
2016/17 Urban Female 1065 89
Total 2041
Male 1051
2017/18 Urban Female 1455 404
Total 2506
Male 964
2013/14 Rural Female 982 18
Total 1946
Male 1102
2014/15 Rural Female 976 126
Total 2078
Male 1121 4 11.42 9.49 Significant
2015/16 Rural Female 1001 120
Total 2122
Male 1028
2016/17 Rural Female 1016 12
Total 2044
Male 1062
2017/18 Rural Female 1101 39
Total 2163

Data in Table 5 reveal five years analysis of significant difference in enrollment pattern
of urban and rural students in SSCE in Commerce. In the urban location, the calculated X? value
of 187.28 is greater than the critical table value of 9.49. Also, at the rural location, the calculated
X2 value of 11.42 is greater than the critical table value of 9.49. Ho is significant and therefore
rejected. This implies that male and female students in urban and rural location differ

significantly in enrollment pattern in SSCE in Commerce in Anambra state.
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Table 6: Chi-square analysis of gender and students location on academic performance

in SSCE Commerce from 2013/14 -2017/18 academic session in Anambra state

Critical
Academic Degree of Calculated  Table
session Location  Gender N  Academic Performance freedom Value Value Remark
Pass Failed

Male 1030 932 98

2013/14 Urban Female 1171 1007 164 1 10.56 3.84 Significant
Total 2201 1939 262
Male 1165 = 1102 63

2014/15 Urban  Female 1279 1176 103 1 6.75 3.84 Significant
Total 2444 2278 166
Male 1156 989 167

2015/16 Urban ~ Female 2315 2037 278 1 4.09 3.84 Significant
Total 3471 3026 445
Male 976 819 157

2016/17 Urban  Female 1065 969 96 1 23.46 3.84 Significant
Total 2041 1788 253
Male 1051 766 285

2017/18 Urban  Female 1455 1222 233 1 45.88 3.84 Significant
Total 2506 1988 518
Male 964 906 56

2013/14 Ruwal  Female 982 934 48 1 172 384 ot
Total 1946 1840 106 Significant
Male 1102 1039 63

2014/15 Rural Female 976 840 136 1
Total 2078 1879 199 54.21 3.84 Significant
Male 1121 998 123

2015/16 Rural Female 1001 898 103 1 Not
Total 2122 1896 226 0.2 3.84 Significant
Male 1028 828 200

2016/17 Rural Female 1016 808 208 1 Not
Total 2044 1636 408 3.69 3.84 Significant
Male 1062 1024 38

2017/18 Rural Female 1101 1002 99 1
Total 2163 2026 137 26.29 3.84 Significant

Data in Table 6 show five years analysis of significant difference in academic
performance of urban and rural students in SSCE in Commerce. In the urban location, the
calculated X? value of 10.56, 6.75, 4.09, 23.46 and 45.88 respectively is greater than the critical
table value of 3.84.

In addition, at the rural location, the calculated X value of 54.21 and 26.29 is greater
than the critical table value of 3.84 in 2012/13 and 2015/16 academic sessions. Ho is significant

in 2014/15 and 2017/18 session and therefore rejected. However, in 2013/14, 2015/16 and
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2016/17 academic sessions, the calculated X2 value of 1.72, 0.20 and 3.69 respectively is
greater than the critical table value of 3.84. Ho is not significant and therefore not rejected.
This implies that male and female students in urban location differ significantly in their
academic performance in SSCE in Commerce in Anambra state but in rural location; male and
female students differed significantly in academic performance in some years (2 years) and did

not differ significantly in other years (3 years).

Discussion of Results
Gender disparity in enrollment pattern of urban and rural students in SSCE in Commerce for

5 years in Anambra State

There was difference in enrollment pattern with female students having higher
enrollment figure in urban location while in rural location, males enrolled more than females.
This implies that more females enrolled for Commerce in urban area with its peak in 2015/16
with a difference of 1,159 and the least (89) in 2016/17 session. Nevertheless, in rural area,
more males than females enrolled in SSCE in Commerce, its peak was in 2014/15 session with
a difference of 126 and the least (12) in 2016/17. Given the trend, on the long run, gender might
constitute a great difference in enrollment in SSCE in Commerce. Test of significance revealed
enrollment in favour of females in urban location and males in rural location. This finding is in
line with Amuda, Durkwa and Apagu (2016), Rahji and Fakayode (2012) who noted more
males than females in rural areas enroll in school. The findings however disagree with Benson
(2014) who noted that more females than males in Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) camps
enroll in secondary schools. The finding also corroborates with Obikezie (1999) who reported
that more males enroll in schools than females. This finding could be attributed to role

stereotype that males incline towards sciences while females tilt towards humanities; this is
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seen in the wide margin in enrollment in urban areas in Commerce. This also affirms that gender
stereotype plays significant role in enrollment in school subjects (Bem, 1981; Ezeudu & Obi,
2013). Equally, there is significant difference in favour of males in rural areas. In the rural
setting, paucity of science teachers, facilities, equipment and materials to conduct practicals in
science subjects may have driven male students to enroll in humanity subject like Commerce.
Another contributing factor could be poor enrollment of females in schools in rural areas
(Owosen, 2014).

Gender disparity in academic performance of urban and rural students in SSCE in Commerce

for 5 years in Anambra State

Differences in academic performance reveal that in urban location, male students
performed slightly better than female students from 2013/14 to 2014/15 sessions, but from
2015/16 to 2017/18 session (3 years), females performed better in progression of 2%, 7% and
11% difference in the respective years. In rural location, males performed a little better than
females in 3 years i.e. 2014/15, 2016/17 and 2017/18 with difference between 1% and 5%.
Conversely, females performed slightly better than males in two years 2013/14 and 2015/16
academic sessions with difference between 1% and 8%.

Hypotheses tested revealed that in urban location, there is significant difference in
academic performance of female and male students in favour of females. In rural location, there
was no significant difference in two years i.e. 2013/14 and 2015/16 session. However, in three
years, there was significant difference in favour of males. This finding corroborated with the
findings of Epumepu (2014), Ezeudu and Obi (2013) who reported that geographical location
does not affect academic achievement of students. The finding disagrees with Nworgu,
Ugwuanyi and Nworgu (2013) who reported that male students in urban area perform better

than female students, and with Nnamani and Oyibe (2016) that reported significant difference
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in academic performance of male and female students. The finding could be ascribed to the fact
that other factors rather than gender and location could contribute to learners’ educational
productivity (Walberg, 1981). Sensitization and advocacy carried out in urban areas for good
academic performance for all students could have been internalized by females which resulted
in their good academic standing over males for five consecutive years. However, in rural areas,
there may be poor sensitization and advocacy which could make females not understand the

importance of excelling in Commerce.

Conclusion

The findings of the study serve as basis to conclude that there is clear difference in
enrollment and academic performance of male and female students in urban and rural location
in SSCE in Commerce in Anambra state. This is probably due to gender stereotype as regards

enrollment in certain school subjects.

Recommendations
From the findings and conclusion of the study, the following recommendations abound;

1. Ministry of education in collaboration with Non-governmental advocacy groups should
carry out sensitization and enlightenment programmes on the need for male students in
urban areas and female students in rural areas to enroll in business subject like
Commerce, to boost their interest in pursuing commercial entrepreneurial activities to
promote national growth and development.

2. Anambra state government in partnership with Anambra state Chamber of Commerce
should encourage male and female students to take up Commerce education by
awarding scholarship to best commerce student(s) in public secondary schools to

encourage them to pursue advanced careers in commercial endeavours.
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3. Commerce teachers in collaboration with school counsellors should guide and counsel
students irrespective of their gender on the need to pursue careers in commercial
subjects as to awaken their consciousness and mind in taking up entrepreneurial
functions.

4. Parents should be sensitized in Parent Teachers Association (PTA) meeting not to
stereotype their children and ward into taking up school subjects believed to be meant
for a particular gender as to make room for students to make clear choices in selecting

school subjects.
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URBAN SPATIAL PRACTICES OF THREE GENERATIONS OF
WOMEN

Demet BAYAR KILICARSLAN®
Zeynep ULUDAG?

Abstract

City influences the societies it contains with its socio-cultural structure that changes in time
while it is also influenced by this change. The change in social structure transforms the physical
environment of the city as well as its sociological environment. Social and physical
environment, which are among the key elements of this transformation, change the meaning
and use of the public space in that society. The actors who use public space most actively within
the spatial motion of daily life are women. In our country, spatial experiences of women related
with the urban public space and private space show sharp differences for each generation.
When the daily life experiences of women from different generations are assessed, the
differences within this context can give us important data to read the urban space, culture,
memory and history.

The aim of the present study is to comparatively examine the access of urban space and daily
life practices of three generations of women from the same ethnic origin in different zones
through the sample of Corum province. It was also aimed to discuss the effects of rural-urban
migration, minority status and social gender roles by including these to the phenomenon of
“space” and at the same time to create verbal history documentation.

The study was conducted by making use of in-depth interviews with three generations of women
and other users who have experienced public space experience with them, and also written and
visual resources of urban spaces and history. It was researched to what extent the socio-
cultural, socio-economic and socio-political structures in different time zones are effective in
women’s access to urban space and their use of public space and how this interaction changes

the space.

Keywords: Women, Public Space, Daily Life Practices, Social Gender
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Introduction

Since humanity, how people use space has differed according to the effects of
environmental, social, religious, cultural, political and economic phenomena. Biological
formation and development of human beings have shaped the use of space directly or indirectly.
The effects of these phenomena are stronger in women. Throughout history, situations such as
political reforms, resistance movements, technological developments and the effects of
capitalism have determined the social lives of women and accordingly their use of private and
public spaces. Women’s use of public spaces is one of the most effective factors influencing
their own life standards. “Since women’s’ relationship with “public” basically means their
interaction with the outside world, a woman'’s experience with the public space starts with her
first step outside the house” (Tuncer, 2016: 59). The primary factors influencing this
relationship are age, educational status, profession, marital status, and state of disability. In
direct or indirect relationship with primary factors, “Class belonging, beliefs, traditions, culture
and similar factors determine women’s duration and way of public space use” (Cantek et al.,
2014: 123-124). The present article examines the relationship of three generations of women
from the same ethnic origin who have a mother-daughter relationship and who are still alive
with public space within the conditions of the changing world and globalization and their spatial

experiences.

Urban Experience of the First Generation Woman
Urban Identity / Neighborhood Identity

Starting from the smallest scale, every individual seems to have an abstract identity on the
basis of home, street, neighbourhood, city, country and universe. These identities determine our

behaviours, rules and social roles in the social life. Use of space is one of the elements of these
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rules and roles. It is an acquisition which is not a law, but it is imprinted in the social memory
as “cultural code”. Cultural codes present class differences. Harvey (2002:170) associates these
differences with space and advocates that “...differences which occur in cities with styles of
socializing and various webs arise within processes in which relationships between classes and
social differences are produced and maintained and they undergo spatialization”.

The urban experience of first generation woman starts with the migration from rural
area to city centre. Migration is a phenomenon which is seen and which continues in every
stage of social life, it can occur due to different reasons and it can deeply influence the course
and history of societies. The factors which influence migration are primarily economic factors
and secondarily political factors. Tumertekin and Ozgiic (2009: 296) list the reasons of
migration as economic deprivation, social pressures, conflicts, environmental degradation, and
the desire to access the social opportunities of the city. The flow of migration generally occurs
from the rural area to urban areas. As a result of these migrations, a rural-urban intersection
profile located in the boundaries of the city which has the characteristics of rural life culturally
and physically but tries to keep up with the city as a new life style can be observed. “People
gather in urban spaces in specific neighbourhoods and districts just like plants and animal
groups in nature gathering in specific areas and form social and cultural units.” (Adaman and
Keyder, 2006: 51).

This clustering in Corum, which is the city the first generation migrated in, can be seen
clearly with regard to both denominational differences and unequal income distribution. Tekeli
(1978:76) stated in the classification of adaptation phenomena in people’s migration process
that migration from rural area to urban area is a “radical choice” since both professional and
social environment will change.

The urban adventure of the first generation woman, who was previously living in rural

area and who was married with four children, started with the migration of the family from
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village to city centre due to concerns for safety as a result of Corum incidents in 1980s. After
migration to the city, she has the identity of neither a city-dweller nor a villager. Environmental,
physical and social factors have changed. She is aware that these characteristics she has as an
Alawi woman speaking Turkish and her social identity are reasons enough to be the “other”.
First generation woman G.Y. (75) tells about the process of migration as:

“When we decided to move to Corum from the village, my husband sold the sheep and goat
hastily. With the money that we earned, we built our own slum at a place one of our
acquaintances recommended. Later, my husband went to Arabia to work. He sent us money. |
became both the mother and the father of the house.”

For this reason, the woman adopted her permanent place as the slum neighbourhood
formed as a result of migrations with the same reasons, close to the border of city centre. The
process of adaptation in this neighbourhood formed by families that migrated mostly due to
economic and political reasons at different times started after a certain period of time; however,

it is early to say the same thing for the city centre.

“Street” As Space

The most frequently used public space by women living in slum neighbourhoods is the
streets in which the houses are. Cooperation between women is most commonly seen in this
generation. The main reason for this is labour organization. Works such as knitting, making
bath washcloth from wood moulds, drying vegetable and fruit in summer months, beating wool,
washing carpets and making paste are all done in the street and women help each other in these.
As can be seen, village practices continue in the city in this generation. In this period, it is not
possible for women to come together at home or to meet outdoors. There are no activities as
“altin giinii” (0ccasions where women get together for afternoon tea at regular intervals with

their friends and/or neighbours) or “five o’clock tea”. Meetings are completely based on labour
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and work-force cooperation. In this process, the space shared by women is a place of both
production and socialization. A neighbourhood resident S. U. (59, Woman) explains one of
these labour activities as:

“Only one of us had tandir (oven made in a hole in the earth) in the neighbourhood. We made
bread (roll dough bread) there. Everyone had a turn. The others helped the one who had the
turn. I mean, it was a collective work. The person who worked was given yani¢ (a kind of pastry
and flatbread dish) and flaky pastry while going home instead of daily wage.”

In this period when women’s labour is dominant, the person who manages the house is the first
generation woman, that is, the mother. Those who help the mother in managing the house are
daughters who correspond to the period called second generation. Second generation actor A.
B. (53, Woman) states as the following that they spend their lives doing housework all the time:
“There was always work sharing between my mother, my elder sister and me. For example, in
the backyard, one of us rubbed clothes; one of us washed and one of us hung. Whatever mum
did in the house, we helped her. Men in the house would either go to day labour or to
neighbourhood kiraathane (coffee shop) if there was no work.”

In this period, there is no social activity that women and men do together or with other
families. Men and women spend time in different places during the day. Men are assumed as
the head of the family. While men have a social agency and spatial map in which they spend
most of their time, women do not have this opportunity. Women go home when it is close to
their husbands’ returning from work or neighbourhood kiraathane (coffee shop) and the streets
get empty. The time allocated to public space has come to an end for women. Housework is
next for them.

When asked whether she has another activity in urban space, first generation woman

G.Y. (75, female) laughs and says:
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“No, my child, how can I? We had a garden where there were fruit trees, we used to walk
around there if my husband was here. When | came here first, I didn’t even see the clock tower
for a long time. I saw the bazaar, due to necessity, when my husband was in Arabia, that’s it.
There was no place to go to, or we could not go. We did not leave the doorstep. There would
be a change if there was a wedding once in a while. Even the dead would be washed in
backyards.”

As can be seen, although the city is close to the first generation woman, it is yet far away and

even unreachable without a man next to her.

“Home” as Space

Home is the primary space of first generation woman. This home has two bedrooms,
one living room, kitchen, bathroom and toilet. The population (6) in the house and the number
of rooms in the house do not match each other and the heating system is stove. For this reason,
the inside of the house is restricted with individual freedom. The usage parameters of the house
differ in summer months. When it is cold, all the members of the family sleep in the room where
the stove is (generally living room). When the man wants to sleep, women bring cold pillows
and duvets from the bedroom to make the bed on the floor, the lights are turned off and while
mother and father sleep together, girls sleep together and boys sleep together. Due to crowded
population of the house and the heating system, all individuals in the house try to use the toilet
in minimum period of time. The living space of first generation woman is generally “home”
and the place where she spends the most time is the kitchen. Due to physical conditions of the
house, time can be spent frequently in the kitchen only in summer months. Since the house is
heated by stove, the kitchen is not used unless required in winter months. Thus, preparations
are made as practical and fast as possible. The men in the house do not enter the kitchen. Women

cook in the cold and wash dishes with cold water in winter. Similarly, the act of “lighting the
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stove” is also the responsibility of women. Wood is carried home from the part called woodshed
in the backyard when needed. In the bathroom used, water heating is also done with stove.
Shower is settled for specific days. Members of the family take shower in turn when the stove
in the bathroom is lit, they get dressed in the cold room quickly and they sit down near the stove
in the living room to get dry.

When the elder son of the house gets married, he moves inside the same backyard in a
house built by them. The reason for this is again limited financial means and also to form a new
labour cooperation between families. In marriages of this generation, there is a tradition for
men to live in the same house, or to use the same backyard if they are not living in the same
house or to live in close places.

If need be, the woman is restricted from the home space rather than the urban space.
The girls in the house are told to go to a room in the house when a male guest comes home and
not to leave until the guest leaves. This shows that especially girls are restricted even at home,

which is the “most private” place of public space use.

Urban Experience of Second Generation Woman
Exploring the City- Apartment

In this period, there was an estrangement from traditional structure in Corum, which is a
small Anatolian city. This estrangement also had an effect on housing culture. It is
predominantly observed for capitalist developments and thus developing technologies to
influence women’s use of indoor and outdoor spaces. With the increasing urbanization,
transition to apartment life started. However, the transition period of this family, which had

financial difficulty, occurred in a later period.
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The first family member who moved to apartment life is the second generation woman,

who is the youngest daughter of the house. The second generation woman tells that they lived
for five years after they got married in a building with three floors and garden, with the relatives
of her husband and that they decided to move to an apartment when her husband’s financial
situation was sufficient to move to another house:
“When I was pregnant with my older daughter, my husband went abroad to work. At that time,
| was very afraid even to go to grocery store, being pregnant. Thus, | always made and ate the
dry legume at home. However, when we moved to apartment and I met my neighbours, | was
not afraid anymore.”

When the second generation woman entered the apartment life, she gained a new social
environment other than her relatives and as a result of this, her spatial map changed. The city
centre is no longer far and unreachable; it is now close and easily accessible. The fact that she
was free of family and environmental pressure caused the woman to feel free and this in turn
enabled her to use the urban space more actively. Apart from these psychological and
sociological reasons, the developing neoliberal world economy is now presenting the newest
technology to consumption and making household appliances such as washing machine,
dishwasher, vacuum cleaner and kitchen robots more accessible and more useful. With the
increase in purchasing power of second generation woman, this technology entered her home.
The woman began to use heater in apartment life and got rid of lighting the stove. This
influenced not only home life but also spatial use. The time spent with lighting stove was
eliminated. Technological devices starting to get inside houses caused the time spent in

housework and kitchen to get shorter and the time allocated for social life to get longer.
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Activities Between Families and Women
In this period, more than one family with similar socio-cultural and socio-economic aspects

come together and organize activities on holidays. They participate in daily trips to close cities,
short summer vacations in North part of the country, spas, and family clubs with their family
and children. Second generation woman can go outside to public spaces more easily. However,
as long as she is married and her husband is with her.

The husband of second generation woman E.B. (57,male) tells the then popular place family
clubs as follows when asked:
“If I were to give a rough date range, there were 3-4 different places as family clubs in Corum
between the years 1985 and 2005. Every Saturday evening, we would come as families. There
was a different woman singer each week. There used to be holdups as a fence. Single men would
be there. They were good and fun times. However, there are no such places today. They have
all become wedding halls.”

The closing of family clubs and picnic areas open to general public becoming
municipalised and some limitations brought caused families who wanted to make maximum
use of urban facilities to search for different spaces. New entertainment and picnic areas located
outside the city which are used by intellectuals as a second home in Corum are vineyard houses.
These detached houses with a garden, terrace, swimming pool and sport areas, etc. are still an
important part of social life. They have replaced the picnic areas families went on holidays or
the places where guests were entertained. These vineyard houses are also hobby gardens. In
vineyard houses, just like in Anatolian neighbourhoods, families with the same socio-cultural
characteristics have gathered in the same areas. For the second generation woman and her
family, they are popular places which provide an escape from the exhaustion of the city.

In this generation, relationships between neighbours are weak when compared with the

first generation, while they are strong when compared with the third generation. Altin giinleri
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(occasions where women get together for afternoon tea at regular intervals with their friends
and/or neighbours) and home visits which started in homes when apartment life started left their
place to activities conducted in public spaces in time. Women with similar socio-cultural and
socio-economic position started to go to spas, entertainment places, restaurants and parks
together.

Second generation women who felt that the responsibilities required by the
“motherhood” roles attributed to them decreased, even if in part, especially when their children
left home stated that the time they allocated to themselves increased because when the number
of family members decreased, responsibilities in the house also decreased in general. Lefebvre
(1971:73) stated that women had the burden of daily life; women had the power reverse this
situation if they wanted; however, they continued to carry this burden. Despite all these
thoughts, it is women again who come home before dark, who have to do the housework and

who spend too much time in the kitchen.

City Experience of Third Generation Woman

“Global village” terms of media theorist Marshall McLuhan explain how humans are
surrounded by technologies that almost completely take away the effects of space and time and
how they are connected to each other (Gibson and Murray, 2016: 313). A rapid increase in
technological developments, developed means of mass communication and transportation
shortening the distance between countries have changed the daily activities, gender roles and
position of women both inside the house and inside the city and also globally. Third generation
woman who prefers to reside in a metropolitan city to make use of the range of jobs, education
and large opportunities, has been raised in the postmodern world she met while growing up by
having new habits of consumption. She uses multi-storey shopping malls, spends time in gyms,

participates in art workshops and other activities in her spare time as a hobby. In addition to
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these, she has the habit of consuming ready food outside the house. All this speed of
communication and consumption present this generation with very different experiences and
opportunities and differentiates her sharply from life practices of other generations about the
city. This difference influences both life style and style of thought. “In postmodern capitalism,
consumer goods have become a very important area in forming meaning, identity and gender
roles.” (Bocock, 1997: 101).

In this generation, although there is a get away from traditional relationship styles,
“gendered spaces” still continue to exist. According to Duncan (2005: 2), this differentiation is
explained by mind/body dualism, is reflected as public/private area with the reflection of this
dualism on the space and it is shaped according to relationship between men and women.
Second generation woman’s state of having higher education, being active in business life,
having trips abroad by herself, being in a public space at night, etc. also support these
differences. Third generation woman has higher purchasing power and welfare level and
intellectual capacity. Her activity in business life, frequency of travels and activities in public
space have made her spatial map very dynamic and variable. Third generation woman has the
potential to use urban space more actively. As a result of the increase in technological
developments caused by globalization and mass communication tools becoming widespread,
the way of using time to cover the space changes and the time and space jam, which is the
theory of Harvey is experienced more (Harvey, 1997:270). This situation is more active due to
third generation woman’s easy access of mass communication tools. Third generation woman
spends less time at home and is more present in public space. She prefers dwellings with
security, and social activity areas such as swimming pool and sport centre.

“I am married, but I don’t have a fixed place. I am studying in Ankara and living in Izmir. I
make domestic and foreign trips when I get the chance. Sometimes with my husband, sometimes

with friends and sometimes alone.” (D.B.K., 29, Woman).
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Advocating women’s rights and feminist views are most common in the women of this
generation. Women studies have begun to be effective academically. Especially the state of her

name in urban space is the research area of third generation woman.

Conclusion

When we analyze the urban space practices of three generations of woman, we come across
sharp differences. From the restricted living area of the marginalized woman who tries to adopt
to city starting from village life; to the second generation woman who uses urban space more
actively than home and street life to the grandchild who discusses the urban limits and questions
the place of woman...There is no doubt that when these differences are analyzed, the change
in the city, global resistance movements and sociological situations form a basis in women’s
lives indirectly. Level of education, variables of purchasing power, differences in patriarchal
thought, ways of residence structuring and home spaces and even spatial formations which
influence the use of home have become determinants in daily life and space uses. In addition,
it can be seen that cooperation of women with the same socio-cultural background also eases
the access to urban space.

The order that first generation woman is trying to keep up to in the present time is similar
to urban behaviour second generation woman enters after marriage. Urban practices of the
second generation woman also begin to be similar to the urban practices of third generation
woman as day passes. When the three generations of woman are categorized, we can define the
first generation woman with passive user identity, the second generation woman with consumer
identity and the third generation woman with urban transformer identity. Change continues
every day. As globalization advances, the variations in using space also increase; time-space

jam is felt more obviously. In addition to all these developments, urban orders in patriarchal
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structure which makes itself felt in this period too is a phenomenon that the third generation
woman is aware of and uncomfortable with. In order to be able to observe and compare these
differences, making historical readings and making use of comparing the urban behaviours of

women from the same generation seems to be one of the most correct options.
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BEING A WOMAN IN MASCULINE PLACES: NARGILE CAFE
EXPERIENCES OF WOMEN

Duru Basak UGURLU?

Abstract

Focusing on how women experience nargile (hookah) cafes which are getting more popular
and serving for a dense male socialisation, this study deals with coping tactics and individual
performance practises of women in daily life in order to spend their leisure time in nargile cafes
against the masculine order of them. Although banality of daily life makes it difficult for us to
see, some certain places are socially constructed by gender stratification. As the places are
being preferred by same-sex social actors in a broad time, these places become catalyst of
homosocial relations between the actors. Beside these places produce and circulate power
relations peculiar to men through creating spatial limitations for women.

In this regard homosocial places not only strengthen gendered power relations also turn their
male oriented panoptican eyes towards the publicity of women exposing them to act more
strategically.

Thus within this study, meaning of being a woman in nargile cafes as masculine places and
how women are coping with patriarchal power penetrating into every inches of daily life will
be examined.

Based on a qualitative research, this study will be conducted within nargile cafes in Cevizlidere,
Balgat and Bahcelievler, Ankara by aiming to use participatory observation, snowball
sampling and in-depth interview with both woman nargile smokers and woman nargile makers

as a profession.

Keywords: Daily life, Gender, Power, Space, Nargile Culture
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Introduction

Although gender identities are coded as “natural” based on heterosexual matrix in
accordance with the needs of Power, they are constantly produced and reproduced within an
every particular society through State, Constitutions, Market, Media, Family, School...Rather
than being fixed, gender identities are dynamic ones and subject to change in the course of time.
Being a woman or being a man involves a process of becoming. This process can be called as
gender identity which foregrounds our ideas about who we are in relation to ideal masculinities
and femininities and what we can do or we can not do in the gender regime. Raewyn Connell
states that these ideas about gender categories are not vaccinated to people in the form of a
package of shoulds and shouldn’ts at the beginning of life. They progress and get stricter and
detailed involving different patterns of roles, uncertainities, recognitions, disapprovals, tensions
in time by leaking into every stages of live not merely at infancy. By the time, patterns of roles
by creating gender differences become more complicated and uncertain than actually what they
seem on the surface. In other words we can say that it is simply not an issue of wearing blue or
pink. Beside, Connell emphasises another point that being a woman or man should not be
considered as a consequence of rigid doctrines of power. People themselves also maintain the
patterns of gender roles and fulfill the requirements of patriarchal power. By the time there
appears a gender order in society, people demand places from this order and acquit themselves
related to the impositions of it (Connell, 2009: 5-6). After a while, in foucauldian terms we can
say that the gaze of power is imprited on the minds of people. Apart from the discipline practises
of authorities, people also interiorize the power, exercise it strongly and turn out to be
conductors of it heavily (Powell, 2015: 411). Therefore social actors construct themselves

through the gaze of outside and interiorized power within daily life.
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“Because there is neither an ‘essence’ that gender expresses or externalises nor

an objective ideal to which gender aspires, and because gender is not a fact, the

various acts of gender create the idea of gender, and without those acts, there

would be no gender at all” (Butler, 1988: 521).

Judith Butler foregrounds the idea that gender identity is a cultural construction rather
than simply a biological fact. Gender identity is produced by set of acts which organize its
consistency. Apart from this set of acts, we can not mention about the social reality of gender
identity and its consequences. Existing gender inequalities come to light through performance
of the set of practises. To speak more specifically, Butler claims that the concept of performance
consisted of ordinary and tedious expressions, practises, plays which became “naturalized”
patterns by being repeated constantly. Beside these practises, expressions and plays represent
the way of Power speaking to us and they are named as performative actions. At this point,
patriarchal power uses the strength of performance in order to shape individuals in the orbit of
its aims by trying to control our current performances within daily life. If performance practises
are not fulfilled “well”, power punishes the individuals by excluding, marginalizing and not
recognizing them in society. Another strength of power comes from an ability to turning these
performance practises into imposed norms (Butler, 2014: 316). In this sense Butler claims that
if an individual performs in accordance with the gendered norms, she/he can take part in society
as a subject. Therefore the individual reaches his/her gender and subject identities through
performing the imposed set of practises ceaselessly. At the same time these repetitions should
be carried out actively and being depended on the repetitions shows the fragile side of
patriarchal power and its inconsistency (Butler, 2014: 317).

Within this study, from the eye of daily life | am going to discuss about the meaning of
being a woman in masculine places. Finding answers about the issues; how women nargile

smokers and makers are being exposed to masculine order of these cafes to smoke their
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favourite nargile or work and how they perform, develop tactics to challenge masculine order

of these cafes are going to be my main objectives within this article.

Method

Firstly, 1 used participatory observation in nargile cafés by observing any kind of
practises taking place in the cafes from the design of cafes to daily dialogues, habits,
behaviours, gestures, expressions of women nargile smokers and makers. Second metod was
in-depth interviews with women smokers. When | had difficulties to find women nargile
makers, | used snow sampling method with the help of women participants. Duration of each
interview lasts one hour in total. As to the anonymity of women participants for ethical
concerns, | asked them whether | can use their real names or not. Some of them wanted me to
share their real names and others did not. At this point for those who did not want to share their
real names, we decided to choose random names for this study together. Readers can reach out

detailed information about participants below.

Tablel: Demographic information of participants.

Participant | Age | Marital Status | Hometown Profession
Ruya 24 Single Malatya Student
Deniz 35 Single Ankara Designer
Mine 52 Married Ankara Retired
Dilan 28 Married Diyarbakir | Mechanical Engineer
Sedef 21 Single Ankara Nargile maker
Betul 28 Single Trabzon Nargile maker
Aynur 30 Single Kayseri Nargile maker
Mavis 36 Married Ankara Nargile maker
Bahar 33 Married Ankara Survey Engineer
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Nargile Cafes: “There were so good nargile cafes that I couldn’t go... just because I was
a woman”

Nargile is the Turkish word usage of the smoking
material. It is also known as shisha, hubble bubble, water
pipe, hookah and it is defined as “oriental tobacco pipe
with a long tube that draws the smoke through water”
(“narghile”, n. d.). Nargile material is mainly consisted
of four parts which are the flexible pipe (marpuc), the
bottle (govde), the pipe bottle (lule), the funnel for the
pipe (agizlik). Smoking nargile is considered to be the
most highest and delighted form of smoking. There is a
quite close relationship between nargile and pleasure.
However during my fieldwork, it seemed that male
smokers were having more pleasure from the nargile

Figure 1

while socialising with their male peers freely compared to Betaill from a nargile (photo: Duru B.
uriu).

women. At this point, | want to depict the gendered nature .

of these cafes.

Doreen Massey foregrounds inseparable relation between gender and space that; “from,
the symbolic meaning of spaces/places and the clearly gendered messages which they transmit,
to straightforward exclusion by violence, spaces and places are not only themselves gendered
but, in their being so, both reflect and affect the ways in which gender is constructed and
understood (Massey, 1994: 179). In my fieldwork Nargile cafes were also surrounded by the
gendered messages and apparently designed to enable more agency for only one gender in

which there were menus filled by the images of “sexualized” women body and its association

with pleasure and nargile, three door toilets of men and one door toilet of women, seating plans
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producing gender hiearchies. We can categorize them into two types; the traditional ones
resembling to old Turkish coffehouses and the ones filled with both modern and traditional
motifs also divided into two parts, having a diverse menu options and more modern seating
plans. Generally these two types of cafés are preffered by both women and men nargile
smokers. Although there is a mobility of women in these cafes, there is a highly possibility that
one can encounter with the same male smoker five times in a day. However | observed that
most of the women were used to prefer these places only once in a day and usually towards the
evening through coming up with their male friends, husbands, boyfriends or sitting alone in the
isolated parts of the cafes compared to male smokers. As male smokers gather up, they do their
daily conversations and spend their time by their male peers till 3 a.m with their laughters. At
these time one can almost encounter with one or two women sitting alone and putting on their
headphones in the isolated parts. One of the woman smoker, Deniz says that; “Nargile cafes
have such an atmosphere that
indeed you lose your woman
identity unavoidably. As | said
before; they do not see you or treat
you as a woman” (Deniz, 2019).
At this point | will give some
details about spatial binaries of
these cafes in relation to how
Figure 2 woman identity is melted.
A view from traditional nargile café (photo: Duru B. Ugurlu). Traditional ones are
preferred by the male smokers from old generation and filled with the pictures from “the
glorious Ottoman past”, smoke and dirt. The privilige of being a man enables the mobility of

male smokers in these places. They play traditional games, talk about daily agenda of society
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or their personal issues by smoking their traditional nargile, tombeki till morning showing a
strong male solidarity. They occupy these places more intensely in the context of both time and
mobility in the cafes without any disadvantages. Beside, there is a spesific point about their
daily habit; they usually gaze at the door who enters into café by whom, wears what until they
decide that the person is proper enough to the manners or in other words constructed
“masculine” codes of the cafés. In this respect we can say that patriarchal gaze is on its mission
as Mine says her ideas about this situation; “When I come here, I particularly observe that even
the personnels of this café too stare in a quite strange way. | do not know what they think; when
they see a woman sitting alone and smoking her nargile. They really look differently towards
you if you look carefully you can see that the way of dealing with you as a customer even
changes if there is not a man with you” (Mine, 2019). While doing my fieldwork, | heard that
even if they do not like someone they do not give permission to enter and they make themselves
responsible for “guarding the honours of women” . Dominated by the groups of old male
smokers, women sit near the windows and accepted only as sisters in a cultural meaning.
Otherwise women are not “welcomed well” and their beings are perceived as “desire objects”
in the minds of both male smokers and personnels. For example; the metal tongs (marpuc)
carries the image of phallus among the male smokers. When they want to exchange their metal
tongs, they put it on the table rather than passing it into their mouths. At this point Sedef says
that; “male nargile smokers quite often think that; if women smokers put the metal tongs into

their mouth, there must be more things which they can do willingly” (Sedef, 2019).
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Second type of nargile cafes
can be called as both modern and
traditional ones divided into two
parts as can be seen from the figure.
One side is furnished by Turkish
traditional sofas and ornamented by
the Ottoman architecture. Beside
this version of nargile cafes have

Figure 3
spesific fields to play traditional

A view from both traditional and modern nargile café (photo: Duru B.
Ugurlu). games such as rummicubs or card
games. In the traditional part, generally male smokers develop more intimate relations, do their

“mannish” conversations and the sofas help male smokers to socialize easily through sitting

side by side while limiting the agency of women smokers in this sphere.

Figure 4

A view from one of the menus associating woman identity with pleasure by saying
that; “every journey has a tasteful story to tell” (photo: Duru B. Ugurlu).

As to the other side, we can say that the mobility of women increases in which they can
remain distant by the help of chairs compared to the side of sofas. However due to the dense
male socialisation increasing towards the inside of the café, women smokers mainly sit near to

the entrance door both in daytime and nightime as they want to escape from daily issues of their
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lives through the bubbles of nargile stopping the time for a while. Nargile cafes even create
some hesitations among the women smokers. Some of the women generally choose a specific
nargile café. The main reason behind this choice is that they fear whether male nargile maker
may blend some drugs into the tobacco of nargile or not. Thus with these worries there are
some questions to be handled in the minds of women before relieving themselves, as Riya
says “how I should sit and in which position, can I feel comfortable while thinking these? As I
came late here, Will they talk behind me ?” In the next chapter we will discuss about how
women deal with these questions. In other words how they subvert the patriarchal domain of

nargile cafes by which acts in dialogue with the women nargile smokers and makers.

Coping Tactics of Women Nargile Smokers: “It is an issue of eagerness”

Deniz Kandiyoti states the idea that women are not completely under the domination of
male oriented power with the concept patriarchal bargain foregrounding the active position of
women in society by playing patriarchal order. Kandiyoti defines this concept as; “...women
strategize within a set of concrete constraints that reveal and define the blueprint of what I will
term the patriarchal bargain...These patriarchal bargains exert a powerful influence on the
shaping of women’s gendered subjectivity and determine the nature of gender ideology in
different contexts. They also influence both the potential for and specific form of women’s
active or passive resistance in the face of their oppression” (Kandiyoti, 1988: 275). Although
patriarchal power is distributed every inch of daily life there are some gaps in which women
can take active role and subvert the male domination. This idea also shows itself in the Nargile
cafes. If we come to the question how women experience these cafes, we can say that they play
with masculine codes of the cafes and develop coping tactics. Michel de Certeau who stresses
the agency of “ordinary” people defines tactic as; “a calculated action determined by the

absence of a proper locus. No delimitation of an exteriority, then, provides it with the condition
116



Gender, Space, Place & Culture 7 International Conference on Gender Studies e-ISBN: 978-605-9595-30-8

necessary for autonomy. The space of a tactic is the space of the other. Thus it must play on
and with a terrain imposed and organized by the law of a foreing power” (De Certeau, 1984:
37). In this respect we can assert that women nargile smokers both bargain with patriarchy and
develop coping tactics in order to enjoy themselves in the space of the other.

Although women smokers or makers are challenged by masculine atmosphere of the
cafes, they prefer these cafe and try to relieve themselves as Aynur says; “When I smoke
nargile, | ease myself resting my head and thinking about my decisions of life” (Aynur, 2019)
or Deniz says; “I leave the tiredness of day through smoking for hours” (Deniz, 2019). When
| asked them what they think about the other women preffering these cafes Bahar says that; “
when | look into the women, | see that women mainly sit in silence or talk less as if they should
not talk while smoking. They just inhale and exhale the smoke. But when | pay attention to the
men I can say that they are more active and social while smoking” (Bahar, 2019).

Based on the fieldwork, | saw that some of the women were changing their paths after
realizing that these places were actually nargile cafes filled by smoke and dirtiness. Rahter than
turning their ways, as a tactic some of the women were preferring these cafes with their brothers,
husbands, male friends or with the group of women in their first experiences as Bahar who
started to smoke with her brother says; “if I had not been with my big brother, | would not be
able to sit on the sofas directly” (Bahar, 2019). Now she comes up with her husband or Dilan
says; “I heard that there is a place making the best nargile of Ankara. Well | do not go there, |
only smoke it when there are women.” (Dilan, 2019). When I told her that there are some
women prefering there. Her answer was that these women are too “easy going”. As to the
another example, Deniz tells that “I started to come to this cafe with my male friend. When
some time passed, a group of male smokers attracted my attention. | wanted to be part of them
as they seemed to me quite pleased. One day I told my friend that let’s go towards the inside

and meet with them. From since then | have become friend with this group and | enjoy a lot
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while smoking with them” (Deniz, 2019). If women are not coming with someone they
generally prefer the places near the entrance door as Mine being a nargile smoker for twenty
years and everynight sitting near the front door till 3 a.m says that “...I1 smoke sitting alone,
coming there all alone and I have thankfulness for no one” (Mine, 2019). In this sense we can
say that some of the women use the advantage of “male privilige” to enter the cafes. Apart from
the coming with someone as a tactic, another hesitation lies within the minds of women.
Generally women prefer just a one specific nargile café. The reason behind this tactic is that
women are afraid of the possibility that male nargile maker can put some drugs into the tobacco.
With this reason when they trust a specific café, they frequently prefer the one and some of
them bring their own nargile materials. Apart from trusting into the cafes, there is another issue
to be handled by women. For example women not only hesitate about the tobacco mixed with
drugs but also male nargile makers try to trick them by bringing the wrong nargile tobacco
thinking that women somehow can not figure out the original mix or have some biases that
women can not smoke the heavy tobaccos. They associate the tobacco taste of women with the
“light” versions directly by saying that “lets prepare something sweet and light for you” before
hearing the choices of women. However it is about the issue of personal taste rather than
gendering the degree of tobacco, Women choose heavy and light ones in accordance with their
tastes. Beside they usually smoke heavy ones such as tombeki, cappucino or double apple. In
this context we can say there is an issue of women invisibility even leaking into the degree of
nargile tobacco.

When the panoptican male eyes are situated towards the women, they begin to think
how they should sit and behave, which outfit they should wear, what consequences might
appear when they entertain themselves with nargile the same as male smokers do. At this point
Riiya says; “well, you are a woman in the end, there will be someone to be interested in you.

They will try to communicate with you through nargile after that they will want more” (Riiya,
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2019). In order to prevent “the wishing mores”, firstly women pay attention to wear clothes
which are “proper” enough. Apart from dressing as they wish, they prefer booth and loose
clothes which are not featuring their bodies. Generally women arrive at a consensus that they
should behave with a high trust upon themselves. Women smokers say that their stances even
say something to male smokers. As Mine says; “if a woman knows how to sit and behave, |
have respect for this woman. Even she is respected” (Mine, 2019) and if they look rough and
quite, they think that they send a message that “I come here and I do not want to be bothered
by someone.” In this sense, we can say that message is taken correctly by the male smokers or
makers. By this tactic of women, men only come near to women to ask something about the
choice of nargile and they are not able to develop further conversations with the women. At
this point Mine says; “when they see you lonely playing with phone or computer, they think
that they can not chat with this woman. If they want to further conversation with me | pay
highly attention to not becoming intimate with them also” (Mine, 2019). Beside she wears a
headphone consistently while smoking. However, when some of the women want to socialize
with male smokers, they do not scold them. Nevertheles socialisation practises continue with
the manners of men. For example; when male smokers start to conversations, they manage the
topics of the day mainly focusing on the issues of men. However male smokers ask the ideas
of women and listen the topics such as what you think about the women who entered the café
now, domestic or girlfriend issues as Deniz says that “you are all the time at the middle of male
chat, gradually you are becoming one of them as if leaving aside your woman identity and this
makes you comfortable and you are not bothered by someone while smoking. For example;
when they see a woman they ask something about her to me. Well | can say something about
her appearance such as whether she is beautiful or not. But when | see a man, | can not ask

something or express my ideas about the man to male smokers” (Deniz, 2019). We can say that
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women nargile smokers get involved into the socialisation practises of the cafes by only leaving

their women identities behind.

Women Nargile Makers: “ He said; could you call the nargile maker? After seeing me that
I was a woman”

Nargile maker is coded with a woman name, ayse symbolizing the quality of service and talent
of nargile maker in traditional culture (Evren, 1996: 137). This point shows that there is an
association between being a woman and service. Although serving personnel is coded as a
woman name when we look at the cafes there are usually male nargile makers in practise and
compared to male nargile makers, women are quite few in numbers. Beside they are at the
centre of male interests as Sedef says; “just because I am a woman, there are such male
customers that they come from other cities to smoke my mix of nargile for one day” (Sedef,
2019). Even non smokers want to smoke nargile when they see a woman nargile maker. While
trying to reach the women nargile makers, | had some difficulties as well. As a profession,
nargile making is associated with male power both physical and mentally on the minds of male
customers. When we talked about how they started this job with women nargile makers, the
answers were various. Some of them were impressed by the nargile makers, for some of the
women, its income was good enough or they had personal issues triggered by men. For example
as a woman nargile maker Betul, tells the story of how she started; “I was smoking nargile
each day and my boyfriend was not approving this habit. To prevent me from going out every
day in other words to lock me in the house, he bought a nargile shaped by an eiffel tower and
compelled me to smoke from his gift in the house. When 1 look at nargile, these memories first
come into my mind. Now | think that how lucky I am that | do not smoke nargile in the cafes.

But | became a nargile maker” (Betul, 2019).

120



Gender, Space, Place & Culture 7 International Conference on Gender Studies e-ISBN: 978-605-9595-30-8

Women face up many difficulties such as closing time of the cafes, dense interest of the
male smokers, prejudices about the capacity of women in the context of preparing nargile, harsh
conditions of the work environment filled by the male dominancy...All of these issues have an
impact upon the woman identity in these cafes and urge women to bargain with patriarchy
through adopting the masculine codes and improve tactics to prevent the male domination.
Firstly some of the women pay attention to their clothes and prefer the loose ones which do not
foregrounding their bodies as Aynur says; “to work in these cafes I had to change my whole
wardrobe” (Aynur, 2019) or some of the women dress as they wish but they pay attention to
their gestures and conversations with male customers. During their working hours, they stay
firmly without any mimics and especially when male customers want to get close much and
they use harsh gendered slang words. As another tactic some of the women nargile makers
wear a wedding ring although they are single to prevent the “excessive” attempts of male
customers. Sometimes wearing a wedding ring is not an obstacle for the males even the working
with their boyfriends, male customers can insist on bothering women nargile makers.

In their first experiences women try to persuade the male nargile makers also known
as masters that they have enough capacity to do this job. One of the challenges was to convice
both nargile makers and customers that a woman is capable of making good nargiles even
better than male makers as Mavis says; “when I decided to begin, they said; a woman can not
be a nargile maker and I got quite pissed of and I said; i can be one of them. Don’t decide too
early!” (Mavis, 2019). In order to prevent this attitude women develop some tactics by using
more energy and time than actually the profession requires. For example, in their first
experiences they come quite early to the cafes and they try to taste the all kinds of tobaccos till
they feel sick as Sedef says; “when my master told me that if a nargile maker can not smoke
an anise tobacco, she or he can not be good at this job. After hearing this sentence | frequently

smoked the anise with a dense headache and threw up often while working” (Sedef, 2019). As
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a tactic, after preparing the nargile bench for the heavy day, they try to create new nargile mix
using hours to find their own special and tasteful mixes to be written on the minds of customers
through their differences apart from the male makers. When the masters decide that they are
good enough to stroll around the cafes and take care of the nargiles of customers, this time they
become the centre of male customers’ interests. For example; sometimes male customers call
them to have conversation even if they do not need anything related with nargile. This situation
even creates some jealousy among the other personnels. Male personnels come at consensus
that all customers want women nargile makers to prepare their nargiles because they are just
women ignoring the quality and the taste of nargiles made by women. Even male nargile
makers or other male personnels attempt to complain about women to heads of the cafes in
order to get rid of women. At that point women use another tactic to defeat these attempts. For
example with their own tasteful and different mixes, they create their own group of customers
who mainly prefer the cafes to smoke these special mixes. Beside women do not tell the
description of those mixes. When they feel threaneted by the male personnels too much, they
quit their jobs and take their special group of customers to the other cafes which are their new
work places. By this way women try to guarantee their positions and strength their reputation
among the other nargile makers. After a while women set up their own nargile benches and

create the rules of their own and choosing their team members in the cafes.

Conclusion

Nargile cafes are becoming more popular socialization places and apparently, these
cafes serve for a dense male socialization from both their designs to the practises of cafes. In
this paper, I tried to depict the masculine nature of nargile cafes and focuse on active roles of

women nargile smokers and makers. Although these cafes are dominated by the groups of men
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or designed to enable more agency to the male individuals there are still some gaps women try
to get in with some hesitations on their minds. They experience these cafes with their husbands,
male friends or group of women, they pay highly attention to the sitting positions, their
dialogues, dressings or stances when they face up with the dense interests of male individuals.
Beside, invisibility of woman identity is quite apparent issue as women nargile smokers and
makers say; “they do not see you as a woman, your woman identity is melted in such an
atmosphere or you can not be a nargile maker because this profession needs male
qualifications”. Even women smokers are tricked by the male personnels who bring the fake
nargile tobacco or dare to put harmful versions of tobacco. Generally, male ones do not see the
women’s potential of becoming good at nargile making just like anybody regardless of gender
discrimination. We can say that the attempts of putting obstacles to women nargile makers or
smokers do not work, women use coping tactics through playing with masculine order of the
cafes in order to create their own spaces. Some of the women smokers send a message that you
should not bother me apart from the things related with nargile with their behaviours, busying
with their headphones, dressing loose clothes, bringing their own nargile materials, coming up
with their friends or they come alone and adapt “masculine” behaviours. For example, they
show a firm look and “masculine” stance and try to socialize with the male smokers and become
included to these groups but only with the manners of men. If it is needed, they become the part
of gendered daily dialogues of men and use the slang words as men do. By this way women
smokers prevent “the extra wills” of the men smokers through becoming like one of them as a
tactic. As to the women nargile makers, to put the male ideas behind, they begin to prove
themselves and show more efforts than actually what the profession needs. They come to the
cafes early, work hard, try to taste every kinds of tobacco whether the tobacoo is heavy or not
till them sure that they learn good. Even this attempt might end up with vomitting up. However

they continue to spend their time creating new tobacco mixes to show their differences from
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the male makers and by these unique mixes women create their own group of customers. If they
feel much bothered by the organized masculine order of the cafes they leave the cafes and open
their own nargile benchs. In conclusion we can say that gendered nature of nargile culture and
the cafés show the new place experience for the spatial limitations for women. Although women
are forced to challenge with the male atmosphere of the cafes, they can create their own spaces
to enjoy from this special kind of smoking by following some tactics and acting strategically.
Sometimes through leaving their woman identities at the door and becoming like one of the
male smokers as they say or sitting in silence and sending message with their stance, looks and
busying with themselves while male ones quite actively socialising with their peers. Being a
woman in nargile cafes shows that the acts of women are still described but they are open to

change by acting strategically as well.
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PRIVACY AS AN OPTIONAL SUBSET OF THE PRIVATE SPHERE:
“HOME” IN IRIS M. YOUNG’S POLITICAL THEORY

Elif MADAKBAS GULENER!

Abstract

There is a considerable literature on home in terms of its relation to women. Some argue that
home may have a liberating role while others suggest that home, as a symbol of private sphere,

keeps women away from expressing themselves especially in the public sphere.

According to Young, home -by providing safety, individuation, privacy and preservation- is a
medium where one can reflect her own identity. Thus, the concept of home should not be
abandoned, rather it should be democratized. For this purpose, previous attempts to explain
Young’s approach to home focus on details of “home” and its way of reflecting democracy and
personal identities. Here, I would like to put “home” in the broader picture of Young'’s political

theory.

First of all, | deal with Young'’s political theory in terms of her “social connection model” and

relational approach to concept of power.

Secondly, I deal with transition from “house” to “home” as a missing part in Young’s
framework and with her reformulation of public and private spheres. Then, | portray her
understanding of “private” in formulation of optional subset of private sphere indepted to

society.

Finally, I open up a debate whether this optional space can be a space of resistance or it can
turn out to be “elitism” if privilege of home owning does not stay in touch with “consciousness

raising”’.

Keywords: Iris M. Young, home, house, private sphere, privacy, social connection model
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Introduction

Iris M. Young’s political theory embraces a wide range of issues, including democracy,
power and power relations, identities, recognition, and — most notably — justice. Specifically,
Young draws on inspiration from critical theory and feminism in order to challenge mainstream
theoretical frameworks. One such critique is her perspective on relations inherent to the division
between public and private spheres, indebted to the arguments of Jirgen Habermas. It is on this
aspect of Young’s social theory that this paper will focus. For this purpose, | will begin by
briefly mapping out an overall picture of Young’s thoughts on politics, within the framework
of her “social connection model”. | will then locate her reformulation of the public and private
spheres at the center of this picture. Finally, | will discuss her approach to home and privacy,

and common criticisms of her approach to home.

The “Social Connection Model” in I. M. Young’s Political Theory

Young’s example of “Sandy’s story” may be sufficient to illustrate her social connection
model and political theory. She describes Sandy as a “single mother” with two children, who
could not afford to rent a house close to her place of work because of the high rents charged in
the area (Young, 2011: 43). Young claims that the proper concept to describe Sandy’s situation
Is injustice, since that situation can be attributed not only to Sandy’s individual (in)capacities
but also to structures inherent to society. Thus, homelessness should not be labelled as a
problem emerging only from the choices and actions of individuals; rather, it is a shared
problem contributed to by the choices and actions of all people in society (Young, 2011: 46).
Moreover, problems such as homelessness usually result from oppression of some people by
others (Young, 2011: 52). At this point, a crucial question is raised: who is “responsible” for

Sally’s situation? (Young, 2011: 99). Young’s answer is rooted in how she interweaves the
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concept of oppression/asymmetry, structure, and responsibility under the rubric of the social
connection model.

Power relations take an important part in Young’s political theory. According to Young,
“for every oppressed group there is a group that is privileged in relation to that group” (Young,
1990: 42). Primarily, injustice is instead a matter of relations between advantageous and
disadvantageous groups (Young, 1990: 192). Young describes, for example, “asymmetry
between landlords and tenants” (Young, 2011: 51) as one example of a relation between the
oppressed (tenant) and the privileged (landlord). This is why power relations are strongly
implicated in debates surrounding injustice.

Problems derived from oppressive relations, such as homelessness, cannot be solved at
the individual level. As Young explains, “[i]nstitutional and social rules” play a role in
contributing to homelessness at structural level (Young, 2011: 55). Whether they are deliberate
or not, actions caused by all members of society are all responsible for one’s situation of
homelessness (Young, 2011: 96). Young describes this as “collective responsibility,” a term
which addresses the connections between actions rather than individual personal
responsibilities (Young, 2011: 9), which might manifest themselves as bringing an accusation
against Sally for her homelessness (Young, 2011: 11). Here, as collectivity, responsibility refers
to “solidarity” stated as “an ideal, a promise, an engagement” (Young, 2011: 121) and it forms
the basis for why Young prefers politics which takes account of ethics (Young, 1987: 57-58).
At the same time, “representation of different groups” equally in public life culminates in
“effective recognition and representation,” allowing groups to gain awareness of the thoughts
and feelings of other groups (Young, 1990: 184). The next question, therefore, is: how do they
gain awareness?

Gaining awareness may be related to what Young calls “consciousness raising,” which

she defines as “making the privileged aware of how their habitual actions, reactions, images,
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and stereotypes contribute to oppression.” (Young, 1990: 154-155). Additionally,
consciousness-raising increases the visibility of disadvantaged groups and provides them with
creative ways of articulating their demands through social movements, opening up a place for
them to come across privileged groups (Young, 1987: 75). There remains, in light of these
observations, a further question: where do different groups encounter and pave themselves a

way for awareness?

I. M. Young’s Reformulation of the Concept of Public and Private Spheres

Jurgen Habermas, studying the emergence of the public sphere and the contribution of
the bourgeois class to it, first of all describes how opinions are historically expressed in public
debates (Habermas, 1991 [1962]). Habermas then discusses the function of communication in
the social sphere through the framework of continental philosophy and pragmatism (Habermas,
1998 [1976]). Finally, he evaluates “communicative action theory,” which suggests that when
decisions are taken with reference to group discussions, those decisions are congruent with
normative principles, and that agreement is reached through dialogue in these situations
(Habermas, 1984 [1981], 1987 [1981]). Following the development of the concept of public
sphere, heated debates ensued in the related literature (Calhoun, 1992) and Habermas’s
arguments, including those pertaining to the public sphere, were challenged by many feminists
(Meehan, 2013), including Iris M. Young.

Young suggests that Habermas's arguments may be quite fruitful for feminist theory,
provided that their shortcomings are remedied. She points out, for example, that his insistence
on reason as depending on and reshaped by communication, paves the way for reason to be
built from the bottom to up through dialogue (Young, 1987: 68-69). However, she insists that
in addition to what people say in dialogue, the way in which they say it is also an indispensable

part of communication; she argues, therefore, that Habermas's communicative action theory
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should be enlarged to include feelings and how they are expressed (Young, 1987: 72-73). These
observations show that Young seeks to fill in the missing components in Habermas’s theoretical
framework.

According to Young, the distinction between the public sphere and the private sphere
identifies public sphere as neutral and, by doing so, prevents women from entering the public
sphere because of the stigmatization of women’s issues as emotional/private issues (Young,
1987: 63-64). To overcome this obstacle, Young attributes central importance to the feminist
motto of “the personal is political” as a means of bringing neglected feminist issues under
discussion in the public sphere, and of breaking the uniformity, imposed in the name of
impartiality, currently characterizing the public sphere (Young, 1987: 73-76). Thus, building
on feminist critiques of Habermas’ arguments, Young expands upon rather than rejecting
Habermas. But she does not confine her feminist theory to women's problems; instead Young
seeks to extend the scope of feminism to address many other problems arising from power
asymmetries.

Young positions feminism under the umbrella of social criticism which combines
structural analysis, individual experiences, subjectivity and identity (Young, 2005: 19-20), by
examining power relations concerning “caste, class, race, age, ethnicity and, of course, gender”
(Young, 2005: 21). As such, the public sphere should be open not only to women, but also to
color of people those with a poor economic situation, and many other disadvantaged groups, to
express themselves (Young, 1987: 66). According to Young, issues “affect[ing] large
number[s] of people” need to be discussed in an “open” and “accessible” public sphere (Young,
1987: 73-74).

The feminist comprehension of “private as political” challenges our attention to two
points in the relationship between the private sphere and the public sphere. The first is that no

group should be ignored in terms of deliberation on social problems, and the second is that
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problems such as “domestic violence” should not be considered as neglected matters confined
to the private sphere (Young, 1987: 74; Young, 1990: 120-121). Domestic violence reflects the
asymmetry between men and women and, as long as it is left in the private sphere, the problem
will remain invisible, facilitating the one group’s ability to exert pressure on the other.

With reference to groups disadvantaged in terms of class, gender, religion, and so on,
we may infer that the confinement of oppression-related experiences to the private sphere also
disrupts the social connection that Young speaks of. While Habermas suggests that this
connection may be provided through communication, for Young people are still interrelated in
terms of responsibility even when they do not communicate with each other. Then, it is possible
to say that where there is no communication people may not be informed about these
oppressions; thus, individuals in society might not be aware of what they should be responsible

for, and why.

Home and Privacy from the Viewpoint of 1. M. Young

In her book On Female Body Experience: Throwing Like a Girl and Other Essays,
Young is interested in experiences concerning women’s daily embodied experiences such as
pregnancy, menstruation, having breasts, and so on (Young, 2005). In other works, Young also
highlights the fact that, even in daily life, activities are reflections of broader frameworks (such
as culture) in the lives of individuals (YYoung, 1990: 86). Moreover, topics related to the feminist
motto “the personal is political,” such as dress and advertising tropes, are products of the
“politicization of everyday life” (Young, 1990: 87).

Young defines a person’s home as “a space in which he or she dwells, carries out
everyday activities of caring for self and others, plays, celebrates, plans, and grieves” (Young,
2005: 156). She does not focus attention on the difference between home and house; rather she

uses home and house interchangeably (using in the form of “house/home”) (Young, 2005: 123-
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154). Building on Young’s insistence on “home as a critical value,” Cathrine Brun studies the
“displacement” and “homemaking” experiences of refugees in Georgia. However, Brun, unlike
Young, begins by stating the differences between home and house. She defines home as a
sophisticated type of house with “material qualities, symbolic meanings, the occupant's
experiences, and their relations with the surroundings of the home.” (Brun, 2015: 44). Home
can also be located on a spectrum that includes “myself” at one end and “land” at the other end.
Concepts such as “room,” “house,” “village,” “municipality,” and “province” may also occupy
positions between these two ends as signifiers for where we call home (Riukulehto and Rinne-
Koski, 2016: 14; Figure 2-1). For example, feminist Bonnie Honig considers both whole nations
and a humble shelter dwelling as potential signifiers for home (Honig, 1996).

Young agrees that people sometimes refer to a large number of places and
neighborhoods as home, but in the modern sense home is more like a small apartment. The time
spent at home, and therefore the meaning of home, may vary from culture to culture and from
person to person. However, the “commodified home” is directly related to “personal identity”
in terms of “leisure, pleasure, and consumption” (Young, 2005: 131-132). Addressing these
understandings of home, it is possible to talk about four associated values: safety (being
protected from outside risks), individuation (having a place for individual belongings and
activities), privacy (being free to decide who should be admitted and rejected to the sphere of
individuation), and preservation (keeping stories). According to Young, no one should be
deprived of these four values (Young, 2005: 151-154). However, at the same time, these values
have attracted strong criticism from other feminists.

Alison Weir asserts that many points are missing from Young’s above-mentioned four
values and she, to correct them, outlines new values. According to Weir, we may not talk about
home only as a place safe from outside risks, for example. Instead, home contains “risk of

connection”. Because of the spirit of connection, individuation should not disregard
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“relation[ality].” Privacy, as a condition promoted by autonomy, must also reckon with its
relationality; it is a “freedom as capacity” strongly attached to our relations with others. Finally,
for Weir, it is of great importance to make allowance for “transformation” as well as for
“preservation” (Weir, 2008: 5). Similar challenges to Young’s theories are raised by Honig,
who argues that it is not possible to avoid conflict (Honig, 1996: 567), and that, therefore,
imagination of a homogenous home is problematic because it may result in people ignoring
important differences and conflicts (Honig, 1996: 580). Briefly, both critics highlight the reality
of conflict and dangers within the home which should be kept in mind.

| find that Brunt's distinction between home and house (Brun, 2015: 44) makes sense,
but | disagree with Weir's critique (Weir, 2008: 5). For example, Weir's point of interest when
talking about the “risk of connection” is her claim that Young thinks in a “dichotomic” way.
According to Weir, by constantly talking about safety Young fails to draw attention to risks
(Weir, 2008: 8-9). This does not seem possible, however, because Young says, above all, that
the “dichotomy between reason and desire” draws a line directly between the public and the
private sphere, leaving women in the sphere of public (Young, 1987: 63-64). The problem with
Weir’s critique of Young can also be seen in the point that Young proposes consideration of
emotions to balance what she sees as Habermas’s excessively normative concept of public
space. Furthermore, it is inappropriate to imply that relationality is not sufficiently highlighted
in Young’s work when she places such significant emphasis on social connection and
underlines that our actions are tightly interrelated.

Last but not least, Young states that transformation may only be achieved through

29 ¢¢

“public discussions,” “publicizing the harms,” and “criticizing powerful agents” (Young, 2011:
149-150). We may add consciousness-raising to this list. What Young wants to achieve by

studying Habermas’ theory of communicative action is essentially to discover the dynamics of
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change. Young reveals that if the materials and discourses regarding preservation are publicized
or discussed among the people sharing the house, transformation will be inevitable.

Following her arguments associated with house/home in On Female Body Experience:
Throwing Like A Girl and Other Essays, Young moves her focus to the issue of privacy. For
Young, privacy is often understood as the condition of being “left alone in the making of
decisions” and of being “protected from access or interference.” (Young, 2005: 165-166).
Moreover, privacy should not be placed in the same category as the private sphere since the
former is related to “autonomy” while the latter is related to “exclusion” (Young, 2005: 152)*.
Although privacy is perceived as a psychological and therefore intangible condition, on close
examination it is tangible after all. For example, issues relating to privacy, such as memories
and special experiences, manifest themselves as material existences, such as diaries or
photographs. If someone is homeless or has no space, his or her privacy is diminished since
privacy is not only a matter of condition but a matter of place as well (Young, 2005: 165-166).
Because of material conditions necessary for home and privacy, being owner of a commodified
house/home addresses to be in the position of “privilege” (Young, 2005: 132).

Weir portrays privacy in her new formulation as “relational autonomy, freedom as
capacity, to be in relationship one desires, and freedom as expansion of self in relationship”
(Weir, 2008). Despite the points | found unfair in Weir's critique of Young, | think the phrase
“capacity to be in relationship one desires” is quite useful. Anyone who has attained this
capacity and a certain amount of autonomy can be considered an independent person, who can

make decisions about her/his own actions. It would therefore be meaningful for an individual

1 Here, Young references Jean L. Cohen for an argument in favor of privacy: “Democracy, Difference and the
Right of Privacy,” in Democracy and Difference: Contesting the Boundaries of the Political, ed. Seyla Benhabib
(Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1996).
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seeking privacy to have a place that cannot be intervened in and publicized, even when s/he

shares a home with others in the private sphere.

Conclusion

In the sections above, | have tried to explain Young's social connection model with
reference to Sandy's story, so as to unpack Young's emphasis on structure, power relations, and
responsibility. | have argued, in light of her theories, that those who are more privileged in their
relations of power have a responsibility to be aware of the feelings and conditions of the
disadvantaged. In other words, knowledge, visibility, and awareness are needed in order to
serve this purpose. It can be argued that the social connection is interrupted by a clear-cut
distinction between the private and public spheres; in other words, by the dichotomous way of
thinking. Young, at this point, discusses the means of transition between these two spheres.

Home is criticized by feminists on the grounds that they identify women with the private
sphere and exclude them from the public sphere. Young is aware that there may be harm, risks,
and danger for women even at home. However, she decides on “not rejecting but democratizing
it [home]” (Young, 2005: 146). However, home may also promote privacy for issues that people
do not want to open up to discussion and/or do not want to share with others. Privacy should
not be maintained by force, but by the person’s own decisions. Thus, it is possible to consider
privacy optional under the umbrella of home, as a manifestation of the private sphere.

The ability to have a home and decide the limits of privacy is a privilege. Unless the
feelings and needs of the homeless are understood by the privileged, homeless people will
remain socially disconnected. The way to see connections is to become conscious, and the way

to maintain connections is to realize that we are all responsible.
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FEMININITY AND MASCULINITY IN TWITTER SHARINGS ABOUT
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN THE SAMPLE OF SILA AND
AHMET KURAL
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Abstract
Female and male’s form of existence in the society shapes the life of an individual. Biologically
being female and male is called natural and innate; on the other hand, femininity and
masculinity point to a cultural structuring with the process of socialization. The concept of
gender represents female and man’s different roles in the society, their social standings,
economic and politic power. Gender based work sharing points gender segregation in
education, employment, social and political life. Various instruments are used in order to create
and continue discrimination. Foremost among these, violence comes first. Socioculturel norm
and gender role expectations, which are effective in proceeding women’s secondary position
and man’s violence against women, spread at home, at work and in public areas. The effects of
norm and expectations infiltrate our daily lives. Internet and social media which enters our
daily lives through technological developments, become basic platform where issues on the
social agenda are spreaded, followed and discussed. Initially the happenings which have
started as magazine news between singer Sila Geng¢oglu and actor Ahmet Kural at the end of
2018 were discussed, later it became a sample in which social preconceptions of feminity and
masculinity roles emerged from obscurity.
The aim of this study is to analyze representations of feminity and masculinity with regards to
gender roles in Twitter sharings about happenings between Stla Gengoglu and Ahmet Kural as
a sample of violence against women. In the study, sharings with wearewithyousila,
stlawearenearyou, silaisn’talone hashtags have been analyzed through thematic amalysis. In
the analysis, gender with femininty and masculinity have been defined as main categories and
after that subcategories which have been these categories’ indication of representation have

been tried to reveal.
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Introduction

Female and male’s form of existence in the society shapes the life of an individual.
Biologically being female and male is called natural and innate; on the other hand, femininity
and masculinity point to a cultural structuring with the process of socialization. The concept of
gender represents female and man’s different roles in the society, their social standings,
economic and politic power. Gender based division of labor refers gender segregation in
education, employment, social and political life. Various instruments are used in order to create
and continue discrimination. Foremost among these, violence comes first. Expectations of
socio-cultural norms and gender roles in the persistence of women's secondary status and
violence perpetrated by men are spreading at home, at work and in public spaces. The effects
of norm and expectations infiltrate our daily lives. Internet and social media which enters our
daily lives through technological developments, become basic platform where issues on the
social agenda are spreaded, followed and discussed. Initially the happenings which have started
as magazine news between singer Sila Gencoglu and actor Ahmet Kural at the end of 2018
were discussed, later it became a sample in which social preconceptions of feminity and
masculinity roles emerged from obscurity. The aim of this study is to analyze representations
of feminity and masculinity with regards to gender roles in Twitter sharings about happenings
between Sila Gengoglu and Ahmet Kural as a sample of violence against women. In the study,
sharings with wearewithyousila, silawearenearyou, silaisn’talone hashtags have been analyzed
through thematic amalysis. In the analysis, gender with femininty and masculinity have been
defined as main categories and after that subcategories which have been these categories’

indication of representation have been tried to reveal.
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Gender, Femininity and Masculinity

Although it is not possible to make a conciliatory and single definition, gender indicates how
the differences between men and women in society go beyond the biological and how they are
socially created and reproduced. Gender in general is a concept used to point to socially formed
roles and learned behavior expectations for men and women. (Ecevit, 2003:83). According to
Okten (2009:303), the distinction between sex and gender defined as cultural construction of
female and male body. Simone de Beauvoir’s saying ‘Not born as a woman, being woman’ on
the contrary is valid for men. Because society constructs the identities of men and women. In
this respect, gender draws attention to the social aspects of differences between women and
men (Tosun, 2006:89). Gender, apart from the inherent differences between men and women,
are differences in social life, but how these differences arise and how they relate to innate
differences are important controversial issues. Differences that are not innate, then created by
society and culture are not universal, are determined within the unique structure of each society.
Outhwaite (2003:252) took attention that gender can vary according to cultural values, time and

place.

The person completes the gender identity that she gained with birth and with the features she
gained as a result of her social life. Thus the person makes his/her own thoughts about himself
or herself; in other words, interpretations of gender as male or female distinctive with common
values and beliefs. Individuals take on roles appropriate to the identities presented to them.
Thus, the identity of the man constitues what he does in the public sphere and the woman’s in
the domestic sphere. Traditional ideology conveys from generation to generation that family
and child come first and foremost for women. For this reason, the works defined as male and
female specific are traditionally determined. The idea that working in the public shpere and

doing politics are naturally men’s work; home and family related works are naturally women’s
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work was adopted and implemented by many communities. Gender-based division of labor is
determined by society, but biology is the prerequisite and basis for this determination (Savran,
2009:294). The values, roles and patterns imposed on men and women based on gender spread

and strengthen hierarchically the idea that men should always be ‘above’ and ‘foremost’.

Violence Against Women

Violence is the deliberate use of physical pressure or force against another. Violence is a
way of imposing the will of the strong on the powerless. While the phenomenon of violence
manifests itself in all areas of life, it is the most prevalent violence against women both in the
world and in our country. Whether in social or private life, violence against women is described
as any form of sex discrimination that causes or may cause physical, sexual, psychological harm
and disorder in women, or threatening, coercing or arbitrary deprivation of liberty by the United
Nations. Although there are many factors that affect the emergence, repetition, type and severity
of violence against women, the main source of violence is mainly gender inequality and the
unequal power relationship between men and women resulting from the patriarchal structure of
society. Gender-based violence is violence that restricts one's will or freedom, causes
psychological or physical harm, adversely affects his or her personality, and distinguishes
between men and women (Veur, 2007:43). When it comes to gender-based violence, physical
violence often comes to mind, but it is only one form of gender, and there is sexual,
psychological, economic and sociocultural violence. Gender-based violence concerns unequal
role distributions of femininity and masculinity. Violence against women is largely due to the
male-dominated structure of society and is shaped by gender roles. As a result of a male-
dominated conception of society, men are always entitled to violence and women are obliged

to take her share as a subject.
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Violence Against Women in the Media

Violence that is denied, ignored and normalized by society and even by women who are
subjected to violence; it has become a social problem that repeats itself and recreates inequality
against women in women-men relations. n this context, perhaps the biggest problem we face in
combating violence against women is the normalization of this violence (Leander, 2002: 18).
Almost every day the news of violence against women in newspapers, television or on the
internet has made violence against women an ordinary part of daily life and brought about the
normalization of violence and the indifference of the society against violence. Media
contributes to the inclusion of violence against women. In the news of violence against women,
sexist discourse is more secret and insidious. As well as, there are statements condemning
violence in news reports with the title like ‘The girl who escaped from the house was raped’
there are also illusions that affirm the traditional patriarchal social structure. As Fairclough
(2010) stated media texts are a useful tool for identifying social processes, movements and
differences. It can be said that media texts, including those on social networking sites, constitute
a dynamic form of social action. Social networking sites and microblogs, in particular Twitter,
provide users with the opportunity for discursive dialogue and a computer-mediated social
environment to build social meaning in the communication process. Research (Hermes 2007,
Zappavigna 2011) shows that Twitter is an active tool in the creation and transmission of
cultural values and ideology. Twitter provides a suitable environment and tool for issues that
are influenced by sociocultural values and assumptions, such as gender, representations of

femininity and masculinity and violence against women.

Thematic Analysis of Twitter Shares About Sila-Ahmet Kural
The aim of this study is to analyze the representations of femininity and masculinity in terms

of gender roles in Twitter posts about the experiences of singer Sila Gengoglu and actor Ahmet
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Kural as an example of violence against women. At the beginning of November 2018, the news
that the singer Sila Gengoglu (known shortly as Sila) was beaten by the actor Ahmet Kural
reflected on the internet and social media platforms. Sila, who filed a complaint with the
Istanbul Public Prosecutor's Office on 01 November 2018, ordered a protection order so that
Kural could not approach him for 3 months. News on allegations of assault, threats and violence
were shared and discussed on all social media platforms, particularly on Twitter. The event,
which is an example of violence against women, remained on the agenda due to the fact that
the parties became famous, and almost all the details such as courtroom footage, expressions,
explanations, videos, and witness statements took place on social media. Initially started as a
judicial event, but then the it became a subject of the magazine and in the continuing process
with the news like ‘Ahmet Kural craved with his family.” ‘Reference from Kural’s mother.’
‘Sila was caugh with a man walking around the ivy.” which are not related the event directly,
the event was put in a different frame and can also be read as an example of news that how
violence against women has become magazinish. The event took place on Twitter with hashtags
such as wearewithyousila, silawearenearyou, silaisn’talone, and comments and shares on the
event provide important clues about the cultural reflections of gender in the background of
violence against women. Because, the representations of femininity and masculinity reveal
social stereotypes and preconceptions. Shares on the subject were examined by thematic
analysis method. Thematic analysis is a qualitative method used to identify, analyze and report
patterns or themes within a data set (Braun and Clarke, 2006: 79) and can be described as
analitik an analytical process focused on coding and theme development ”(Lyons and Rohleder,
2014: 96). Thematic analysis contributes to a deeper and broader understanding of the research
topic (Marks and Yardley, 2004). A theme is a phrase or sentence that describes what a data
unit is about and what it means (Saldana, 2009: 139). Themes are derived from commonly used

words, patterns such as repetitive activities, meanings or expressions of emotions (Taylor and
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Bogdan, 1989: 131). Thematic analysis can be applied to identify themes first and to analyze
them according to these themes (Fereday and Muir-Cochrane, 2006) or to determine the themes
based on the basic categories (Simons, Lathlean and Squire, 2008). In this study, the second
method was followed and firstly, women and masculinity and gender were identified as upper
categories, and then sub-themes, which are indicative of the representation of these categories,
were revealed. In the study, the coding process was done separately by the researchers to
determine the themes that were frequently repeated in the shares, and then they were compared
and agreed on four themes; ‘justification’, ‘personalization, ‘applying stereotypes’ and

‘highlighting strong woman image’.

Findings and Discussion
Justification
In the tweets evaluated under the theme of justification, it is seen that Ahmet Kural's

violent action is directly or indirectly supported.

We are with you Ahmet Kural. He knows
something and he did. You are a man.

As shown in the above tweet, the action of Ahmet Kural is directly supported. In the
tweets examined under the theme of justification, it is seen that there are different approaches
to the subject in the tweets considered as indirect support. As can be seen in the examples
below, these tweets emphasize that Ahmet Kural had been violent to Sila before, but that Sila
was with Kural again and Sila was wrong. Although Ahmet Kural's action is not directly
supported, it is argued that Sila deserves what happened to him for reconciling with the rule,

and that Sila should also be criticized.
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We are bad, you are bad, they are bad... gender,
race, religion, social position, education level
cannot clear this heavy evil. Unfortunately this is
reality of our lands. He was a wrong man, you left
him, why did you accept back?

Ok, we hit Ahmet Kural. We hit more. But forget to
ask to Sila ” Sila, this man hit you before and you
turned back. Why did you this fault again?

Another point that draws attention in the tweets examined under the theme of justification is
the criticism that there are violent acts against women almost every day in the country, but no

one is paying attention to these events, it became agenda because of the famous parties.

Hundreds of women get beaten up by men every
day in the country, some are killed by their
husbands but not enough agenda. You become
crazy because Sila was beaten by Ahmet.

Those who tolerate violence against women now
rise in what has happened to Sila... Silais a woman
but what about the others? You see what you want
don’t blind what you don’t want.

It is also seen in the tweets about the incident that there are ideological criticisms in which there

is no sharing of reaction or affirmation to violence.

Tugba Ekinci, appreciate you, you made very good
statement. Those who say ‘wearewithyouSila’ Sila
made a nice show. So your swear doesn’t work
Kemalists are plunging into girls.

As can be seen from the example above, Ahmet Kural was supported indirectly by
claiming that Sila was after a show or advertisement, and an ideological criticism was made

even though he had nothing to do with the incident. Also slangs like ‘plunging into girls’ on the
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tweet and smiley emojis can also be interpreted as the person who brought a violent act to a
different point, although she herself was a woman who was happy to see another woman being
violent and attempting to charge the event to Kemalists in general and to create a perception

that all Kemalists were prone to violence.

Personalization

In the shares made on the Sila-Ahmet Kural incident, it is pointed out that the violence
against women is very high in the country. In some shares, it is emphasized that all men are
prone to violence in general. At this point, it has seen that, some users are opposed to that
generalization at this point, it doesn’t matter man or woman, should be evaluated on an

individual basis to those prone to violence, that is not true to spread to the general.

..that's wrong to attack men and generalize it under
this tag.

.. everyone doesn’t beat his wife or girlfriend.

.. 'm saying that if any one of the crazy showed
such behaviour, not all man are the same.

.. | thouaht it should be known.

Men or women; it doesn’t matter, stay away from
people with mental illness.

From the tweets in the examples, it is noteworthy that the owners of the shares never
supported violence and that they were with Sila in the case of Sila-Ahmet Kural. However, as
mentioned above, the owners of the shares oppose the spread of violence to all men and

emphasize that being prone to violence is a mental disorder and personality disorder.
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Applying Stereotypes

The tweets examined under the theme of applying stereotypes emphasize the difficulty

of being a woman especially in the male-dominated society structure, trying to silence the

women who are subjected to violence and motherhood which is the social role of women.

#HearWomen, if they speak or not, hear women
who raise the youth of the future.

#violence, even though you are a man, a woman
gave you birth, because of this #HearWomen.

| broke up with the guy | was with for 10 years for
slapping me. His treats didn’t over. | applied to the
police and they said you didn’t have assault report.
| couldn’t believe that | was subjected to violence.
even my closest relative tried to silence me saying
nothing would happen from a slap. Thanks for not
being silence.

Another important point in the tweets examined under the theme is the social roles
assigned to women and men. The point that draws attention to the tweets is that the woman is

a very “delicate”, “fragile’’and the man is strong. The strength of women is expressed by

comparison with men.

#Sila is one of the honest and sincere woman
singers of our country, and also she is stronger
more than many men. Ahmet is a poor man who
takes refuge in the power of men, psychopaths
and helpless.

Most of you don’t know how to love... Yes, to the
end... woman is strong butshe is fragile, also. She
loves without hurt. She wants to love without hurt.
especiall those strong women just want a shoulder
to lean on. If she is back, she trusts your love...

At this point, it is noteworthy that the roles assigned to men and women in society are
adopted by everyone, whether they are men or women, and that apart from this roles having

these characters is perceived as privilege. However, the fact that a woman who has a strong
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character, as seen in the above tweet, is given as much as a man “makes it a secondary position
in society. Especially the fact that such an analogy is made by a woman is an indication of the

legitimation of social roles.

Well done Sila, she didn't shut up. Be a sample,
power for women, fear for agressive men. Let this
fate turn.

This event shows how even men like Ahmet Kural
who has established a place in society, are actually
feudal. And, whoever you are, the difficulty of being
a woman in a male-dominated society.

In societies such as our country where the power gap between genders is high, the roles
of men and women are clearly defined and it is expected that women will submit to their lives
with the logic of don’t let it out of this room. When the woman makes her voice, she is either
negated, condemned or heroized. In fact, it is usual for a woman not to be silent in the face of
her experiences and to seek rights in the face of her experiences, whether she is famous or not.
In the tweets, while emphasizing the difficulty of living in male-dominated societies and

criticizing this social structure, the roles of women and men are underlined once more.

Highlighting Strong Woman Image

He stance, actions and actions of a person who has become a society are closely
followed by those who love her. Their stance in social or individual events is expected to be an
example to society. The fact that Sila did not stop and seek her rights after the violence she was

subjected to was reflected in the tweets as a behavior that should set an example to the society.

Thanks to Sila’s courage, 6284 will be mentioned in
the news tonight, thanks to Sila, other women will
find courage tomorrow. Together we will watch the
fall of the misogynist Ahmet Kural. This will precede
the others. What you do is precious.
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It is noteworthy that the “image of a strong woman’ of Sila is frequently emphasized in the

sharing of events and that this feature is appreciated by the society.

I was not only in love with the beauty and the
voice of Sila, but also strong character and
stance; and we see today how perfect she is..
God bless your personality, you keep your way

Always we have known you like this, we didn’'t
see it any other way and maybe we liked the
upright posture. You stand tall. You are never
alone and you won't be alone.

Brave Sila, you behave right anytime.

It is understood that it is expected by the society that a person who is socially prominent and
is known for her strong stance should not stop in front of violence, and seek her right. However,
it is reacted to the violence that Sila is subjected to with a strong emphasis on her strong

personality and she is encouraged not to stop in the face of violence.

Conclusion

In this study, which is aimed to analyze the representations of femininity and masculinity in
terms of gender roles in the Twitter shares between the singer Sila Gengoglu and actor Ahmet
Kural as an example of violence against women, the shares related to the event in
wearewithyousila, stlawearenearyou, silaisn talone hashtags were examined. A total of 232

tweets were evaluated under four themes: “justification”, “personalization”, “applying
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stereotypes” and “highlighting strong woman image”. In the tweets evaluated under the theme
of justification, it is seen that Ahmet Kural's action is directly or indirectly supported. In direct
support, Ahmet Kural's behavior is supported by saying we are with you, and in indirect
support, it is emphasized that Sila is wrong in this process. Therefore, this emphasis justifies
the action of Ahmet Kural. In the shares evaluated under the other three themes, it is seen that
there were comments supporting Sila in the event of Sila-Ahmet Kural. In these shares,
especially the roles of women and men in the society are emphasized. It is emphasized that
women are naive, fragile and men are strong. But this is a result of patriarchal society structure.
It is usual for a woman to be strong, such that strength, weakness, naivety, or fragility are not
exclusively female or male-specific. The separation of these characteristics inherent in being
human according to gender roles is the result of cultural structure. Therefore, emphasizing the
roles of femininity and masculinity in a response to violence against women actually brings
about the legitimization of these roles, in other words, the patriarchal social structure.

Scope of the study is limited by only one sample and Twitter sharings. Further research on
other social media platforms and also analysis of the other parts of the media discourse like

news, comments, photographes, etc. in different mass media will be useful.
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OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH LEGISLATION:
EMPLOYMENT EQUALITY CAUSING PROTECTION INEQUALITY
OF WOMEN AT WORK

Emine ATASOYLU!
Isil Nurdan ISIK ?
Abstract
Occupational safety and health (OSH) laws aim to protect all employees, both men and women,
from harm at work. In recent years, there has been an increase in women working in
traditionally male dominated fields. Occupational hazard exposure limits and preventive
measures for these positions were established with a focus on the average male worker, not
considering differences in female and male physiology and metabolism. Gender neutral
legislation, therefore, does not protect women and men equally. OSH gender-oriented research
is scarce. More work is necessary worldwide to understand the problem and provide measures
that protect women at work. The goal of this study was to determine OSH related issues of
women in North Cyprus and to develop a gender-sensitive OSH management system. Risk
assessment was conducted as a pilot study in a hospital, where more women are employed
compared to men, using previously validated five step risk assessment instruments. Women-
specific occupational risk factors and other responsibilities were determined by administrating
a questionnaire. A model was developed integrating gender specific preventive measures.
North Cyprus workplaces have adopted limited OSH prevention strategies for their workforce
due to lack of knowledge and government enforcement. Gender differences aren’t considered
in these limited preventive measures. The OSH management system model developed for this
study will contribute towards building awareness for gender specific preventive needs, with the

goal of achieving a work environment where both women and men are protected equally.

Keywords: Occupational Safety and Health, Gender Sensitive Risk Assessment, Gender Neutral

Legislation, Women at Work, Employment Equality, Protection Inequality
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Occupational safety and health (OSH) regulations aim to protect all employees from
harm. This is very clear in OSH laws and other regulations worldwide (OSHA USA; EU
directive 89/391/EEC, (1989); Health and safety law 6331 Turkey; (2012), NC OSH LAW
35/2008). Increasingly, women are becoming employed in traditionally male dominated jobs.
Additionally, women continue to work in service-oriented fields such as, healthcare and
education where the OSH issues are mostly overlooked, and as household workers where OSH
issues are not even considered. Women and men differ in their physiology and metabolism
(EU-OSHA, 2019). The majority of workplace tools and equipment used in manufacturing such
as metal working, construction and agriculture were designed based on the height, strength and
dimensions of an average man (ILO 2013; OSHA,1999; ILO, 2009). In most of these places of
employment, women have difficulty using these tools (OSHA,1999). The average woman is
smaller in stature than the average man. They have a smaller grip, wider hips and narrower
shoulders. Studies show that the upper body strength of women is at least 40 percent and as
much as 70 percent less than an average man (FReSH, 2017). Lower body strength does not
differ as much as the upper body strength but can be 5 to 30 percent less than a male worker
doing the same job (FReSH, 2017). All these factors put women at increased risk of injury.
Also, women working with dangerous substances such as chemicals used in pesticides and in
the cleaning sector (WECF, 2016; Weber, 2016) are not protected as much as their male co-
workers since the maximum exposure limits, standards, personal protective equipment (PPE),
and preventive measures were established based on the average male employee (WECF,2016;
OSH EU 2003; ILO, 2013). This raises the question: “do the current regulations which are
gender neutral protect women and men equally? Moreover, are women working in the home
environment as household help or in their own homes completely overlooked?” Research in

this area is limited, necessitating further investigation in order to better understand the problem,

151



Gender, Space, Place & Culture 7 International Conference on Gender Studies e-ISBN: 978-605-9595-30-8

and to improve regulations such that there will be equal protection of all employees regardless
of gender.

The International Labor Organization (ILO) established guidelines in 2013
recommending that safety professionals include the gender factor in their risk assessments
(ILO, 2013). Similarly, the European Agency for Safety and Health at Work (EASHW or
OSHA EU) has been trying to raise awareness and recommend a gender sensitive risk
assessment (GSRA) in the past two decades (OSHA-EU, 2003). Despite these efforts, it is
believed that there is still a great problem for women working in previously male dominated
jobs (EU-OSHA, 2013; WHO, 2006; EU-OSHA, 2014). Likewise, OSH issues in jobs
traditionally dominated by women were previously overlooked assuming that employment in
these areas posed low risk of occupational injury or illness (Weber, 2016). This bias exposes
women employees to working conditions that adversely affect both their health and safety
(European Risk Observatory Literature review, 2013) . OSH policy should be updated to
include all industries where women are employed.

The North Cyprus Occupational Safety and Health law (35/2008) was established in
2008 and has been enforced since 2009. This law, as well as the North Cyprus (NC) labor law,
and other regulations, include women specific articles limited to the protection of working
women who are pregnant, postpartum or breastfeeding (article 44, 2015 regulation). The aim
of this regulation (NC Labor Office, 2015) was to define the OSH related rights for these
women and the precautions the employers were required to take for their protection.

Risk assessment and informing women employees of their rights is under the second
section of this regulation. According to this section, the employer has to evaluate the nature,
degree and duration of the hazard exposure and take OSH preventive measures for pregnant,
newly postpartum and breast-feeding women. These may include alteration of working

conditions or working hours, and in circumstances where this is not possible, job re-assignment
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as specified under article 7. The hazards that can cause health problems to women or their fetus
are categorized and listed as physical, biological and chemical factors in this regulation. Article
8 emphasizes that women in this category providing a medical report documenting their
pregnancy or specific health problem cannot be forced to work under conditions where their
health and safety or the health and safety of their fetus is at risk. Similarly, if they provide a
medical report documenting that night work will affect their health or safety, they can request

to work daytime hours and their employer is obligated to accept their request.

Study Goal

The aim of this study was to start to look at the OSH related issues of women in North
Cyprus and develop a gender-sensitive OSH management system. The following hypotheses
were generated for this purpose.
H1: Management does not have a gender-sensitive approach for preventing employees from
harm (GSRA).
H2: Women take more responsibility outside their job (such as housework or other family
responsibilities).
H3: Working conditions, work environment or work tasks are not designed by taking into
account gender specific physiological differences.
H4: Women feel more pain in their arms, shoulder, back, and neck compared to men doing the
same job.
H5: Men get injured more than women at work.
H6: Women feel more stress, fatigue and burnout as a result of work and home related issues.

H7: Women have more difficulty finding properly fitting PPE (such as masks and gloves).
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H8: Environmental conditions at work more adversely affect the performance of men compared
to women.
H9: Women have difficulty taking sick leave for painful menstrual periods, when pregnant or

when breastfeeding.

Methods

A private hospital in Gazimagusa NC was selected for this pilot study. Risk assessment
(RA) was conducted by using the classical five step approach, including all employees except
medical doctors who were considered more aware of risk as a result of their medical training.
The five step RA includes 1) identifying hazards, 2) deciding who is at risk of harm and how
they are at risk, 3) evaluating and prioritizing the risks: deciding on the risk level and preventive
measures associated with each hazard 4) recording the findings and implementing the
decisions/action plan, 5) reviewing the RA periodically and whenever necessary. The fourth
and fifth steps were recommendations made to management in this study.

In preparation for this study, a representative of the hospital management team was
interviewed to determine whether any procedures were already in place to protect staff from
harm, and, if so, whether these included a GSRA. The hospital incident (accident/injury/illness)
records were lacking and could not be reviewed and classified based on gender. Hypotheses
testing and identification of gender difference in risk were determined using a questionnaire
(Appendix A). The questions included: demographic information such as age, gender, weight
(BMI), highest level of education, current and past job title, duration of employment, average
hours at work per day, nature of work such as average duration standing/sitting per day, number

of days working overtime/night shifts, average number of hours of sleep, and the number of
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missed work days in the past year due to health problems, work related injury or illness, or
family issues.

The questionnaire was designed using several formats including a 5-point Likert scale,
yes/no and narrative responses. The 5-point Likert scale questions addressed safety issues,
environmental conditions at work, impact of hazards, availability of suitable PPE, having
inappropriate posture, and experiencing pain in the neck, back, shoulders or arms, exposure to
violence, experiencing burnout, other responsibilities , and stress due to home responsibilities,
work-life balance, A section of the questionnaire with Yes/No type questions was designed for
women employees to identify any difficulties they may experience at work due to
dysmenorrhea, pregnancy and when breastfeeding. Another section of the questionnaire with
Yes/No type questions aimed to determine whether employees ever received OSH training,
work varying shifts, consider their daily work breaks to be adequate, and whether they are going
home with work clothes. There was also a question to determine the average number of
cigarette breaks an employee took per day. Open ended questions were included to determine
employee perspective and understanding of potential occupational hazards, preventive
measures, whether they felt protected from potential harm, and to gather their concerns and
suggestions.

Statistical analysis of questionnaire responses was conducted to find any significant
difference between male and female responses, and any significant correlation between only

women and only men responses.
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Results

The hospital has a total of 60 non-physician employees (47 female and 13 male). The
questionnaire was distributed to 41 of the 45 employees actively working during this study
period. There was a 90% response rate (31 female and 6 male). Table 1 shows the job

distribution of the respondents.

Table 1

Job/Job Area/Dept Number™ (# of male employees)
Accounting 2
Administrative Chief 1
Cleaning 4
Esthetician 1
Information Desk 5
Kitchen 2 (M:1)
Laboratory 3(M: 1)
Nurse 7 (M:1)
Radiography 1

Sales Manager 1
Secretary 2
Storage 1
Technician 5(M:3)

*Two out of the 37 respondents did not report their jobs

Significant Difference between Female and Male Responses
The only significant difference between female and male responses were that 1) “Male
employees experienced more back, shoulder, neck and arm pain” and 2) “Male employees have

more missed days of work due to work related illness” with p<0.05 (Table 2).
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Table 2
Ranks

Gender N Mean Rank
Work-related illness | Male 4 17,50

Female 24 14,00
Back, shoulder, arm | Male 6 26,08
pain Female 30 16,98
Test Statistics

Work-related illness Back, shoulder, neck, arm
pain

Chi-Square 6,000 4,235
df 1 1
Asymp. Sig. ,014 ,040

The significant positive and negative correlation between the responses of only female

respondents are given in Tables 3 and 4 and those of only male respondents in Tables 5 and 6.

The answers to the questions related to menstrual period, pregnancy and breastfeeding

showed that the majority of female employees are not facing difficulty taking time off during

pregnancy or breastfeeding but feel they have a lower performance during their menstrual

period (Table 7).
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Table 3
Only women responses -Significant Positive Correlation
Number of years at work finding gloves that fit e
working at night *
working different shifts *
Work related injury/illness difficulty taking leave for menstrual symptoms **
Lifting improper posture, **
back, shoulder, neck & arm pain *
Menstrual symptoms suboptimal environmental conditions (heating, | *
adversely affecting cooling, lighting, ventilation, noise)
performance
back, shoulder, neck & arm pain *
standing more than 8 hours a day *
Doing home responsibilities | feeling stressed about home responsibilities *
alone
Working overtime report a noisy work environment *

**Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).; *Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).

Table 4
Only women responses- Significant Negative Correlation
Having OSH training work environment adversely | **
affecting job performance
Assigned tasks outside of their usual job report a noisy work environment | *
Work environment adversely affecting work | inadequate rest breaks *x
performance

**Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).; *Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).
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Table 5

**Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).; *Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).

Only men responses -Significant Positive Correlation

Standing

work related illness

**

Sitting

missed days of work due to illness

**

Going home with work clothes

illness

**

Sleeping enough

finding rest time sufficient

**

Lifting

awkward posture, burnout

**

Improper posture

burnout

**

Back, arm, neck& shoulder pain

employee given other tasks

Feeling stress due to home responsibilities

noise

Feeling stress

ventilation being sufficient

Work environment adversely affecting work
performance

needing more OSH training

Table 6

Only men responses -Negative Positive Correlation

Having OSH Training

Work related illness

**

**Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

Table 7

Only for women responses-

Question Yes (%) No (%)
20 80

Do you need to take sick leave during your menstrual period?

Do you have difficulty in getting permission for leave during | 13 87

pregnancy or breast feeding?

Do menstrual symptoms affect your work performance? 40 60

Did you work night shifts during your pregnancy? 15 85
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Table 8
Percentage of hazards reported by 17 female and 5 male respondents
Hazards/health issues Female % Male %
Infectious Diseases 71 -
Radiation 6 16
Penetrating & Cutting Tool Injury 6 -
Back Problems 18 -
Open Wound Infections 12 -
Work Stress-Working Conditions - 16
No Hazard 6 16

Only eleven of the 31 female respondents and half of the 6 male respondents reported
that they smoke. Two of the three smoking male respondents have 5 cigarette breaks and the
other 4, where the majority of women smokers (6) are only taking three cigarette breaks in
average per day. One of the remaining female smokers reported having 2, two of them 4 and

the other two 5 breaks to smoke.
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Table 9

Hypotheses testing results
Hypotheses Supported/ How?

Not Supported

Supported Employer reported (Also
H1: Management does not have a gender- no documented RA)
sensitive  approach  for  preventing
employees from harm (GSRA)
H2: Women take more responsibilities | Supported Q12i,9,h
outside of their job (such as home related
work or other family issues).
H3: Working conditions, work | Supported Observation and
environment or work tasks are not employer
designed by taking into account women’s
physiological differences
H4: Women feel more pain in their arms, | Not Supported Q12f Men feel more pain
shoulder, back, and neck compared to men *
doing the same job.
H5: Men get injured more than women at | Supported Q10 and open-ended
work. questions
H6: Women feel more stress, fatigue and | Supported Q12-a,9,h,1kI
burnout as a result of a combination of Q14-b,c,def
work and home issues
H7: Women have more difficulty in | Not supported Q12-b,c Majority finds
finding PPE that properly fits (such as PPE
masks and gloves)
H8: Environmental conditions at work | Supported Q13, Q12j p<0.05
adversely affect job performance of men
more than women.
H9: Women have difficulty taking leave | Not Supported Q15

during their menstrual period, when
pregnant or when breast feeding

Hypotheses testing results are given in Table 9 where only three was not supported.
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Figure 1: Recommended Gender Sensitive OSH Management System Model

Based on these results, the statistical analyses and hypotheses testing, a Gender
Sensitive OSH management system model Figure 1 is recommended. This model includes
detailed employee 1) information such as height, weight, previous jobs, diseases, allergies,
home issues, after work responsibilities, second paid or unpaid jobs, emotional state, 2) specific
needs such as flexible work schedule, working by sitting, number of breaks, psychological
support, 3) specific task assignment, OSH training, periodic gender sensitive risk assessment,
periodic job suitability evaluation, periodic training program design, periodic OSH training,

gender sensitive schedules and preventive measures.
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Study Limitations

Small scope and sample size with few male workers limits generalizability and gender
comparisons. The survey format, self-reported employee opinions, is an inherent limitation of
this study. Additionally, there was the misunderstanding of the questions addressing
responsibilities outside of work: ‘taking home responsibilities alone’ or ‘work-life balance’
may not have been clear to the participants. Here taking home responsibilities alone might have
been understood as money issues such as shopping or paying bills, where the intention was to

understand responsibilities of child and elder care, as well as cooking and cleaning.

Discussion

Occupational risk of women is an area of limited research (EU-OSHA,2014; Park et al.,
2018; Choi, 2005) and growing interest worldwide. Current OSH guidelines, occupational
hazard exposure limits and preventive measures, which are based on an average male worker,
do not consider gender differences biology, potentially putting women at increased
occupational risk. Additionally, gender differences in sociocultural roles and responsibilities,
work-life balance and its impact on occupational risk is gaining increasing attention. This pilot
study, based at a hospital in North Cyprus, aimed to understand current OSH practices, working
conditions and any gender specific concerns, with the goal of developing a gender sensitive
OSH management system. The scope of this study and small sample size limits generalizability
and conclusive gender comparisons, however, several important points were identified and
worth emphasizing. Discussions with the hospital leadership and observations made by the
authors confirmed that, overall, minimal attention is placed on OSH preventive measures,
record keeping of occupational incidents (accidents, injuries, illnesses, near misses) is lacking,
and gender differences are not considered when designing the work environment and work

schedules. Moreover, employee education around occupational safety and risk was lacking.
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Without accurate record keeping it is difficult to definitively ascertain the occupational
incidents and measures that need to be taken to prevent injury and illness. Record keeping, risk
assessment, as well as OSH training are minimum basic procedures that need to be put in place
by all industries. This study also revealed the absence of job descriptions and employees being